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The family who 
murdered their 
mother page 3 


going to be May Day. senior Tories confirm 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Senior Conservatives said last 
night that if John Major had not 
called a general election by 
next Wednesday, be would bold 
fire for his favoured date of 
1 May. 

Options are being closed by 
the stria timetables that apply 
to election dates, and an an- 


nouncement has. to be maHy- 
next week if he is to call an elec- 
tion on 20 March. 

It emerged at Westminster 
yesterday that a 20 March poll 
is the only way in which Mr Ma- 
jor can be certain of avertii^ the 
Wirral South by -election, in 
winch the Conservatives are 
facing h umiliating de feat 

A 20 March poll would mean 
the dissolution of Parliament a 


week on Monday. But it would 
smack of panic if Mr Major did 
not give at least two or three 
working days' notice of his in- 
tentions - to give time for Par- 
liament to tidy up and clear the 
legislative programme. 

In 1992. Parliament was dis- 
solved on 16 March, but the 
election announcement was 
made by Mr Major on 11 
March. In 1967, the announce- 


ment was made on 11 May, with 
Parliament dissolved cm IS 
May. Parliament would have to 
be dissolved for a 20 March 
election on 24 February - which 
suggests an announcement by 
next Wednesday at the latest. 

Speculation that the Prime 
Minister might hope to kill the 
by-doctioa by calling an election 
for the next-favoured option, 10 
April, is ruled out by the fact 


that Parliament would not be 
dissolved until 12 March - giv - 
ing the new Wirral South MP 
plenty of time to take his scaL 

Some ministers and MPs 
have argued that if Mr Major 
announced his intention to call 
an April election on 24 Febru- 
ary - three days before the by- 
election - that would he enough 
to get the by-election called off. 

But that decision would be in 


the hands of Phil Matron. 
Wirral South's acting returning 
officer, and all the htdicaiumt 
yesterday were that Mr Matron 
would feel obliged to continue 
with the by-election. 

Although the detinithe elec- 
tion guide. Parker's Conduct of 
Elect it ms, makes no reference 
to the problem, guidance issued 
by the CommnfiN library sayv “If 
Parliament were stiD in etouenee 


i m [tiie by-election j p. tiling day. 
the acting returning ollicer 
might well c> insider he had no 
authorin' toe.eh.vl the election.*' 

It would he open to Labour 
to challenge c.incell.ition of the 
by-election in the High Court. 

If Mr Major cannot be cer- 
tain v\ gelling the by-election 
called olf, colleagues said yes- 
terday. he would be better off 
soidicrmu on until 1 May. 


"Things cannot get worse." one 
senior enlleugue said yesterday. 

The build-up to the election 
continued apace yesterday, with 
Mr Major holding a press con- 
ference on education - at which 
he was forced to issue a public 
rebuke to Health Secretary 
Stephen Dorrell for his blunder 
over the Scottish parliament. 

Tory clouds In Wirral. page 5 
Dorrell rebuked, page 5 



Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


hibition 



Teach ersrwhose pupils fall to match up 
. tonational standards inay be sacked un- 
der new government measures designed 
tonjoea^gaiott pewer announced yes- 

t ^^k<®wiIlhaa5to report to parents 
on nii^b^Jhey.meiiieetmg national tar- 
gets and there wdl bo more league ta- 
bles, Mr Major said as the pre-election 
- battle ore&wkohtion intensified^ r- - .. 

Both titemaib parties claimed that the 
other was ^teahngtheir ideas on how to 
' rais^an&z^-Labour said John Ma- 
jorhad tSwaeaU-turn on target-setting 
winch it tedbficked for severalyears.The 
PrimeAfiswter acaised Labour of play- 
ing “catch-up” politics. 

. Mntisfwial announcements came 
tumbling, put of 'Whitehall and West- 
A press briefing by Gillian 
SheEBjanJ^he Secretary of Slate for Ed- 
ncatioo, dn.the strengthening of A-lev- 
efat ,_yr& overshadowed by another at 
'Gtutsep^^ Office where the 

Rime ^^Mflsuster, backed by Mis Shep- 
hard^ d»3osed the new league table 
plans.-'. • . 

IhacfaeHuiiohs described the decision 
to appetite teachers partly by their 
pupils? test and .exam results as "the 
policy, of the madhouse". Heads said 
more Igagoe rabies would be strenuously 
opposed by the entire profession. 

NCTistJwtilrqxTrts'^ have toinidude 
schools’ ppm targets, the local authori- 
ty’s target, the national target, the na- 
tional average target and the 
: adiieveijienrof sunflar types of schools, 
Mr Major said. Hit squads wD be sent 
into tailing local authorities. ■ 

Performance tables for National Ctuv 
riculum tests trill be published for pupils 
aged seven and 14 as well as for uCSE 
! and A-level pupils as at present The first 
tabltsiqrl 1-year-oids wili be puhKshed 
nest month. 

: Mr Major said: "The next stage of our 

parent power reforms will ensure once 
and for all that parents are the masters 
of tifejr children’s schooling." 

David Blunkett, shadow Secretary of 
State for Education, said: "Two weeks 
a^Xhbour proposed a new national Ht- 
eracjrtarget as an addition to the Edu- 


cation Bill Education Minister Eric 
Forth refused to accept the clause. 
Now, two weeks later, we have another 
U-turn from ministers as thify accept yet 
another Labour proposal to raise 
standards.” Only a week ago, he added,' 
Labour had announced iraplans to im- 
prove poor local education authorities. 

• On league tables, he explained that 
Labour would continue to publish na- 
tional tables of GCSE and a4bveI results 
but would require results for seven and 
1 4-yiea gr otdfctObe 

cal authorities. The'party would decide 
later what to do about tables for 11-year- 
olds. 

Mr Major ridiculed the idea that 
Labour was the parly of higher standards. 
“We should judge Labour by their ac- 
tions, not their words, by their opposi- 
tion to our reforms and by the fact that 
- the 20 worst performing education au- 
thori ties have ah been under long-term 
Labour control,” he said. 

Mis Shephard promised tough action 
against under-performing teachers. She 
said: “W? shall now be introducing a rig- 
orous appraisal scheme for teachers, 
judging them on their pupils' perfor- 
mance. Where necessary we will be re- 
moving teachers who cannot reach the 
required national standards." 

New criteria to judge teachers were 
being drawn up including classroom con-' 
troL, organisation, lesson planning, abil- 
ity to convey enthusiasm for the subject 
and pupils' performance. 

Nigel de Grucby. general secretary of 
the National Association of School- 
m asters/Union of Women Teachers, 
said: “On the face of it, years of devel- 
opment of teacher appraisal are to be 
swept aside in the interests of a few sec- 
onds of prime-ministerial soundbite in 
the ConsKvative Party’smarcasingly des- 
perate attempts to catch the big idea on 
education." 

But David Hart, general secretary of 
Lhe National Association Df Head Teach- 
ers, said; “Of course teachers must be 
appraised on their performance, in- 
cluding the results of their pupils. What 
is wholly unacceptable is for the Secre- 
tary of State to imply that there is some 
easy route for removing incompetent 
teachers.” 

Leading article, page 11 



Labour under 
fire on junkets 


1 Christian Weimar 

Westnirsier Correspondent 

The Tories went on the offun- 
sj\e\ c<4i*f d:i). attitekinu Libour 
over" the revelations of junket- 
ing by Labour councillors in 
Dnndisier and suggesting it 
was* typical of Labour waste in 
iiicafgo\ eminent. 

The Independent revealed yes- 
terday that members of Don- 
caster's ruling Labour group had 
been on expensive foreign trips 
and taken drunken "working 
lunches** costing £>0 per head 

Tlie Conservative chairman. 
Brian Mawhinncy said: "Don- 
caster Labour councillors rep 
reseni new Labour Party in 
pow er. The rest of the country 
should learn the lesson. It’s no’t 
what Labour leaders say. its what 
Labour politicians do when they 
are in power that represents the 
danger to this country." 

rite Tories tried to widen the 
auack by pointing out that 
Labour councils have increased 
the amount of taxpayers’ mon- 
ey they give to councillors and 
allowances have gone up in 
areas controlled by Labour or 
the Liberal Democrats. 

The Tories said Cardiff 
Council had even set up a 
working party to examine 
whether councillors should 
receive redundancy pay if they 
are voted out of office. 

Labour played down the af- 
fair. merely calling for a copy of 
the report from the Districi Au- 
ditor containing many of the 


criticisms. A spokesman for 
the party's North and Yorkshire 
office said: “Once we have gone 
through the report, we shall 
then fie recommending action 
to be f.tkcn in relation to these 
councillors invoked." 

The party was also dithering 
over the selection process for 
the Don Valley constituency, 
with Tony Sellars, one of the 
councillors who went on trips 
abroad at the council’s expense, 
emerging as the local favourite. 

Mr Sellars, chairman of the 
Doncaster Labour group, has 
won the first two nominations 
by local ward parties for the scat 
which is vacant because of the 
death last month of the sitting 
MP. Martin Redmond. 

The Independent yesterday 
said Mr Sellars had been one of 
a number of councillors who 
had taken trips abroad on coun- 
cil taxpayers' money and that 
the district auditor was con- 
cerned about lack of proper au- 
thorisation for the trips. When 
asked by The independent 
whether he had been to Poland 
or Sweden, Mr Sellars said he 
could not remember. 

While publicly the party can- 
not rule out Mr Sellars* candi- 
dature. it is unlikely he will be 
placed on the final shortlist 
drawn up next week by the Na- 
tional Executive Committee. 
77tt* Independent ■ has learned 
that Labour Party HQ is plan- 
ning to block the candidature of 
any councillors who have been 
on unauthorised foreign trips. 


In the picture: A Papuan boy; photographed by Austin 
MStdieH, Labour MP for Great Grimsby, and on show 
until Friday in the 'fenth Anruiat Photographic Exhi- 
bitkm fry the Rnfiamentary Photographic Groiq> in the 


Upper Waiting Han of the House of Commons. 
Another of the exhibitors, Lord Healey, passing it, 
remaikBd that it reminded Hm stm^y of certain young 
Conservative canefidates in the forthcoming election. 


DorreU humiliated 

John Major issued a humiliating re- 
buke to his Health Secretary, Stephen 
Dorrell, over Mr DorrelTs claim 
that a future Conservative govern- 
ment would abolish a Scottish par- 
liament. PageS 

Russia’s nuclear threat 

Russia yesterday threatened that it 
might use nuclear weapons pre-emp- 
tively in future conflicts, in response 
to conventional attack. The move was 
deseed to put increased pressure on 
Nato. Page 8 


QUICKLY 


British Oscar 

The English Patient and Secrets and 
Lies topped the British nominations 
for Oscars. ■- P»g* 2 

Vlora anfllBcontmues 

Furious dtiziSWf the Albanian city 
of Vlora yesterday set fire to the head- 
quarters of the ruling Democratic Par- 
ty and changed slogans accusing the 
government of murder as they joined 
the funeral of a man who was shot 


dead during the riots earlier in the 
week. Page 8 

Spendthrift puritans 

Bntons arc becoming a nation ot 
spendthrift puritans, shying away 
from conspicuous consumerism, hut 
indulging m regular treats n hicb end 
up costing more. Rage 6 

Bath sacks Hall 

John Hall. Bath Rugby Club's cham- 
pion team manager and former 
world-class Hanker, was sucked from 
his £60.000 job. Page 24 


We’re really 5orry BT 

Mercury may be 20% cheaper 


but we’re up to 


potort , ^ 


grranean 

turin g about 

tgStpr^o. 

L -*n HW.tfirow. 
.Aberdeen 
tel in 

. fan £27^' * 

i cbdi-nii^ 
nt 

W .,*** 

Btfwf.'nnJ' 

»t 5undJ) r ' 1 *- 111 



trouble for council chiefe 


Sj^Soggm 




Thtrns were safefyjocked 
away but the broomstick was 
' thereby '.i the-.. men. from the 
rooiralfarrived forthrar meet- 
ing w^j Efjevin the Witch. 

- FfolSdhk priestess, Sandie, 
a finanoal adviser from Barclays 
Banldwerc in their robes but 
they d» their best togive South- 
wark^nmcdTs head of parks a 

.‘korae. 

“I^oe.- you . didn’t opme 
- alone?*; Kevin - said to Colin 
Brand “Afraid I’d sacrifice 
you??-- ... 

- Mt.Brand and his assistajitr 
Tfobki Hayworth, were the up- 
luckiest v council ofdciaJs in! 

: yttterday. It was their 
ttia!rftoHasJin®inEast 


Sussex to try to talk Kevin Car- 
■ lyoaii High Priest! of -British 
Witches, out of casting a spell 
on a controversial council 
scheme . to move a south Lon- 
don children's playground to a 
new ate in the borough. 

- A number of residents, who 
suspected the councD was plan- - 
ning to sell the site to develop- 
er^. called in Mr Carfyon to 
stymie the scheme - a threat the 
Labour-controlled council was 

. raking seriously. . 

- “You see, the.coxinriTs con- 
cerned because the Bishop of 
. Greenwich is getting involved 
now,” said Mr Brand,^ sitting un- 
comfortably cm Kevin’s sofa. 

“Some parents- are worried. 
And there are rumours that 
you’re going to castspe^ls that 



Spellbound: Kevin the Witch (right) with Colin Brand (centre) 
and Rohm Hayworth yesterday Photograph: Peter Macdianrud 


could hurt the children. The 
Bishop says that if you go 
along to cast your spell,' then 
he’ll have to go along and. 


do his thing to exorcise U." 

As it turns out, there isn't a 
Bishop of Greenwich. Repre- 
sentatives of the Bishop of 


Woolwich, the Right Rev Col- 
in Buchanan, and die Bishop of 
Southwark, the Right Rev Roy 
Williamson, denied that they 
were planning a Denis Wheat- 
ley-style confrontation. 

However, the ‘Rev Michael 
Counsell, vicar of Si Augustine's 
church in Honour Oak, nearest 
to the proposed new play- 
ground, said he had planned to 
invoke Christian goodness lo 
counteract Kevin’s pagan spell 
-a spell that would involve only 
wishing local residents success 
in their campaigning. 

“I had planned to say prayers 
in the church at the same time 
as be was casting his spell," said 
Mr Counsell. 

. But that won’t now be nec* 
essaiy. After an hour spent pa- 


tiently explaining about the 
new, state-of-the-art play- 
ground, with Tarzan swings arid 
a rubber surface on which chil- 
dren will bounce. Mr Brand, a 
cool man in a crisis, convinced 
Kevin the Witch tbai the spell 
would not be necessary. 

“It sounds like a smashing 
new playground." said Kevin. 
"In fact, we've decided to cast 
a new spell instead, wishing the 
project, and all who use it. 
great fun and success." 

It was dear yesterday that the 
Church of England wasn't too 
keen on witches’ spells, so what 
about the new' one? . 

“WeU,” said Mr Counsel!, "if 
that’s what he’s going to do. 
we’d, welcome him with open 
arms." 
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Labour victory as Howard 
retreats on bugging plans 

Labour claimed victory last night as the Home Secretary 
announced a retreat over plans to legalise the “bugging and 
burgling’* of private property by the police. 

Michael Howard said in a written House of Commons answer 
that police would have to apply for prior approval from a 
government-appointed security commissioner is ail but urgent 
cases. Where the matter was urgent, they would have to apply 
within 24 hours. The Government was defeated in the House of 
Lords on the issue after Labour withdrew its previous support for 


The Liberal Democrats claimed last night that the measures still 
did not provide adequate safeguards for the public. The parr v 
which has opposed the measures aU along, said there was no 



adequate definition of the circumstances in which exceptions could 
be made. The Law Society said the Bill remained flawed. 

Fran Abrams 

EU warned on overriding Parliament 

Tbe European Union was warned yesterday that it must not attempt to 
curtail the proposed rights of member parliaments to have a say on EU 
legislation. 

In a report on tbe current inter-governmental talks dealing with the 
future of the Union, the Commons European Legislation Committee said 
a new treaty “must give those who will be affected by legislation time to 
see it in draft and to have an input into the process ... Its provisions must 
□oL be so circumscribed, or diluted by exceptions, as to make them 
merely cosmetic.” 

The committee, which continues to complain about “unacceptable 
delays” in the receipt of texts of draft European Union legislation, said it 
considered effective parliamentary scrutiny “a touchstone of the [Ell's] 

. -d for the rights of the citizen Anthony Bevin 
□ Select Committee on European Legislation. The Draft Protocol on the 
Role of National Parliaments. Thirteenth repot, session 1996-97. Commons 
paper 36-xiiL HMSO; £8. 

Wife of NUM leader wins job back 

Anne Scargfll, the wife of miners 1 
leader Arthur, took on the Coop 
yesterday - to fight for her job. But 
just minutes before an industrial tri- 
bunal was due to start, negotiations 
ended with her announcing that 
she had won and would be back at 
work on Monday. 

Mrs ScargQl kxst her £7^XX)-a-year 
job with the Co-operative Society in 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, last Au- 
gust. She received a £4,200 redun- 
dancy pay-off for her 31 years' 
service and then discovered three 
days later that her former employers were advertising for SO more staff. 

Despite being taken on by the Co-op at Rochdale, Mrs Scargili decided 
to fight for her old job back. “I was not prepared just to take the redun- 
dancy money and go without a word. I was angry and I wanted my old job 
back.” Mrs Scargili, from Woisbrougb, Barnsley, claimed unfair dismissal 
but discussions before the scheduled hearing in Leeds ended with the an- 
nouncement that she had won her old job back. 

Nigeria pressed over jailed Briton 

Diplomatic pressure was growing on Nigeria last night over the 
detention of a Briton held without charge in the West African state 
for almost seven weeks. Officials earlier branded as “wholly 
unacceptable" the detention of 42-year-old Bruce Henderson, who 
was detained by the authorities in the sensitive Bakassi Peninsula 
while working on a World Wildlife Fund rain forest-project. 

A spokesman at the British High Commission confirmed that Mr 
Henderson, from Chapel of Garioch, near Inverurie in the'north of 
Scotland, is in good health and is being held in Lagos.. : v -• 

Still no verdict in tax fraud trial 

-The jury in the trial of Michael Allcock, a senior tax inspector accused of 
taking bribes from wealthy foreign businessmen - including holidays and 
the services of a prostitute - in return for tax favours, was sent home for a 
second night without reaching any verdicts yesterday. Mr All cock, 47, from 
Colchester, Essex, has denied 11 charges of corruption between 1987 and 
1992. The seven women and five men of the jury will return to court today 
to resume their deliberations. 

Priest recovering after stab attack 

A Roman Catholic priest was recovering in hospital yesterday after being 
slabbed in the back at his church, father Edward Carroll, 63, was stabbed 
between the shoulder blades as he went to a kitchen to make tea for a man 
who had come for help to the Sacred Heart Church, Holloway, north 
London. 

Police said it was thought the man had followed the priest to the kitchen 
and stabbed him with a kitchen knife. Tbe victim was taken to the Whit- 
tington Hospital and later transferred to the Middlesex. His condition was 
today said to be “serious hut stable”. Scotland Yard said the man had called 
at the church, was allowed in and engaged the priest in conversation. 

After the stubbing, a man telephoned police and later gave himself up 
in Holloway. 



briefing 



Epic cintena: Ralph Fiennes and Kristin Scott Thomas in MingheJia’s tale of love and war 

Tonic for British film-makers 


as 


B ritish talent is set to take a 
glittering share of the 1997 
Oscars as Hollywood offers 
one of the most interesting and 
eclectic Oscar line-ups in years. 

The English Patient, which has al- 
ready won rave reviews around the 
world, starring the : very British 
Ralph Rennes, was promised the 
biggest sweep on Academy Award 
night, with 12 nominations an- 
nounced, in the traditional pre- 
dawn ceremony yesterday. 

' Thie other contenders for the ma- - 
]or prize, BestPtetare, featured just : 
one film from a major Hollywood 
sba!^:Jeay Maguire, foe story of . 
a Sports agent, starring Tom Cruae, 
Australian Shine, the o^-beat 
■American crane, storyfitrgo, and the 7 
very Engtist\Sec7^ and ^ 
also m lhariifmfnjg; ■ ■?' *’’** 

But another tfeappoiritmerit for 
fwte.thafBm version of Arkfrew Lloyd 
Webber's musical, came with Alan 
Parker faffing to makelhecti for Best 
Director. Madonna, in the title role, 
also found herself shut out, despite 
being named last month as best ac- 
tress by the Hollywood foreign press 
In the Golden Globe awards, tradi- 
tionally a dry run for Oscar night. 


No disappointment though for 
the British director of Secrets and 
Lies, Mike Leigh, and actress Bren- 
da Blethlyri, who were nominated 
far Best Director and Best ActresS- 
Kenneth Branagh's, star-laced 
Hamlet did not fare weiL But only 
Branagh, it was said, could have 
won a nomination for Best Screen- 
play. (based on material previous- 
ly. publish ed or produced) on a 
fohr-houf film advertised as Shake- 
speare uncut : rI ' i 

v The EngTisft Patient was nomi- 
nated for: Best Picture, Best Actor 



Madonna: Surprise omission 


(Fiennes), Best Actress (Kristin 
Scott Thomas), Best Supporting 
Actress .(Juliet Binoche), Best 
Dffectar and Best Screenplay (Anth- 
ony MingheUa), art direction, cfne- 
matography, sound, dramatic score, 
costume, and fifrn editing. 

Fargo and Sftme won seven nonv 
inations, and Jerry Maguire andSe- - 
crefs and Lies- earned five. The 
nominations cxmfimwdifoyywoQd’s 
mounting love affair with foefower- 
budget independent film. H anything 
captured foe spirit of this year’s 
choices,' it was that Brenda Btelhlyn, 
playing a weak-minded working^' 
class, «uim,Js fo hot competition for; , 
foeBesrActress slot vtittfHanetes: J 
McOomen’s pteghartpoBpewwBatwj 
in Fatgo. Alhorougbly^iKric^^^v 
Fargo yvas 

Bevari^Wbrimg Tftfecor^Sry"^ 

Prominent also-rans Included 
Trainspotting ^ foe critically ac- 
claimed film about Scottish heroin 
addicts, which fafled to nets single 
major nomination. And, at the oth- 1 
er end of foe scale: Independence 
Day, an a blockbuster “event” fHm. 
about aliens zappfog foe world's ma£ 
jor cities, barely got a look in. 

• Than ComweS, Los Angetes 




Triplets are transplant pioneers 
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A 40-year-old man donated five 
feet of intestine to his triplet broth- 
er in a life-saving transplant oper- 
ation, it emerged yesterday. The 
successful operation follows foe 
sudden, tragic death of foe third 
triplet, who had initially agreed to 
be foe donor for Phillip Jones, a 
former heating engineer from Tot- 
ton, near Soufoampton. 

It is the first time British sur- 
geons have carried out an intes- 
tine transplant between identical 
siblings, and only foe seventh 
such operation on an adult at Ad- 
denbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge. 

Sir Roy Caine, foe pioneering - 
surgeon who performed the oper- 
ation, said yesterday: “This is an 
extreme example of devotion and 
love between two brothers who 
happen to be triplets." He said 
that intestinal transplants were no- 
toriously difficult, but using or- 
gans from identical siblings 


minimised foe chances of rejec- 
tion and other complications. 

The operation was carried out 
last September, but news was 
wifoeld until doctors were satis- 
fied that Mr Jones was recovering 
well. He is at home and can eat 
normally after four years of being 
fed on an intravenous drip. The 
donor, his brother Peter, a carpen- 
ter, is also well and unlikely to suf- 
fer any long-term ill-effects. 

Phillip's health problems began 
four years ago, after he broke his 
leg while playing footbalL He de- 
veloped a blood clot in his ab- 
domen and was unable to digest 
food. His health deteriorated 
rapidly, ftectors decided to at- 
tempt a J volant 

Yesterday, Peter said: “It was a 
big decision to take. But at the 
end of foe day, \ love my brother 
and I think anyone in this room 
would do foe same.” Uz Hunt 


Police investigate 
‘suspicious’ death 
of sitcom actor 

An investigation has been launched 
into the “susp^c^ous ,, death of 
1970s sitcom actor Barry Evans, 

52, star of foe series, Doctor in the 
House, and Mind Your Language. 

His body was found at his home 
in the village of Ctaybrooke Magna, 
near Lutterworth, Leicestershire, on 
Monday night He is believed to 
have died sometime on Sunday. 

Mr Evans is thought to have 
been unemployed and recently 
worked as a taxi driver. His body 
was found after police went to his 
house following the recovery of his 
white Montego car In foe nearby 
town of H/nckley on Monday night 
Three people were arrested near 
foe spot where foe car was found 
and are being questioned on suspi- 
cion of murder. Jason Bennetto 


SPORT 

Martlet forces mean rosy 
outlook for football 

’ the financial future of English football is brighter than at any time . 
since the late 1940s, according to a statistical analysis of dubs' ; . 

financial performance in the latest issue of the International Review \ 
of Applied Economics. Authors Stefan Szymansia and Ron Smith ... 
argue that the Thyior Report has forced clubs to invest m facilities, 
they would have had no incentive to provide of their own aoxwcL . 

Between 1974 and 1989 the game made big losses, showing ay ; 
profit in only six years. But the introduction of market force via •: 
tbe exposure of a stock market listing - there arc now a dozen 
quoted dubs and another half dozen planning to float - will force 
them to turn a profit in future. Newcastle would probably not have • 
paid a record f 15m for Alan Shearer if it had had to answer to ' 
external shareholders. . 

International Review of Applied Economics, January 1997, . Carfax 
Publishing . Diane Coyta 



ECONOMICS 

High street spending bounces back 

The fortunes of high street shops improved last months following 
the weaker than expected Christmas shopping period, according to 
a report published yesterday The value of retell sates in January 
rose by 4.9 per cent on the same month in 1996, and was a marked 
improvement on tbe 43 per cent «"««nal increase recorded in 
December. The British Retail Consortium, which compiled the 
report, said the figures were “reassuring” as they suggested retell 
sales would underpin economic growth in 1997. 

January's figure, which is measured on a like-for-Kke basis 
which compares the same area of selling space, has still not shown 
a return to the levels of 6 per cent growth recorded last summer. 
Across the three months between November and January, sales 
grew by 4.7 per cent, the lowest three-month rate since last spring. 


ROADS 


Bridges crumble in cash squeeze 

Britain’s roads and bridges are inadequately funded, leaving much 
of the network in a poor condition, a report by the all-party 
Commons Transport Committee said yesterday. The jack of money; 
could lead to bridges having to be dosed, which would hit business 
and industry. 

“The overwhelming message from theevidence we have received 
? is that spending on national and local road and bridge maintenance 
“BasJjeen insufficient to, maintain these important national assets in 
&63B condition," the report conducted. “If bridges are unable tty 
Tope with heavy lorries, they will have to be closed or. weight- ■ 
limited in some way. Such measures could isolate many businesses - 
._ and there are likely to be many instances where firms will suffer 
as a result". Randeep Ramesh 


EMPLOYMENT 


Men losing out in job market 

There 1 million fewer jobs in Britain than when John Major came 
to power, with men bearing tbe brunt of the slump, according to 
analysis of government fignres by tbe House of Commons 
library Statistics published by Ian McCartney, Labour 
employment spokesman, in advance of today’s official jobless 
figures, show that the work fo rce in employment has dropped from 
26,175,000 to 25478,000- The Dumber of men u work has declined • 
from 14,622,000 to 13 , 562 , 000 , but the n umber of women with jobs 
rose marginally from 11*553,000 to 11,616,000. Barrie dement 


ENVIRONMENT 


Counting cost of tanker disaster 

The-short-term environmental impact of the Sea Empress disaster V 
in Wales was considerable and could have been even worse, . 
according to a report yesterday from the committee set up by the -■ 
Government to assess the damage. 

At least 5,000 birds died, including a quarter of an 
flock of sea ducks, in tbe disaster a year ago this- week. Soiree 
km of coastline were affected by Britain’s third largest! 
spillage, after the Tbney Canyon in 1967 and the Braer 
ago. It is now estimated that more than 3,000 tonnes of 
was washed up on beaches. Roger 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412% of 
the raw material for UK newsp a pers J 
in the first half of 1996 jjLjfc 
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Jonathan Fost er 

EveHoweDs demanded «g gnfar 
massage from Glenn, her 
teenage son, attingnaked m the 
bedroom as the boy squirmed, 
averting his eyes from her **pri- 
vaie parts". She made both her 
sons depn the dirt from her toe- 
nails, spat abuse at them, beat 
thenv and tied them to the . 
kitchen table. She threatened to 
bum their teddy beats. 

She .'.blamed Glenn for the 
death. of her first-bom, and sat 
naked- on the toilet when he. 
showered. She abased him “on 
a global scale 9 , a clinical psy- 
flgi chologist told Leeds Crown 
~ Court s derm_was 15 when he 
smashed his mother’ssknll with 
the sharp and blunt ends of the 
hammer. Something had gone 
in his head, he told the court. 
Blood hit the ceiling, and then 
Glenn felt her pulse. “I want- 
ed my mum bade,** he said. She 
used to call him “a fat fucker”. 

Yesterday Mrs Howell's hus- 
band, husband David, and two 
teenage- sons, Glenn, now 17 
and John, now 16, were con- 
victed of her murder by a jury.. 
Mrs Howells, 48, died as the cul- 
mination of a dot hatched by 
the three to rid them of the 
source of persistent sexual, 
physical and emotional abuse. 

The judge, Mr Justice Affiott, 
will today pass sentences of life 
imprisonment on Mr Howells 
and indefinite detentions on 
Glenn and John. But be said he 
wanted to give lawyers addi- 
A rional time to prepare address- 
*1 es which may influence his 


amily who 


e 


T iff n if i 





Hell on earth: Glenn (left) who struck the fatal blows with a hammer, Mrs Howells (centre) with the boys as toddlers and John (right) 


recommendations for mmimima 
periods of detention. “Although 
I entirely endorse the verdicts, 
T don't know the whole truth” 
the judge said. 

The boys and their father 
planned various plots before 
Glenn was inspired by the 

Crimewatch programme to take 
a hammer to his mother at their 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, 
home in August 1995. The boys 
were to “discover” her killed 


(Farewell to age of steam 
and curly sandwiches) 


R andocp Ramesh 

Transport Conespondent - . 

The journey is over for British 
Rail The end of the line came 
yesterday after the Govern- 
ment announced that. the last 
trainset in public hands was to 
be given tocoach and rail giant 
National Express. 

The sale of Regional Rail- 
ways Central -whose network 
stretches from "Whies to Norwich 
-will put the nation’s vast pas-, 
senger rail network in private, 
hands. - . ■ 

British Sail was nationalised 
in 1948 by the Alice govern- 
ment. But its card was marked 
in the 1960s by Dr Richard 
Beeching BR’s chairman; who 
considered it a business not a 
social service. Since then poor 
investment - by both Labour 
and Tory governments - saw the 
once-prond network become 
the butt of cdzhmuter jokes. 


during a bmglaiy while their fa- 
ther was safe in the alibi ofapub 
dans match. But forensic evi- 
dence and police suspicions, 
aroused by the trio's absence of 
grief, led to the prosecutions. 

It was almost a paradoxical 
killing, the violent member of 
“the family from hell” in the 
morgue, her victims in the dock. 

Mrs Howells taught at a 
Huddersfield secondary school. 
She terrified pupils, according 


to a colleague. She was “very, 
very disturbed", she said. 

She was “Belsen thin. She 
said she had cancer, but there 
was little wrong with her body. 
She had a string of psychoso- 
matic disorders, her doctor 
said. He put her on Valium and 
sleeping tablets. 

She “swiped” an inheritance 
bequeathed to her father, and 
amassed a £15 5.000 personal 
fortune. Her salary was saved. 


and household expenses met 
from her husband's wages. 
David Howells drank too much: 
he was cuckolded by his best 
friend, frightened of his wife, 
and too weak to heed the boys' 
advice to get divorced. 

They lived at “Garth Edge”, 
a bungalow with ivy around the 
replacement windows, it stands 
on a middle-class street pro- 
tected by privet and sleeping po- 
licemen, but Mrs Howells was 


far from suburban discreet. 
One neighbour abandoned sit- 
ting in hs garden because of her 
cursing, another remembered 
bath-time for the children. “The 
screams that used to come out 
were like someone was mur- 
dering them”, the court heard. 
“It was almost as though die was 
drowning them.” 

John was his mother's 
favourite. He was not spared 
abuse, but enjoyed privileges. 


Photographs: Ross Parry 


sweets when he did the pedicure 
and a proper lea when she 
made Glenn do with bread and 
jam. John was “overly compli- 
ant”, social workers said. John 
said: “She was always a bitch ... 
she treated us like dirt.” 

At the age of 5. John would 
open as many as 18 tins of food 
when he came home from 
school, take a spoonful from 
each, then conceal them. He 
would urinate in the litter bin. 
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British Rail’s ride to the 
stock market was remarkably 
quick. Agreements on the pre- 
ferred ladders have been com- 
pleted in just over a year. The 
new" owners of the last seven 
franchises were revealed in just 
over a fortnight. The impend- 
ing election quickened the pace. 
, The sale of the Central fran- 
chise to National Express, 
makes the bos group the largest 
operators of trains in Britain. 
Privatisation wfll see Scottish 
trains run by National Express, 
an Enghrit coach company, and 
the largest chunk of British 
Rail in the hands of a French 
company, Conner. 

“Franchising has turned the 
urihied national railway network 
into a disorganised patchwork 
of competing companies. This 
will see network benefits like 
connecting services fade away 
replaced by cost cutting and 
poor service quality,” said 






bile around the edge of hs bed, 
and break loys. A psychiatrist 
said he was young to be acting 
like that, and was probably re- 
belling against her discipline. 

Three dtys after they es- 
caped her discipline by murder, 
the bin's went into lawn to cel- 
ebrate 'their liberation. They had 
their cars pierced. 

Jurors heard conversations 
between the three, “bugged" at 
a police station on the author- 
ity of an assistant chief consta- 
ble. Forensic evidence had put 
the boys by their mother when 
the blood flew. David Howells 
had behaved suspiciously, any 
feelings of bereavement subor- 
dinated lo a thirst for ale. 

He told the boys to stick lo 
the stray, bluff if out. "If you two 
tweak, then I’m in as well." 

But ihc enduring impression 
of the tapes was Glenn's misery. 
“Got no dad any more ... got 
no mum and dad ... want me 
mum.” he sobbed. 

The hoys made confessions 
but told different stories. David 
Howells stuck to his; he found 
out what the boys hud done, 
never condoned it, but tried to 
contrive a plausible cover-up. 

John said his father joined the 
plotting “a little bit". John's ad- 
missions consisted of "wicked 
lies", his father said. Ciknn 
slid his father knew nothing. 

Under cross-examination, 
Glenn was asked: “Would you 
have killed your mother with- 
out the approval of your father, 
depriving him of a wife?" "She 
deprived me of mv life,” Glenn 
said. 
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National pride: Hie railways’ heydays inspired great engineering feats - such as the Forth Bridge, shown In the BR poster by Terence Cuneo Science Museum Poster Collection 


Jonathan Bray, campaigner 
with Save Our Railways, a 
group setup to halt the sell-off. 

For some observers, howev- 
er, tite railways should never 
have left private hands. They 
point out that entrepreneurs 
gave birth to the Victorian rail 
renaissance. The first railway 
open to the general publicstart- 


ed in 1825 when George 
Stephenson’s steam locomo- 
tive graced The Stockton & 
Darlington railway line.. 

The Victorian railways were 
the engine of progress in 1800s. 
But the past has lessons for to- 
day’s new owners. As competi- 
tion intensified between private 
firms, many went bust. 


The rise of the railways was 
cut short by the motor car in the 
1920s. This saw the plethora of 
smaller companies bought up by 
larger rafl firms. In 1923, only 
four companies were left - 
Southern, London North East- 
ern, Great Western and Lon- 
don, Midland, Scottish. 

Critics argue that the present 


structure has created a new se- 
ries of rafl barons prepared to 
cut services should passengers 
desert the railways. Virgin’s 
Richard Branson owns most of 
the Intercity services, including 
the 700 miles of West Coast 
mainline. Anti-privatisation 
campaigners say that Stage- 
coach, a bus firm which won one 


of the largest rail franchises, has 
provided a “poor” service. Its 
company. South West Trains, 
was forced to cancel hundreds 
of trains this week. 

However, this pales into in- 
significance when one remem- 
bers George Hudson - tire last 
“railway king”. In 1844, he con- 
trolled more than 1 ,000 miles of 


railway. His fall was rapid after 
investors found he had paid 
more than E90JXX) in dure div - 
idends to line his own pockets. 

Despite its fall, British Rail 
is will have the last laugh. It can 
only be finally killed by an Act 
of Parliament - an unlikely 
event before the election. 

South West fined, page 16 
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New horizons: How the wind farm might look, with the end of Clacton pier In the foreground. Wind speeds on the sandbank four miles offshore average 20mph 


Photograph: Keith Dobney/Photomontage: JortathaMnstaa 


Giant turbines star in end of the pier show at Oaetoif 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

Clacton-on-Sea is to get a new 
end-of-the-pier show. The 
world's largest offshore wind 
farm, and Britain's first, is to be 
planted on a sandbank four 
miles off the Essex coast. 

The Government has given 
its blessing to the pioneering 
£35 m project with its 40 huge 
turbines by ordaining 15 years 


of guaranteed stable prices for 
the electricity it will generate, 
thus making the wind farm 
commercially viable. 

Advocates of wind power 
have lone been urging a move 
out to sea, where the winds are 
stronger and less turbulent and 
can produce extra power. Off- 
shore developments are more 
expensive to install than their on- 
shore counterparts but there are 
likely to be far fewer complaints 


about wind farms r uining the 
scenery, and about noise. 

The turbines, 230ft tall from 
sea level to the tips of then* top- 
most blade, will generate 
enough electricity for a town of 
70.000 people. They will be 
clearly visible from the Essex 
seaside towns of Gacton and 
Frinton. But they will be suffi- 
ciently distant and dispersed to 
not dominate the horizon. 

The construction of the tur- 


bines and their emplacement 
will be carried out by a Dutch 
company, Windm aster, it is 
hoped by the ead of next year. 
The company's development 
manager, Englishman Christo- 
pher Glen, said he hoped up to 
50 per cent of the turbines 
would be made in Britain. 

“It's a flagship project," he 
said. “You get smoother, stead- 
ier winds offshore and it’s be- 
coming increasingly difficult to 


get planning permission for 
new wind farms on land." 

The United Kingdom has 
the biggest “wind resource" in 
Europe, but Germany, Den- 
mark and Holland produce 
more electricity from this source 
than Britain. There are now 34 
onshore wind farms in the UK, 
providing enough electricity for 
a rite the size of Cardiff The cost 
of their power has been falling 
steadily and is now close to com- 


peting with coal and gas fired 
power stations. 

Last week, the Government 
ann ounced that a further 65 

wind turbine projects would 
qualify for guaranteed, stable 
prices. This means that all elec- 
tricity consumers pay a small 
subsidy above the tree-market 
price for power. This system is 
used to encourage the devel- 
opment of non-polluting, re- 
newable energy sources. 


The Government has not yet 
nam ed the successful projects or 
informed their backers but The 
Independent has learnt that they 
indude two offshore wind farms 
-at Gacton and a much small- 
er one, with just two turbines, 
off Bfylh, Northumberland. 

Wind turbines at sea do not 
need planning permission from 
local councils, and yesterday 
Tend ring council - which cov- 
ers Gacton and Frinton -knew 


nothing about the pnijeet Mr 
Glen said local people and the 
council would be keptitdfy'in- 
fbrmed and their views sought 
Buttbe project wffl hssetoga 
other government penr&aons to 
avoid any threat to shipping or 
fishing. And it will have to reach 
agreement with the Crown Es- -) 

rate Commissioners to rent the . V 
seabed which, up tof-2 males 1 
offshore, belongs to the Queen, • I 
The money will go to the state. 1 
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Drug-testing in 
jails raises fears 


Prtricto Wynn Paviea 

One of the country’s leading 
drug addiction centres has been 
asked by the Prison Service 
to mvesugate“dnigswitdJuhg" 
by prisoners from cannabis 
to heroin to beat mandatory 
drugs tests. 

Despite assertions by 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, that the random test- 
ing programme ison course for 
success, the service gave the go- 
ahead for the study by the Na- 
tional Addiction Centre at the 
Maudstey Hospital, south Lon- 
don, earlier this month. 

It follows repeated claims 
that inmates are turning to 
hard drugs such as heroin or 
crack cocaine which r emains de- 
tectable in the bloodstream for 


The tests were introduced in 
eight pilot establishments r m 
February 1995 and later' ex- 
tended to all jails. The Prison 
Service aims to complete 60,000 
tests a year, either randomly or 
on suspitiorc 

Mr Howard told the Prison 


creasingfy effective deterrent, as 
well as identifying drug users 
both for punishment and treat- 
ment” 

But latest results suggest that 
far from stamping out the drugs 
problem, the tests have en- 
couraged some prisoners to 
switch from cannabis to opiates. 

Between March and Sep- 
tember last year, the number of 
randomly selected prisoners 
who tested positive for cannabis 
fell from 25.97 per cent to 
19.74 per cent, while those test- 
ing positive for opiates rose 
from 5.01 per cent to 635 per 
cent Tests based on suspicion 
during the same period saw a 
similar reduction for cannabis 
and a rise for opiates. 

A stuefy by Sheila Gore, of the 
Medical Research Council Bio- 
statistics Unit, and Graham 
Burd, of the Churchill Hospi- 
tal, Oxford, suggested that test- 
ing had “zero effectiveness in 
countering addiction and dis- 
order”. And with spending run- 
ning at £I6,000-£22,000 a 
month for a 500-prisoner jafl. 
the scheme cost at least twice 
that of a drug reduction and re- 
habilitation programme. 

Case studies obtained by the 
National Association of Pro- 
bation Officers (Napo) sup- 


port fears that prisoners are 
drug switching to avoid de tec- : 
flora In one case; a 31-year-old 
at HMP Erlestoke was serving 
two years for drug-related of- 
fences. He Med a random lest 
last autumn and was given (he 
standard punishment of serving 
an additional 14 days. He then 
switched to smoking heroin to 
avoid further positive tests. He 
told his parole officer that this 
was not uncommon. ' 

A 26-year-old remanded at 
Durham op cha rgeso f grievous 

ular cannabis user andswftchea 
to smoking heroin to beat the 

tests. He said heroin was as easy 

to obtain as cannabis. 

A 24-year-old from the^' 
South-west who was sentenced 
to three years for various bur- 
glaries switched from cannabis 
to heroin and became a heavy 
user He claimed his habit was 
developed while he was in HMP 
Sheptoo Mallet. ; ’ 

Harry Fletcher, Napp assis- 
tant general secretary,, said: 
“The implications of theswitch 
are very serious. \ . 

“An increase in heroin- de- 
pendency mearaanincrease in 
crime. Needfe-sharingisahigh-^. 
risk activity and : -_- 

woisens control problems.” 
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There’s a simple way of controlling your costs. Abbey National has on offer a range of competitively 
priced fixed rate mortgages that enable you to peg your mortgage 
outgoings. 

The above rate is available to all customers moving home including first 
time buyers. Please call 0800 100 800 and quote reference 
A450B/ 1 3, or call into your local branch to find out about other fixed 
rates available. 
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MORTGAGES 



YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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The former Wimbledon goal- 
keeper, Hans Segers, yesterday 
admitted having cheated and 
lied, but insisted he had never 
thrown a football match. 

The former player, accused 
of being pan of a pitot to rig Pre- 
mier League games, told Win- 
chester Crown Court that he 
had lied to his wife and the po- 
lice and had cheated the tax- 
marc But he denied “throwing” 
any matches including his side's 
game at Everton in May 1994, 
when the Merseyside team won 
3-2 to stay in top flight footbalL 

Dutch-bom Mr Segers, 35, 
the former Wimbledon and As- 
ton Villa striker, John Eashanu, 
34, the former Southampton 
and Liverpool goalkeeper 
Bruce Grobbelaar. 39, and a 
Malaysian businessman Heng 
Snan Lira. 31, aQ deny con- 
spiracy to give and accept cor- 
rupt payments. All four also 
deny being part of an alleged 
plot to influence the outcome 
of matches for the benefit of a 
Far East betting syndicate. 

Throughout a (fay in the wit- 
ness box, Mr Segers repeated- 
ly said he had never thrown a 
match, or been asked ta At one 
point he was in tears as he ex- 
plained why he had lied to po- 


lice when interviewed after his 
arrest, saying that he had been 
concerned he had been break- 
ing Football Association rules 
by forecasting match results 
for Mr Urn. Mr Segers has told 
the court he was forecasting 
Dutch matches and help ing , 
with information on some Eng- 
lish matches for Mr Lim T who 

M assed tips to a wealthy 
odonesian benefactor who 
liked betting on games. 

“I thought everything was go- 
ing to be taken away.frbm me. 
nay livelihood,” Mr Severs said. 
“Football was everything I had 
got I wake up with fbotballand 
go ro bed with football.” : 

That was why he had lied. Mr 
Segers agreed with David 
Calvert Smith, for the prose- 
cution, that he had lied to Ids 
wife, Astrid, in the eariy 1990s. - 
The court has beard that 
there was an article in a news- 
paper at that time exposing a 
sexual relationship Mr Segers 
was having He said his wife : 
gave him an ultimatum that if 
it happened again hewould be 
packing his suitcase; Mr Calyeft ; 
Smith said: “Having been’, 
shown a yellow card by your 
wife, you offended again? You 
had an affair with somebody 


else?” lVfrSegera replied^ “Tiks; 

I did.” He agreed that behad 
ttitell lies about wbere hewas, 
and gk people to cover far Mm 

and Ire covered for MrEashanu 
when he : had similar problems. 

When asked if he- bad delib- 
erately failed to declare .how,- 
much .he. was earning, to their , 
Inland Revenue, Mr S«ets- - 
replied: “It wasjust very fool- • 
of me.*. ' • 

Asked hewrmuch inooafahe 
failed to dedare, Mr Segwssaid: 
“It's djffieultto say.” : '■ 

. ' Mr Segers has told Iheooprt 
that 5omeof thejmoney hep^ 

into , a Swiss bank account was 

pro^ from a tfa business, giv- 
en tohimjttcash by WsDaKO" 
based partner lo save Uruted 
Kingdom tax. ■ 

The Crown, claims ft- has 
linked payments of £104.000 
ioto the account to^ 
matches dlcgedfy hy 

the syndicate. . . j;.-'.-' 

Mr Segers also ccaifir®^ 


terwewedby pwice. such astiot 
he did notknowMr * 

fyl'eyef qpo&e'.n Eksfamm ana \ . 
that mtmwihtije account can* / 

partiyfrcsn .caf .cr^e-intT-Hte- • 

Netheriands as a tee»a®er.; ; ; 
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I I fe small wonder that the Prime 
Minister runs so far ahead of his 
party in popular estimation. With a 
tew notable exceptions, he is not only 
seen* nicer than most of his colleagues, 
but funnier too. There is a pan ofJohn 
Major's psyche that sips rum-punches in 
cairn, warm lands - whereas ids 
desperate, fractious friends live year 
f 0 ™^ tn,a region of cold winds and 
barren hills, where dog eats dog. 

The curs were certainly running 
drang defence question-tirneTrSt 

keen -snooted whippet, Nigel Evans 
(0>n, RibWe Vhlley) told the House 
mat his pan of Lancashire (which is 
down to make the fins, or the bellv of 
the Eurofighter) had not forgotten the 
cancellation of the TSR2 bv Harold 
wuson, which had “cost hundreds of 


S’-pKlNC. I Hf 

1 if 


thousands of jobs in the Preston area". 
So was not Labour’s proposed defence 
review a pile of old knob? Having 
delivered himself of this abuse of 
question-rime, a silly exaggeration and 
piece of chronic wish-fulfilment all at 
the same rime. Mr Evans subsided with 
an artful imitation of genuine anger on 
his pinched features. 

AD who were involved - or listening - 
were exhausted by this kind of idiocy by 
the time we got to Prime Minister’s 
questions. Those who believe (like 
Douglas Hard) that all is basically well 
at Parliament, should examine a copy of 
yesterdays Hansard and see for 
themselves with what contempt the 
concept of ministerial accountability is 
treated by the ruling party. 

PM’s Qs, of course, has long since 


DAVID., -j 

ironovitch 


House game of baiting the 
Beast for telling the truth 


ceased to have any function other than 
being a piece of partisan theatre. Only 
the most unhiddable or bolshy 
backbenchers ask any question other 
than the one that the whips hu e written 
out for them. And usually these are 
either Labour quips aiming to expose 


dither, or Ton- plants trying to suggest 
danger. 

But someone in the PM’s office had 
been doing their homework. 'The under* 
secretary with responsibility for sending 
out cards on the occasion of birthdays 
had noticed that yesterday was the b5lh 


anmwnHY of the birth of the Beast of 
Bolsovcr. Dennis Skinner. Clever chaps 
at No H* sal around and wrote out a little 
question for one of the reliable back- 
benchers to ask. and an amusing series of 
responses for the PM 10 come back with. 

So, the Blair- Major ritual being done. 
Tun Devlin | Stockton til arose to ask 
the PM to reflect upon the acquisition 
of pensioner status by the honourable 

member. The House mared, some sang 
Happy Birthday Dear Be-aM. Mr Major 
delivered Jus lines well and warmly. 

But what of Dennis? He scowled 
furiously and refused to smile. Perhaps 
he knows that link' is mure nauseating 
than his adoption as lame ranting 
revolutionary by an utterly unfrigh toned 
House. Or maybe he is just \ ain enough 
not to warn his advanced age discussed 


publicly. But the more he scowled, the 
funnier everyone thought it all was. “1 
hope he smiles before he's wi“. Major 
joked, with spot-on comic timing. 

Flouting convention. Speaker Belly 
Boothroyd called an anger-roddy Skinner 
to reply. .And Dennis guming like .in 
allenuatcd Lo Dawson - celebrated bis 
65th in the same way he prohibit marked 
his 5th - with a disconnected rant about 
the appalling Tories and their leader 
who had u comc from the belly of 
the hanking establishment", given us 
Black Wednesday and doubled die 
national debt. 

Oh, how we all laughed! For though 
every word that Skinner said was true, 
we all knew there was sod-all that 
anybody (apart from the nice Mr Major) 
could do about it. 
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by Major in 
devolution row 
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^asked^whettwr Health Sacsftaty Stephen Docrefl shcujdre* he a*n&- 
tret&¥«itfw -feraand manifest ottr in the NHS. mtte than UemUte. 


d**taWf troin the Labour line cp QtmAOon: 
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FraoAtnms and 
Coin Brown 

John Major yesterday issued a 
humiliating rebuke to his Sec- 
retary of State lor Health after 
a senes of cabinet spfits over the 
issue of Scottish devolution. 

In a move that wifi be wide- 
ly interpreted as the latest skir- 
mish in the Conservative Party 
leadership battle, the Prime 
Minister publicly sacked 
Stephen DorreU from an extra 
role on the constitution. 

The Prime Minister used a 
press conference on education 
to chum that Mr DorreD had 
never even held the campaign- 
ing post at alL 
The Health Secretary had 
told a newspaper that a future 
Tory government would abolish 
a Scottish parliament set up by 
Labour- a daim which was then 
refitted by the Scottish Secre- 
tary, Michael Forsyth. 

Mr Major said yesterday that 
it was he, and not Mr DorrelL 
who was in overall charge of pol- 
icy on devolution. 

“Responsibility for the con- 
stitution rests with the Prime 
Minister and the Secretaries 
of State for Scotland and 
TOJes," he said “That has al- 
ways been the case and it re- 
mains the case. • 

*fts Michael Fbrsyth has said 
for a long time, if you have an 
omelette like that, it isn’t an 


omelette that can be readily un- 
scrambled" 

It is not the first time that Mr 
Dorrcll has been accused of 
straying from his brief in the in- 
terests of pursuing bis leader- 
ship ambitions. 

In January, he caused a sim- 
ilar furore when be suggested 
that Britain's relationship with 
the European Union should be 
renegotiated. 

Mr DorreU privately sought 
to limit the damage, which 
could dent his long-term ambi- 
tions for the lory leadership, 
telling friends that he would stfil 
speak on constitutional issues. 

He faced further embarrass- 
ment later in the House of 
Commons, when he announced 
a retreat on the NHS Primary 
Care Bill. 

Labour's health spokesman, 
Chris Smith, accused him of 
“backtracking” twice in two 
days. “It is the Secretary of 
State's week for backtracking,’ 7 
he said “He spent most of yes- 
terday trying unsuccessfully to 
extricate himself from the bole 
that be has injudiciously plant- 
ed himself m with Scottish 
devolution. Now he has climbed 
down over a central feature of 
the BilL” 

Mr DorreU announced, as 
The Independent reported yes- 
terday, that he would table an 
amendment to the Bill to pre- 
vent private companies such as 


Clouds still hover over the 
Conservatives in Wirral 


Fears about the 
state of the NHS 
and education are 
persuading Tories 
to switch to Labour 
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Labour are on course fora spec- 
tacular by-election victory in 
Wirral South as canvassing yes- 
terday showed that the early 
trend of disgruntled Conserva- 
tive voters switching to Labour 
seems to be continuing. 

At the centre of this swing is 
the barometer ward of Be- 
bington, a mixed residential 
and industrial area in the north 
of the constituency. It was once 
a safe Tbiy area but in the last 
three years Labour has won 
three council seats in local elec- 
tions and Bebington is now an 


twqjnain parties. Many people 
in the area are what politicians 
call the “aspirant” classes: peo- 
ple who have moved from Liv- 
erpool or Ellesmere Port for a 
better standard of living, schools 
and housing. 

Yesterday under a grey 
cloudy skv the mood in Village 
Road, Bebington, reflected dis- 
mal prospects for the Conser- 
vatives and their 8,183 majority. 
Claire Francis, 24, a tour oper- 
ator, voted Conservative in 
1992 but will now vote for 
Labour’s candidate Ben Chap- 
man. Her reasons echo the 
Mens of many people inter- 
viewed by The Independent. 

“Ilfs all about the state of the 
health service. From what I 
have seen it’s time for a 
change,” he said- . - 

She believes that Tbny Blair 
is charismatic, thinks John Ma- 
jor has lost the plot and while 
accepting that many people, in- 
cluding herself, are fed-up with 
politicians, she says a new gov- 
ernment is essentiaL “Otherwise 
I will be in despair,” she said. 

. This desire . for change is noi 
ccmfinrf to the young. A retired . 

newsagent George Thompson, 
67, has always voted Conserv- 
ative - until now. He cites pay 
in the NHS and education but 
■ is also tired of the “sleaze” sur- 
rounding the government and 
ils attitude of^ “giving jobs for the- 



philanthropist founder of Port Sunlight in the Wirral South seat Photograph: David Rose 


boys'*. His fears about what a 
T ^bour gpvennne gtmightdoin 
power have been allayed by the 
party’s reforms. “Tbny Blair is 
modi more in the middle now, 
bnt I would not have voted for 
NeflKinnock.” 

Mr Thompson's disenchant* 
meat reflects the findings of an 
opinion poll at the weekend 
winch suggested that Labour 
could . win a comfortable ma- 
jority on 27 Februapr. Bui as the 
poll also Hinted he is not so sure 
who 10 vote for in the general 
election - though he will prob- 
ably still opt for Labour. 

Many Tories have still to 
make up their mind. Brian 
Sumner, 49, a clerk, is con- 
cerned about the NHS. and also 

law add order. “The health ser- 
vice seems to be deteriorating 
and it appears more dangerous 
as far as polkmg is concerned. 
I fear that the fabric of society 
is beginning to crumble at the 
edges,” he says. . 

But as a new homeowner, Mr 
Sumner is unsure what a change 
of government might bring. “Is 
the cost of living going to rise 
under a Labour government? 
WW interest rates go up? I just 
don't know who to believe.” 

The Conservatives have 
fought the campaign by trying 
to localise national issues and 


in particular have hammered 
aggressively on the likely fate of 
grammar schools in the con- 
stituency under a Labour gov- 
ernment. Helen Owen, 35, a 
Labour voter, said grammar 
schools were the first issue 
raised at her door ty a Tory can- 
vasser, who said the schools' fine 
would be uncertain under a 
Blair administration. “Doesn’t 
that worry you?" he asked her. 
After a brief conversation the 
canvasser left telling hen “You 
should stay indoors more and 
watch more TV.” 

Mrs Owens said: 'T was quite 
surprised by the attitude. He 
was quite rude." ■ 

Though the strategy has pro- 
voked a further “clarification" 
of Labour's stance on selective 
schools and despite claims by 
the Conservative candidate Les 
Byrotn that the message is get- 
ting through. The Independent 
foimd little evidence that the. 
grammar school debate is in- 
fluencing votes - though many 
voters were worried about the 
general standard of education. 

One Tbiy supporter who 
asked not to be named said it 
would not decide her vote. 
“What worries me is John Ma- 
jor. He is just a puppet.” 

Roy Clarice, 51, an engineer, 
once voted Conservative but 


now feels they have gone too far 
over privatisation and sees 
Labour as a party of modera- 
tion and Conservative values - 
with a small c. “The unions 
needed taming but the Tbries 
are now out of touch. They call 
themselves Conservatives but 
they are the radicals.” 

There is a feeling among 
Labour voters that the tide is 
turning their way and claim that 
friends and family are helping 
switch votes. Andrew McGiiffie, 
52, an insurance agent, said: 
“My father-in-law has always 
voted Conservative. He is now 
talking about voting Labour." 

Yet many Conservatives are 
finding it hard to contemplate 
changing sides despite their 
anger at the parry. Ivor and He- 
len Pierce said they would 
“grudgingly" vote for John Ma- 
jor again even though they did 
not much like him. They said 
they did not trust Tony Blair. 

Such die-hard sentiments are 
the reason why Labour activists 
caution against too much opti- 
mism in a seat which does not 
feature in their 1st of “must- 
win 7 ’ target constituencies for 
the general election. But in 
their more sanguine moments 
they are hoping that the voters 
of Bebington might just swing 
it for them. 


supermarkets hiring family doc- 
tors to open surgeries. 

Yesterday's manoeuvring^ in- 
dicated a new intensity of elec- 
tion campaigning. Two new 
planned policy changes sug- 
gested that the Government was 
anxious not to lei Labour gain 
the initiative. 

In Parliament, Mr Major in- 
dicated that he was prepared to 
look at the possibility of mak- 
ing Holocaust denial illegaL 
and revealed that he was plan- 
ning a meeting with the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, fallowed Labour pro- 
posals to force disclosure of sex 
offences to schools and other 
agencies with his own propos- 
als to let residents know when 
a sex offender moves into their 
neighbourhood. 

Last night. Labour’s head of 
election strategy, Peter Man- 
dclson. accused the Conserva- 
tives of “jackdaw tendencies". 
Several Labour initiatives on 
education had been copied, he 
said, along with a commitment 
to flexible pensions, plans to 
help lone parents back to 
work and proposals to outlaw 
stalking. 

“Bereft of their own ideas 
and out of touch with the 
public's mood, the Tories have 
decided to launch a wholesale 
raid on new Labour's policies,” 
he said. 
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Trade talk: President Alberto Fujimori of Peru visiting Baroness Thatcher’s Belgravia 
offices yesterday while in London for the Latin America trade forum Photograph: John 


More is less 


Now 

£ 899 + vat 
(£ 1 , 057 ) 


Compaq Deskpro 2000 5133 M1620 
Intel Pentium’’ 1 33-MHz processor 
1.6GB hard drive 
16 -MB memory, 256KB cache 
Compaq 140 1 4” SVGA monitor. 


All Deskpro PCs have huge price reductions 
of up to 24°e. What’s more, until the end of April 
our special promotion prices mean you will pay even 
less for a Deskpro 2000 w ith a Compaq 140 or V50 
monitor. This means if you’re a growing husinc« 
your budgets will now stretch to faster processors 
and larger hard drives. 

OFFER ENDS 

30TH APRIL Id* Vi 


Not to mention even lower long term costs 
of PC ownership. All this comes from 
the number one brand in the UK for /*fjj&T N 
deskhased PCs* To take advantage ( 
of this offer contact vour reseller 
nr for promotion details call us 
between S.30am and Kpm 1 9am- 5pm at weekends). 


Tel: 0990 50 00 20 
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THERE’LL BE 
A WAILING 


AN’ A WEEPING 


AN’ A GNASHING 
OF TEETH 


(POWN AT BT 
ANYWAY). 



'Vfau see, despite BT’s latest round of price curs, 
■we’re still 20% cheaper for international rails on 
weekday evenings and all weekend. 

So if you’re a Mercury customer; there's a lot of 
whooping an’ a singing an’ a cheering. 

For details FreeCall 0500 500 366. 

Mercury SmartCall 

VUu don’t have to be a genius to see how much you*H save. 
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news 


Puritan Britons 


become nation 


of secret bingers 


Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs Correspondent 


We are becoming a nation of 
spendthrift puritans, shying 
away from conspicuous 
consumerism but indulging in 
regular treats which end up 
costing u$ more, according to 
new research. 

After tightening their purse 
strings in the early 1990s. when 
the recession bit. people have 
started to spend beyond their 
means, the market analyst 
Mrntel said yesterday. 

While personal disposable 
income has increased by 8.8 per 
cent since 1992. consumer ex- 
penditure has unproved by 10.5 
per cent. But concerns over job 
security and the lade of the feel- 
good factor have led to a drip- 
feed approach to spending on 
smaller indulgent items, such as 
chocolate, takeaway meals, 
magazines and cinema tickets. 

We now spend almost as 
great a percentage of our 
i ncome on gambling, due to the 
National Lottery, as we do on 
school fees, including parental 
contribution to student grants 
and school fees. 


Cinema attendance has gone 
up by 53 per cent over the past 
five years, convenience fooa has 
increased by 32 per cent and 
male toiletries by 37 per cent. 

The British Lifestyles report 
calls the phenomenon “the 
hidden recovery”. It reports 
that credit is fuelling what is 
regarded as a "mini-boom”, 
helped by the ease of pay-laier 
terms in the high street 

But the feel-good factor still 
eludes Britons. Few consumers 
feel they are becoming more af- 
fluent. for which the report 
thinks there are several reasons. 

Low inflation means that 
while wages may have risen in 
real terms, consumers, used to 
big absolute increases, do not 
regard them as high enough to 
go on a spending spree. 

Continuing worries about 
job security discourage con- 
sumers from committing them- 
selves to buying items which 
require large amounts of mon- 
ey, but buy indulgence products 
instead as a reward for being fi- 
nancially prudent, or to cheer 
themselves up after a bad day 
at work. 

They shrink from the kind of 


Where we spend our spare cash 



% of 

% change 


expenditure 

current terms 


1996 

1986-96 

Domestic & garden help 
Educational lees 

0.9 

+294 

1.4 

+293 

Other vehicles 

0.6 

+239 

House purchase 

13.9 

+221 

Cinema 

Sickness & accident 

0.1 

+210 

insurance 

0.5 

+210 

Medical insurance 

0.4 

+190 

Gambling (losses) 
Recorded music & 

1.3 

+189 

musical instruments 
Source: MJntei 

0.9 

+177 


expensive home improvements 
and large-scale borrowing that 
marked the Eighties' boom. 

Home ownership is also seen 
as a powerful arbiter of bow- 
people view their own personal 
affluence. 

A decade ago borne owner- 
ship accounted for 40 per cent 
of oeL personal wealth. Today 
the figure is nearer 25 percent. 
This is due to a higher 
proportion of money bemg tied 
up in assets snob as life 
assurance and pension funds. 
They now account for one- 
third of all personal wealth. As 
a result, most people do 
not feel as "well off” as in the 
pasL 

The biggest concern for 
20- to 34-year-olds is money 
limiting their lifestyle, though 
for 35- to 54-year-olds this is 
superseded by health. 

Areas that' are likely to see 
good rates of growth in the long 
term included domestic help 
and garden help, which have 
grown 294 per cent over the past 
10 years, medical insurance, 
which is up by 190 per cent and 
education - up 293 per cent. 

Men are having to adapt to 
a changing society where more 
people live alone instead of 
moving from the parental home 
to the marital home. Only 12 
per cent of men do not usually 
shop for groceries. But they are 
still more disorganised as thev 
depend on the availability of 
convenience stores which are 
open long hours. 

Men are also more likely to 
eat takeaways because they 
cannot be bothered to cook, and 
convenience foods now account 
for a quarter of in-home food 
sales. People are also eating out 
more with 25 percent rlaimiqg 
to eat out regularly. 

■ British Lifestyles 1997: £995; 
from Mimel on 0171 606 6000. 
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Timeless: Tamara Beckwith (left) and Christina Estrada model Christian Dior creations 
from 1947 at the Imperial War Museum, south London, where an exhibition opens today 
to mark the 50th anniversary of Dior's post-war ‘New Look’ Photograph: Absdirt^Vincenfe 


Working lives 
bring back the 
latchkey kids 


James Cusick 


Britain is producing a large 
new generation of “latchkey” 
children. According to a na- 
tional survey, 350000 five-to-ll- 
year-olds, or 9 per cent of pri- 
mary-school chMren, go home 
to an empty house and watch 
television. 

The conclusions, published 
yesterday, are from a report by 
the Kids’ Clubs Network, a vol- 
untary group which organises af- 
ter-school childcare. The 
findings are described as a “sit- 
uation of unease”, with children 
"becoming more isolated” and 
“tempted into crime through 
boredom and lack of amenities". 


Most parents questioned for 
the report agreed the life of a 
latchkey child was “lonely and 
potentially dangerous”, with a 
third of all parents worried 
about what happened to their 
child after school hours. 

With 70 per cent of mothers 
with primary-school children 
working, the report says that in 
addition to the growth of 
latchkey kids, a quarter of all 
primary-school children now 
go to and from school without 
adult supervision. 

Coming after recent research 
on the negative effects of work- 
ing parents on children’s edu- 
cational development, the 
findings are likely to add to the 


debate on childcare. At a con- 
ference in London yesterday to 
launch the latest research, the 
director of Kids Cubs Net- 
work, Anne Longfield, said: 
“We can’t on the one band en- 
courage parents to take up em- 
ployment and training and yet 
ignore the lack of after-school 
childcare provision." 

The 9 per cent figure comes 
from research which said 6 per 
cent of children were “definitely 
left alone” but added that the 
true figure, given parents who 
masked the situation, pushed it 
up to 9 per cent 
At the conference. Labour’s 
education spokesman, David 
Blunkett, called for the “de- 
velopment of a national network 
of after-school clubs to ensure 
that a0 children are cared for 
in a safe and stimulating envi- 
ronment at the end of the 
school day”. Mx Blunkett 
widened Tbny Blair’s recent 
call for homework centres by 
saying that “after-school dubs, 
together with after-school sport 
and leisure, are the antidote to 
the latchkey kid waiting in an 
empty house ...” 

Although Labour has said it 
intends to make after-school 
care a priority, expanding the 
voluntary sector in conjunction 
with the Government, no spe- 
cific targets or funding have yet 
been given. 


Pop culture to be held in storage 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


The Government is planning 
massive new warehouses to 
store every piece of electronic 
pop culture being prodneed. 

Under proposals made pub- 
lic yesterday, Spice Girls CDs, 
television sitcoms and CD-Rom 
games would be ranked along- 
side Jane Austen and the clas- 
sics of English literature by a 
legal obligation that they be 
stored for posterity. 

At present there is a legal 
requirement that every new 
book be deposited with the 
British Library. But there is no 
obligation on record companies, 


CD-Rom producers, film mak- 
ers and commercial television 
channels to deposit their prod- 
ucts. Yesterday the Govern- 
ment signalled its intention to 
change this because of the ex- 
plosion in electronic information, 
admitting it would be necessary 
to build massive storage spaces. 

National heritage minister - 
Iain Sproat regretted that some 
early episodes of Dad's Army 
had been lost because of the 
lack of a legal requirement to 
keep them. He had no problems 
with the work of the Sex Pistols 
being stored for posterity. 

“Our descendants should be 
exposed to the Sex Pistols,” he 
said. “All these things should be 


kept, because it’s extremely 
important looking at the soci- 
ology of the United Kingdom 
today. The other reason wby we 
must store Oasis, or Blur, or the 


Spice Girls, is for the pleasure 
)ff 


of future generations, who will 
gain entertainment and in- 
struction by hearing or watch- 
ing what we enjoy today." 

Even one-hit wonders should 
have their one album legally 
deposited, he said: “The reason 
wby a one-hit wonder was a suc- 
cess, but never a success here- 
after, would be of interest to 
future sociologists,” 

He cited the example of the 
poet Robert Herrick, who was 
not widely read or appreciated 


for 200 years after his death. 
“Who are we to say something 
is rubbish?" Mr Sproat asked. 

While he advocated the mass 
storage of pop records and 
CD-Roms. Mr Sproat ques- 
tioned whether too many rooks 
were being kept “We might 
want to ask if (he British Library 
should be keeping every new 
edition of Jane Austen’s Pride 
and Prejudice ,” he said. 

At present, there are volun- 
tary arrangements for the de- 
posit of films, videos and sound 
recordings. All BBC output is 
archived, but only shout 30 per 
cent of the output of commer- 
cial channels. 

Leading article, page 11 
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DAILY POEM 


The Constant Welcome 


By Siobhan Campbell 


The constant welcome floors me. 
I live here. I have arrived. 

Yet still you cream me 
with that smUe. 


I do not fight, 

you 'd twist my words to please. 
/ cannot go. 

you 'd follow if I leave. 


But i 

do you know what I can hear 
when your eyes are widening 
as thev want to close? 


lean hear 

the little scrape of hate 
edging the high notes 
of your voice. 


This poem comes from Making for Planet Alice: New Women 
Poets , .edited by Maura Dooley (Bloodaxe, £8.95): an anthol- 
ogy of 30 poets who all published their first collections d uring 
the 1990s. including Muni Khahrati, Jackie Kay, Sophie Han- 
nah, Alice Oswald, Kate Clanchy and Lavinia Greenlaw. “The 
Constant Welcome” first appeared last year in Siobhan 
Campbell’s book The Permanent Wave (Blackstaff Press). 
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ENJOY THE FUTURE WITHOUT GLASSES 

Eliminate the inconvenience and 
cost of contact lenses and glasses 
for only £395 per eye (or £760 for 
both). Using the most advanced 
lasers our doctors can correct 
short-sight and astigmatism. Over 
27,500 treatments make 0PTIMAX 
the UK's leading laser centre. 


£395 



per 

eye 


Ref: I 55 


? 4 QBOMAX 

— LASER EYE CLINICS 

I '“W 


Phone now lor a free information pack 

0990-14 33 14 

LONDON * BRISTOL- MANCHESTER - BIRMINGHAM -NEWCASTLE 


Renewing \ our home insurance 


in February or March ? 


If you are 
50 or over, 
you could 
save with 
Saga - call 
us NOW 


You will know how expensive 
home insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if you are aged 50 
or over you can benefit from 
SAGA Horae Insurance - a 
superior household insurance 
that is only available to 
mature, responsible people 
like you. 

SAGA Home Insurance could 
offer you genuine savings 
over other policies, while 
giving you cover that fully 
protects your home and 
possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 
If you find another com {arable 
policy at a lower price within 
2 months of taking out 
SAGA Home Insurance, we 
will refund yon the difference. 



> Insurance cover k ; 

comprehensive and 
km cost 


1 D is cou nt s for 
home security 


1 Free pen with your 
quotation 


SAGA 


Call us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number, 
below. We will be 
pleased to answer any 
questions you have oo . 
SAGA Horae Insurance. 


0800 

414525 


Services Ltd 


Saga So-tius LuL FREEPOST 731 
SWHtari Sqoan. Fofltdoac era iaZ 


quotiug reference. 

ID2705 


Lbs ap> Mndq> * Fridig.,- 
K38mi - Tpm,$afnUj$ Hm - 1** 




ai.n. 

ehai.v •’ 

A ;,n,— ... 

l W 

v..-: 

V." 

Skills. 

. • • 

. ... 

: - 


i « 


Wall 


c 

Souths 


t*A;; 




Hip,. 

i- ■ % 

>'<*• 
In. 


Saga Services Lid wodM like lo send yew information about other Sega- 
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companies for Uw purpose. 
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A-levels remain on the gold standard 


Broader and better 
ejxam as sixth-form 
study is diversified 


Testing times: the six ages of a schoolchild 


Judith itsdd and 

Lucy Ward 

Sixtfr formers will be able 10 
study for broader and better 
A4qyeb from next year, bat th is 
years 18 -year-olds can be ccm- 
fident that the standard erf tbeir 
ex acts Is as high as ever. 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of State for 
yesterday annotaioed measures 
to strengthen the GSCE A-lev- 
el exam as injectors reported 

that ite I. — . .1 


of tune. . 

From nm year, the AS-lev- 
- el exam svllao us, p itched half 
way between GCSE and A-lev- 
el, win be revamped to en- 
courage pupils to study more 
subjects m the sixth form. Con- 
sultation wfll begin on a new aS- 
level in communication, 
numeracy and information 
technology. 

There will also be a voluntary 
National Advanced Diploma 
involving at least four different 
areas of study, including either 
maths or science. Students who 
wish to acquire the diploma will . 
haw to demonstrate their 
knowledge of core skills. 

A-level syllabuses will change 
to make them more rigorous. 
Mis Shephard said. There wiD 
be more British history, more 
emphasis on pre-1900 English 
literature ana on knowledge of 
. grammar and syntax in modern 
languages. English language 
exams, will also concentrate 
more on grammar and aD can- 
didates will have to take a cal- 
culator-free paper in maths. 

The number of exam boards 
will be reduced, probably to 
three, which w31 offer both 
academic and voqitiaiial 
qualifications. . 

Mrs Shephardsaid key skills 
-were an essential element of 
giiflrftnregfng standar ds: “Em- 
ployers want, the qualifications ' 
system to be simplified, cotn- 


for the second time in two 

months. 

Despite claims that the A-lev- 
el gold standard has been de- 
based by “grade inflation", the 
study found standards , were 
consistent over time and be- 
tween exam boards. It said syl- 
labuses were generally well 
organised, procedures were 
thorough and assessment was 
reliable. 

The report came just two 
months after a joint report 


Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority found no evidence of 
any overall fen in standards over 
the past 22 years. The stndy pub- 
lished yesterday looked at the 
standards and quality of A-Iev- 
els and AS-leveis in seven sub- 
jects, based on a two-year 
inspection in England and: 


AT *75 YEARS OLD 

NOW: Around half of primary schools already assess children 
on entry at four or five to check then abilities in the three Rs 
and identify any special educational needs. 

FUTURE: Rom September next year, the system will be for- 
malised, with all schools expected to «««* children according 
to nationally-set criteria within their first term. These “baseline 
tests", being piloted from this September, will include numbers, 
reading and writing, as well as abilities such as concentration and 
practical dills such as washing hands and tying shoelaces. Schools 
will set the findings against results of tests at seven to measure 
tbeir success in educating children. 

KTTYCAftSOLD 


AT n YEARS OLD 


ATM YEARS OLD 


NOW: All state primary or 
middle schools are required 
to test children at 1 1. The key 
stage 2 lusts, which an: standard 
across the country, cover Eng- 
lish, maths and science, and are 
supported by teacher assess- 
ments in all three subjects. By 
1 1. pupils are expected to have 
reached level A on an eight 
point scale used to measure 


National Curriculum standards, 
FUTURE: The results of tests 
for 1 1-vcar-olds. introduced in 
1995. will be published scbpol- 
by -school in league -table form 
for the first time next month. 
The tables will cover tests sat 
last May in 16,000 primaiy 
schools ui England. 


Inspectors analysed syl- 
labuses, exam papersand mark- 
ing schemes and scrutinised 
more than 2JOOO scripts for 
1994-6 and found a “high level 
of consistency” over the three 
years. 

They a&a found that a new 
code of practice mtroduced in 
1993 had brought exam boards 
more closely into line. 

However, the report calls 
for more formal measures to be 
put in place to ensure standards 
stay steady. It recommends 
more systematic procedures to 
make sureA-Ievelson the same . 
subject from different boards 
are comparable and to guaran- 
tee standards over long periods. 

The inspectors found modn- 
lar syllabuses, which .put less em- 
phasis on one final «»»» , had 
boosted the enihusiasm of stu- 
dents. However, they warned 
exam boards to take care not to 
let modular exams get in the way 
of other A-Ievel courses or 
schools' general operation. The 
inspectors’ report acknowl- 
edged the difficulty of setting 


NOW All state primary schools 
arc required by {aw to test chil- 
dren at seven ~ the end of the 
first “key stage" of the Nation- 
al Curriculum. The natioually- 


cover English and maths. They 
are designed to sum up what 
pupils lave achieved over a 
defined range of each subject by 
the end of a set period at 
scfaooL . 

The tests are backed up by 
teacher assessment in English, 
maths and science, which takes 
account of ocher evidence of 
achievement. By age seven. 


pupSs are expected to have 
reached level two on a scale of 
eight used to measure 
National Curriculum standards. 
FUTURE: Reports on overall 


merited with annual league ta- 
bles slewing individual school**, 
results. 



NOW: State secondary schools must test pupils at 14 at the end 
of key stage 3 of the National Curriculum. The tests, introduced 
in 1993. cover English, maths and science. 

By age 14. pupils are expected to have reached level 5-6 on 
a scale of eight used to measure national curriculum standards, 
t hraiefr tw this age they may have moved to the lop of the 
scale if exceptionally able. Die results of tests for 14-ycar-oIds 
are currently published only in terms of overall national 
performance. _ 

FUTURE: Reports on overall national results wffl he supplemented 
with annual league tables showing individual school's results. 
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prehensibfc and to include key standards in A-levels - the 
skills, as a measure of ihorny problem which undeifies 
emgjqyabihty," she arid. ■. the grade inflation debate. 


A report by die schools in- 
spection watchdog Ofstedgave 
a generalljrdean biU of health 
: tri AT^Is/coantering tradi- 
tiqnaJisK 1 allegations of decline 


Die report says the process 
is “complex and difficult” and 
’ “depends to a large extent on 
professional judgement - ft can 
never be completely precise”. 



AT 16 YEARS OLD 

NOW: State and independent 
secondary schools mast publish 
the exam results of pupils aged 
15-16 for inclusion in national 
league tables. The tables, in- 
troduced five year, ago and pub- 
lished annually in November, 
show the percentage of eligible 
pupils gaining five or more 
GCSEs at grades A*-C itiie 
score taken as the benchmark 
measure in order to rank 
schools); the perveniage gain- 
ing five or more GCSEs at 
grades A*-G; and the percent- 
age gaining one or more GCSEs 
at grades A'-G. Vocational 
quidilieations. mainly interme- 
diate lev el General National Vo- 
cational Qualifications. arv .»l>o 
included, together with truan- 
cy levels. 

FUTURE: No change under 
the Conservatives. Labour 
would include more information 
showing “value added" by 
schools. 

X7/1S YEARS OLD 

NOW: State and independent 
secondary schools with sixth- 
forms must publish A-level 
results, together with results of 
AS-levcls and vocational 
qualifications, for inclusion in 
national league tables. The 
tables show how many pupils in 
cadi school were entered for 
fewer than two A-levcls or AS- 
levels and the results they 
achieved, and the numbers anu 
scores of pupils taking two or 
more exams. 

FUTURE: The present 

AS-levcl exam, which covers 
half the content of A-lcveLs but 
to the same level of difficulty, 
is to be replaced by a new 
exam equating to the first half 
of an A-level course. It will be 
sat mainly by pupils aged 16 to 
17. at the end of their first sixth- 
form year 


at f 2 , 600 -a-term 


m Extra Income PEP 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

An independent boarding 
school widely used by the chil- 
dren of fotxraphrrotinel whose 
fees are paid by the state has 
serious weaknesses and is 
brewing the law on health and 
■safety, government inspectors 

mi £2,6d0-a-tenn 
QiStpck School, near Bridg- 
wat$£,in Somerset, uncovered 
badJhaoagexnent, sub-standard 
teaching, poor assessment of 
popfls ana low exam results. 

If also found that thc82-pup3 
school failed to meet the legal 
minim um requirements on 


health and safety and pupil 
welfare. Staff were inadequately 
trained in child protection pro- 
cedures and some ptipOs did not 
know there was an “indepen- 
dent listener” not employed by 
the school to whom they could 
nun with concerns. 

Much of the school was very 
cold and some areas were un- 
safe, including workshops and 
a chemistry preparation room 
with broken glass on the floor 
and unlabelled chemicals. 

The report, by the govern- 
ment schools inspection watch- 
dog Ofited, wifl renew concerns 
over public money being spent 
on the education of children of 
service personnel in a largely 


uninspected independent sec- 
tor. In 1994-95, the Government 
spent £107m on school fee 
allowances for service person- 
nel serving abroad. The Mnristry 
of Defence provides a boarding 
school allowance of up to 
£2^48 per term fo r se condary- 
age pupils, though parents must 
contribute at least 10 per cent 
of the fees. 

The MoD provides parents 
with a fist of schools supplied by 
the Department for Education 
and Employment, but does not 
check or approve them. Die ed- 
ucation department is not oblig- 
ed to inspect independent 
schools ananas wound down Its 
programme from 19 inspec- 


tions in 1993-94 to three this 
year. It has written to the school 
expr es si ng concern at the report 
and asking for its plans for re- 
medial action. 

The inspection report iden- 
tified some strengths, including 
generally positive attitudes to 
work among pupils and a “su- 
perficially broad" curriculum. 
But it called far a. wide range of 
uigemnnprovemCTts,indudi^ 
more supervision of pupils, 
measures to make workshops 
and other areas safe, more 
teacher training and better plan- 


7.1 % P to.* tax-free 


No one was available for 
comment at Quantock School 
yesterday. 


No initial charge, no exit charge”, saves gou up to £240 
Low annual charge of onlg 0.75% A low-risk PEP for regular income 


youths at Lawrence inquest 
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The inquest into the death of 
the murdered black tee nager 
Stephen Lawrence degenerat- 
ed mto a “mockery" of the le- 
gal system yesterday when fire 
young white nien refused to an- 
swer any questions relating to 

his death. ‘ „ 

Die “wall of silence 
surrounding the killing of the 
promising A-level student - 

stabbed in an apparently racist 

attack as he waited for a bus in 
Eltham, south-east London, m 
Apri) 1993 -was maintained as 
thefifemen repeatedly daimed 
the common law right of priv- 
ilege against self-incrimi natio n 
at the hearing at Southwark 
coroner’s court, south London. 
The five were Nefl Acquit. 21, 

Luke Knight, 19, and Gary 
Dobson, 21 , who were all 
formally acquitted on a charge 
of murdering Lawrence af the 
Oldjlalley last year, and Jamie 
Acfuirt, I9i and David_ Norris, 
20, who never stood triaL _ 
Their reactions to quesuon- 
mc at the inquest exasperated 
MichaelMansfield QC, forthc 

Lawrence family, ana the 
Soatfrwark Coroner Sir 
bfontagne Levine- - - . 

. “It’s completely pomU^s. 

These young men have dend- 
uIukmw «twJiirAlv.solliioE on 




Stephen' Lawrence: Knifed 
to death waiting for a bus 

thing,” Mr Mansfield told the 
court 

Questioning Jamie Aconrt, 
Mr Mansfield said: “There has 

been awaD of silence about this 

case: There is somebody who 
knows much mefe than they are 
prepared to admit abd therefore 

lions .which peirhapS touch the 
conscience of tfefi^ wfao know.” 
But his qnestfefiiDg drew lit- 
tle response. ATgia point, he 
asked Mi Norai “Arc you 


called David Nonas?” ^ Tb laugh- 
ter, be replied: “I am claiming 
privilege on that question.” 

Mr Mahsfield said: “It’s an 
abuse. He’s an automaton. He’s 
stamfing there claiming privilege 
on everything.” 

When Mr Norris also 
claimed privilege to the ques- 
tion of whether he was willing 
to listen. Sir Montague also 
complained. 

“Yon have to be prepared to 
listen,” he told Mr Nofiiv “oth- 
erwise it’s a mockery.” 

Earlier, Mr Mansfield bad 
asked Lake KmghxJfhr had sat 
at the hade of the court —and 
received the same response. 

Mr Mansfield shouted: 
“Please think about what you 
are saying. You cannot just give 
blank answers. I want to askyou 
if you would be kind enough to 
t hink about the questions.” 

“I rlahn privilege,” said Mr 
Knight 

Mr Mansfield said: “You are 
not even prepared to say 
whether you can think about the 
question. What 1 suggest then 
is that you have all decided to 
come here and say nothing at 
afl.” ■ 

The young men, who all hred ' 
.near the scene at the time of tile 
attack, all gave the same re- - 
sponse when asked by th e coro- 


ner whether they were present 
at the scene of the murder on 
22 April, 1993; whether they 
could tell the court how 
Stephen Lawrence received his 
injuries; and if they knew of any- 
one else who could give details 

concerning the circumstances of 

his death. 

As the five mea - dadfor the . 
most part in jackets, waistcoats 
and ties - rose to leave, the 
coroner issued a warning: “I 
wish to make this vexy clear, 
there must be no attacks on wit- 
nesses. That won’t serve justice 
at all in any way.’’ 

They then left the coart and 
sped away in two cars with 
three blonde women, refusing 

to co mm ent. 

Earlier, the court was told 
that Stephen hadxun 130 yards 
with a punctured lung and 
paralysed arm before collapsing 
and bleeding to death. 

His mother, Doreen 
Lawrence, left the court in dis- 
tress as Dr Richard Shepherd, 
who conducted the post- 
mortem examination, said the 
teenager was stabbed twice 
with a weapon similar to a j 
kitchen louf e. 

The teenager then bled to 
death. Dr Shepherd told the 
court. The bearing was ad- . 
jouxned until today. 
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Russia 


resurrects 


spectre of 
nuclear 




Crashed plane held 
rebels, Zaire claims 


A Ugandan plane taking troops io eastern Zaire crashed 
inside the Zairean border, a ae fence official in Kinshasa 
said. It came down on Monday inifae Ruwcnzori mountain 
area; Zaireantroops captured the survivors. There was no • 
independent confirmation of the report. Meanwhile, the 
rebel leader. Laurent Kabila, presided over a parade of 
1,000 new troops, signalling the rapid expansion of his 
insurgent force. More than 10,000 residents turned out in . 
Bukavu to see the 1,200 recruits in US-style untfonns, 
Wellington boots and AK47s. Reuter Ktatshasa 


Diplomats bag coke shipment 


holocaust 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 


Russia yesterday threatened 
that it might use nuclear 
weapons pre-emptively in future 
conflicts, in response to con- 
ventional attack. 

The move was clearly de- 
signed to put increased pressure 
on Nato at the start of histone 
negotiations about alliance ex- 
pansion to the east and a linked 
Nato- Russia charter. 

Ivan Rybkm, the Secretary of 
Russia’s Security Council, told 
the Rnssuskayxi gpzeta daily that 
“in case of a direct challenge our 
response will be fully-fledged, 
and we will choose the means 
- including nuclear weapons'’. 

The announcement was re- 
ported as a threat to end Rus- 
sia’s policy of “no first use of 
nuclear weapons”, though many 
Western observers doubt 
whether it ever really had such 
a policy. There had already 
been indications that the idea, 
based on a promise Mikh ail 
Gorbachev was abandoned in 
Russia's 1993 military doctrine. 

The 1993 doctrine implied 
that nuclear states or states al- 
lied to them might be nuclear 
targets, whether or not they 
used nudear weapons first. Yes- 
terday’s statement was dearly 
directed against neighbouring 
countries lute Poland which, if 


it joined Nato, would be an ally 


of nuclear states. 


Such a policy makes sense, 
given the appalling weakness 
and decomposition of Russia’s 
conventional forces, with low 
morale and troops unpaid for 
months. Officers are now fail- 
ing to turn up for work in 
order to earn money elsewhere. 

In such drcumstanoes, any se- 
rious attack on Russia could 
force the Russians to respond 
with nuclear weapons which in- 
telligence sources say are still 
carefully controlled, despite last 
week’s reports to the contrary. 

But diplomatic and Nato 
sources believe yesterday’s state- 
ment forms part of a classic 
Russian negotiating technique. 
At the Madrid s ummi t in July, 
Nato is likely to issue invitations 
to some east European countries 
- including Poland, the Czech 


Republic and Hungary, to join. 
The Russians like to take the 
strategic offensive - establishing 
an extreme forward position - 
and then exploit the tactical ad- 
vantages of the defensive. 

Negotiations between Nato’s 
Secretary-General Javier 
Solana and the Russians start- 
ed ou 20 January. Since then, 
the Russians have made a series 
of statements designed to alert 
the West to their predicament 

On Friday, the Secretary of 
the Defence Council, Yuri Ba- 
turin, and the Defence Minis- 
ter, Igor Rodionov, said the 
nuclear forces were in danger 
of going out of controL 

Russia has between 7.000 and 
8,000 strategic nudear weapons 
and an estimated 2,000 tactical 
warheads. But the Russians will 
strive to keep control over these 
weapons above all others. West- 
ern experts dismissed the daims 
as exaggerated, while admitting 
that the disintegration of con- 
ventional fdrces'could make nu- 
dear first-use more likely. 

In fact, nuclear weapons se- 
curity is still the responsibility 
of the FSB (heir to the KGB) 
which receives better pay and 
conditions than the armed 
forces. They have a “dual key” 
arrangement with the strategic 
missile troops of the armed 
forces. The threat of nuclear 
weapons going “out of control” 
relates to the reliability of staff 
who keep the weapons working. 
Nudear weapons also have a fi- 
nite shelf-life: some compo- 
nents degrade and therefore 
have to be replaced - that costs 
money, which is not available. 

Last week’s statement was 
designed to get more money 
from the Duma - the Russian 
parliament, whereas yesterday’s 
was a dear shot across the 
bows of Nato and the main can- 
didates for membership. 

■ Moscow (Reuters) — A 
strike by hungry workers at a nu- 
clear shipyard in the town of 
Severodvinsk near the northern 
port of Arkhangelsk could es- 
calate into a riot unless they are 
quickly paid long-overdue 
wages, a local union leader has 
warned He said there had been 
cases of workers fainting from 
hunger and a number of suicides. 


Penman police are investigating smugglers who used a > 
diplomatic bag to send 2K> of cocaine to the l^nrvian ' 
mission at the UN. Diplomats in New York found the * re- 
package, which was addressed to a Peruvian rivitservant in 
tire dry, and came from an ex-employce of the Penman 
Foreign Ministry. Reuter -Lima 


Britons wounded in Ethiopia 

Two people were killed mid nine wounded ineludmg few. 
tourists, when* grenade exploded in a hotel in the east , 
Ethiopian town of Harar. The dead were mot identified; the 
wounded included two Britons, a French woman and a . v " 
German, sources said. Reuter’- Addte Ababa 


French focus on immigrant law 

Film directors urged the French to disobey their tough 
anti-immigration laws and challenged the authorities to ■ 
prosecute them for breaking them. “We are guilty ... of . 
putting up illegal foreign residents recently ... we request ' 
being probed and put on trial, "foe 59 directors said in a 
statement in Le Monde. They were protesting at a law 
requiring citizens to report the arrival and departure of : . 
foreigners staying at their home. Ranter- Paris 


For the love of humanity 

The former minister Bernard Kouchner, founder of ; n 
Mededns «>ns Frontiires, said he was 'quitting French 
politics and going to Sudan~to«are for tine destitute. . - 
Embittered after foiling to find a constituency for next , 
year’s election, Mr Kouchner said be would return to ids 
first career of humanitarian medicine. Router - Pails 


EU passes up on London 

The chairman of the group negotiating a new European 
Union treaty said he accepted that no British government 
would lift pasroort controls; London’s EU partners would 
have to go it alone, the Dutch European Affaire Minister, " 
MkhM Patijn, claimed. Reuter -Braasote 


Israelis let women go free 

Israel began releasing 31 Palestinian women, keeping a - 
pledge made in peace talks with the Palestinians, five , 
women prisoners were freed hours after the releases were 
expected to begin at noon yesterday. AP-Tel Mond 



High-flyers come down to earth 

The US Air Force suspended all training flights over the . 
Gulf of Mexico and the East Coast after two new reports-of 
dose encounters between F-16s and commercial aircraft in 
the area, bringing to four the number of incidents over a 
three-day periodlast week. . AP - Washington 


Gem of a wildlife deal 

Russia’s diamond-producing Yakutia region signed a deal 
with the World Wide Fund for Nature to protect Arctic 
lakes and forests in a quarter of its temtonr. The 
Swiss-based Fund will allocate $350,000 (£218,000) to pay ' 
for conservation projects. Reuter - Geneva 


Space chase: A photographer tracking the space shuttle 
Discovery on its pre-dawn lift-off yesterday from the Kennedy 
Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida. The shuttle is 


carrying a crew of seven on a 10-day mission to catch up 
with and service the Hubble Space Telescope 

Photograph: Pierre Ducharmey'Reuters 


Germans in lather over soap star’s racist slur 


Aznavour on song 

Charles Aznavour won best male vocal at France’s . . .*>i 
Victoires de la Musique awards, in a broadcast 
tape-delayed to avoid interference by stagehands angered, 
by cutbacks in unemployment insurance. AP - Paris 


bn re Karacs 

Bonn 


Germ any 5 leading entertainer 
was last night preparing to Sy 
to Hollywood to apologise for 
racist remarks that have drawn 
a curtain on his career. 

HaraJd Juhnke, 67-year-old 
singeT and soap opera star, 
would be clearing up a “mis- 
understanding” with a black 


security guard working at Sun- 
set Boulevard's Mondrian 
Hotel, according to his agent. 
The source of this misunder- 
standing lies in a brief conver- 
sation with a guard named Bob 
Farrell, shortly after the actor 
assaulted a female hotel guest 
Though Juhnke ’s speech was 
rather slurred, owing to the 
large quantity of vodka he had 
consumed, onlookers including 


the actor's son clearly heard him 
address Mr Ferrell in English 
with: “You filthy nigger”. 
“Hitler was right” he added for 
good measure. “The likes of you 
should have been gassed.” 

The slur, which Juhnke first 
claimed not to have remem- 
bered and later denied, has 
whipped up a storm of protest 
in Germany, with employees 


rushing to terminate their con- 


tracts with the actor. Ttoo pub- 
lic television stations and the 
private channel Premiere have 
cancelled shows starring him. A 
computer retailer pulled Lbe 
plug on its advertising campaign 
featuring Juhnke. 

The country’s biggest star is 
facing bankruptcy. The adver- 
tising contract was worth 1.5m 
German marks. The canned 
television serial CSmc under the 


Palms , to be shot in the 
Caribbean, would have netted 
him DM300,000. Also gone are 
show appearances worth 
DM250,000, and galas and con- 
certs at DM50,000 a throw. 

“Such statements are unac- 
ceptable from a German," the 
spokesman of the right-wing 
Christian Social Union said. 
There have been rejoinders 
from other politicians, includ- 


ing two deputy speakers of the 
Bundestag. 

Juhnke bad been thrown out 
of the hotel bar when he was de-‘ 
tained by the guard while chas- 
ing a woman through the lobby. 

Drunk or not, ms racist re- 
marks are ponlshabte by a jail 
term of up to five years in Ger- 
many. Prosecutors in his borne 
town, Berlin, have already 
begun proceedings. 


Angola peace-force warning . ; 

The UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, recommended ^ 
that the Security Council extend the peace-keeping misSfoj 
in Angola by only one month if the Angolans fan to for® 
government by the end of February. The mandate for tap 
6,000-member UN force, the largest peace-keeping JE 
mission, expires on 28 February. AP - New w 


Current crisis in view 


The Tretyakov Gallery, home of the world’s greatest 
collection of Russian ait, is unable to pay Its bills and 
could find its electricity switched off for non-payment,' 
director said. “There is that danger, yes, there is that ~ 
danger,” said Valentin Rodionov. Reuter— Mas 
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Albanians torch ruling party’s Hi 


Andrew Gumbef 


One day after running the 
police out of town in pitched 
street battles, the furious citizens 
of Vlora, Albania’s second city, 
set fire to the headquarters of 
the ruling Democratic Party 
yesterday. They chanted slogans 
accusing the government of 


Balkan turbulence: While anarchy threatens Vlora, a logjam in the 
Belgrade parliament is holding back democrats’ hopes 


murder as they joined the fu- 
neral cortege of a man shot 
dead during the riols. 

As they walked across town 
behind the coffin which carried 
Artur Rustemi, 33. a vegetable 
store owner who had piled hun- 
dreds of dollars into a local 
“pyramid” investment scheme, 
as many as 40,000 mourners 
shouted: “The police killed 
him! The government killed 
him!” 


The anger of the population 
seemed unabated by the terri- 
fying escalation of violence, 
which turned the city centre into 
a smouldering wreck on Mon- 
day, or by the threat to impose 
of a state of emergency on the 
area. Deputies were still de- 
bating the issue last night in 
parliament in the Albanian cap- 
ital, Tirana. 

Vlora has been badly hit by 
tbe failure of many of Albania's 
so-called pyramid schemes - 
pseudo-banks that offer unre- 
alistically high rates of interest 
- because the amount of mon- 
ey at stake there is higher than 


in the rest of the country. The 
port dty has grown rich cm rack- 
eteering, whether of arms, drugs 
or illegal immigrants, and the 
collapse of the local pyramid 
company, GjaUica, last week, 
involving the estimated loss of 
more than £3 00m, has robbed 
Vlora of much of its accumu- 
lated wealth. 

The government has failed to 
convince the country that it had 
no part in the pyramid schemes 
and has maintained control in 
most areas through sheer in- 
timidation. involving armed 
and plaindothes police, mass ar- 
rests and random beatings. 


The protesters in Vlora have 
ambitions to launch a “march 
on Tirana”, joining forces with 
demonstrators in other towns 
lying on Albania’s main south- 
north road, such as Fier, Lush- 
oje and Kavaja. 

So far that ambition has been 
thwarted, because army units 
have taken up positions in the 
hills around the dty and on the 
main roads, but it could still be- 
come reality. 

"It seems an impossible plan, 
but you have to remember that 
these are people who in the past 
have walked across almost ail of 
Greece on foot," said one 


Tirana journalist who did not 
wish to be named. 

Tlie crists can only get worse, 
as it is probably a matter of dbys, 

. or weeks at the most, before the 

largest of the pyramid schemes, 
holding the life-savings of hun- 
dreds of thousands of people, 
crumbles in turn. 

The opposition, despite the 
constant harassment and phys- 
ical attacks on its leaders, has 
demanded a cross-party dia- 
logue and the establishment of 
a national unity government 
Significantly, that proposal has 
met with some sympathy even 
in government circles. There are 


power base^df^^d^^pSafi 
Berisha and his Prime MSEster, 
Aleksander MeksL ' 

B ashlrim KopfikU, aTgfcricr 
deputy prime minister and the 
of foe parifamaftriay mancc 
rommitce^has jomed tifetAfls 
for foe gqrenunefit tttrfc§gn. 

There also; appears' tq«be a 


Berisha and Mr 

by blaming the other fte the 
ddbflde.. 

. .The foreign, 
meanwhile, is hoping fogt foe 
ends can be resolved without a 
full-scale breakdown of jjpbhc 
order. Diplomats are starting to 
consider the posabilityiof a 
transitional period, followed 
by new parliamentary elections. 


Radicals try to delay Serbian elections bill 


Belgrade ( Reuier/AP) — Ser- 
bia’s parliament met in extra- 
ordinary session yesterday to 
consider a bill reinstating op- 
position victories in municipal 
elections last November, but 
ultra-nationalists seemed 
determined to delay its passage. 

Opposition politicians, mean- 
while, vowed to keep up foe 
pressure on the authoritarian 
president, Slobodan Milosevic, 
by continuing their pro-democ- 


racy rallies in Belgrade's streets. 

Keeping up foe pressure on 
President Milosevic for more 
democratic change, Belgrade 
students rallied and then 
marched to the parliament 
building, where they placed a 
huge artificial brain - a sug- 
gestion that these inside par- 
liament had none. 

The parliament approved 
the naming of Radmila Milen- 
tijevic as tire new Information 


Minister, and some other 
Changes in foe cabineL A hard- 
liner who has supported Mr 
Milosevic's nationalist policies 
in foe past, Mrs Mflcntijevic has 
been sharply criticised by the 
opposition. 

The ministers of justice and 
interior, whose firing was de- 
manded by the opposition, were 
not among foe seven ministers 
dismissed. However, in what ap- 
peared to be a small concession 


to protesting students, the min- 
ister of education was removed. 

Mr Milosevic's Socialists had 
annulled opposition victories in 
14 towns and cities on grounds 
of “irregularities". The action 
prompted three months of huge 
protests and attracted strident 
international criticism. But a 
week ago the president suddenly 
announced he was asking par- 
liament to approve a bOI recog- 
nising foe opposition gains. 


The three-party opposition Za- 
jedno (Tbgefoer) coalition saw 
foe move as a cumbdown and 
a triumphal outcome of protests 
in Belgrade and other cities. 

Meanwhile, on Saturday 
Madeleine Albright foe Unit- 
ed States Secretary of State, 
issued a personal appeal to Mr 
Milosevic, u rging him to ensure , 
the deputed' election results 
were reinstated and to open a 
dialogue with bis opponents. 
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City hall against the world: Local governments confront nation-states, corporations and 

Boston takes 
on EU over 


DavidUsbome 

NewYartt 

The US state of Massachusetts 
has pitted itself against both 
■ Japta and the European Union 
in a highly m ^ia| interna- 
tional trade duqmte. It has ex- 
ercised what amounts to its 
own foreign policy by boy- 
cotting firms doing business 
with Burma, in protest at that 
regime's human rights abuses. 

'The row has reached a new 
pitch after the delivery of a let- 
ter this week to the EU fav mem- 
bers of the Massachusetts 
delegation to the United Stales 
Congress. The letter, similar to 
one sent last week: to Japan, 
chastises the EU for lodging a 
complaint aboor the boycott 
with the drntfwi a dm h n s am on 

The boycott was signed into 
lawlast August by the governor 
of Massachusetts. Wi lliam 
Weld. Conceived as a sanc- 
tions measure against the mQ- 
itaiy junta in Burma, it forbids 
the state from doing business 
with companies whh interests in 
that country, or choosing them 
for penskm fund investments. 


Behind the dispute is concern 
about the implications of indi- 
vidual states and cities passing 
laws with international trading 
consequences over which Wash- 
ington has no influence. Nor is 
. the alarm confined to foreign 
c omp anies and governments. 

was a spokesman fi^Gene^ 
Electric. “I have a bask; prob- 
lem with 50 different stales do- 
ing things as if they were the 
State Department," be said. 

While the state is alone is 
having such a law, 10 US cities, 
including San F ranc isco, have 
passed selective procurement 
laws designed to punish com- 
panies wfe operations in Bur- 
ma. Among companies that 
have been moved to withdraw 
from Burma as a result are Ap- 
ple Computer, which feared 
losing a contract with the Mass- 
achusetts school system. 

The EU and Japan have no- 
tified the State Department that 

they consider the Massachusetts 
provisions illegal. They say ii 
could be the subject of official 
complaints to the World Hade 
Organisation (WTO). In the 


EU, Ericsson of Sweden was re- 
cently persuaded to withdraw 
from the bidding for an emer- 
gency radio system contract in 
San Francisco because of its 
Burma lnibR. 

The European Union Am- 
bassador to the US, Hugo Pae- 
men, said the measure is “a 
breach of US international 
obligations and as such could 
have damaging effect on bilat- 
eral EU-U§ relations". 

Among those angered by the 
reaction » the Massachusetts 
Democrat Barney Frank. "I 
particularly resent both the EU 
and Japan trying to interfere 
with Massachusetts, particu- 
larly since we pay for their de- 
fence," he remarked. 

■ London (Reuter) — Politi- 
cal irpressxM and human rights 
violations in Burma last year 
reached their highest levels 
snee the violent stale suppres- 
sion of a popular uprising at the 
end of the 1980s, Amnesty In- 
ternational said. Amnesty urged 
the international community 
to redouble pressure on the 
Burmese authorities lo improve 
their human rights record. 



Burmese forced labour: Such flagrant rights abuses have angered Massachusetts Photograph: Jan Banningftatz 


Tax battles stir up rebellion in ihe regions 


EHabeth Nash Madrid 
An dre w Gambei Rome 
Sarah Helm Brussels 

Taxation is fast becoming the most 
important battleground in the fight 
by Europe’s independentfy-mnided 
regions for greater autonomy. 

Bui, whereas in Scotland the de- 
bate has centred on the right of a new 
Scottish assembly to raise taxes above 
levels in the rest of Britain, in Spain, 
Belgium and Italy the position is re- 
vetaSd: the Basques, Flemish and 
Northern League want to reduce the 

burden Of taxation. • 

A conflict' fe simmering between' 
Madrid and the Basque countiy over 

c»iporafotax,whichtlieBasquegov- 
ernment last year cut to a rate lower 


than in the rest of Spain - from 35 
to 325 per cent. Its aim is to attract 
more investment to the region and 
offset the damaging effects of ter- 
rorism and industrial decline. 

But Madrid says the Basques have 
no right to impose the lower rate and 
in September flung down a court chal- 
lenge tp the Basque government The 
national go vernm ent feats that the 
incentive offers too t empting a sweet- 
ecer for companies and that other 
regions will be put at a disadvantage. 
-It also fears that other autonomous 
-regions might get the same idea. 

■ - The measure does not afFept the 
amount oTtax remitted to Madrid?' 
whichrnnains,maccordancewitha 
devolution pact drawn up after Fran- 
co’s death, at 62A per cent of Spam’s 


national spending on defence, foreign 
affairs and the monarchy. 

The Basque government lakes the 
view that it is up to them how they 
rase that sum. “What we gather in tax- 
es doesn’t affect how much we pay die 
state,” said the Basque Prime Minis- 
ter, Jose Antonio Ardanza, recently. 

The signs are that the Basque . 
incentives are working. The British- 
based Coopers & Lybrand accoun- 
tancy group moved its Spanish base 
from Madrid to near Bilbao last 
year, principally for tax reasons, they 
said, and others are following. The 
Basques have also squeezed from the 
government a concession to collect 
taxes on petrol, tobacco and alcohol 

Catalonia, too, has fought for 
greater control over its tax revenue. 


but this time over income tax, in a 
formula which the Catalan leader Jor- 
di Pujol seeks to generalise through- 
out Spain. Under a deal struck 
between the ruling Catalan national- 
ists and the minority government in 
Madrid, regions will retain a third of 
income tax raised within their terri- 
tory; this dearly benefits the richer 
regions like Catalonia. In the previ- 
ous setup, the regions had to apply to 
Madrid for repayment of their share. 

Similar patterns are repeated in Italy 
and Belgium, both countries experi- 
encing strong centrifugal forces. The 
regional government of Flanders has 
already won far-reaching autonomy 
within the Belgian federal system, and 
wants to win authority over tax and so- 
cial security from the central state. 


The Flemish leaders complain that 
Flanders, a relatively prosperous re- 
gion of Belgium, is currently having 
to dish out vast sums to help pay the 
social security bills of the more im- 
poverished Frencb-speakeis in south- 
ern Wallonia, where unemployment 
is as high as 20 per cent in some areas. 
If it were notfor the problems of WM- 
lonia, Belgium would have no prob- 
lem meeting the Maastricht criteria 
for monetary union, say the Flemish. 

In Italy, the Northern League has 
been calling far a regionally-based tax 
system so that money earned in the 
north is not syphoned off bp the 
“thieves in Rome” and redistributed 
to a centre and south that the 
League's exponents consider to be 
irretrievably backward and corrupt. 


The reason why tares have become 
an issue is parity that the Basque 
country, Flanders and northern Italy 
are all wealthier regions than aver- 
age for their states. Taxation has his- 
torically aimed at redistribution of 
income to the lower-paid but also to 
the poorer areas, in part to assure the 
very slate cohesion which is ques- 
tioned tty the separatists and by ad- 
vocates of greater autonomy. 

In Belgium, opponents of decen- 


tralisation argue that granting Flan- 
ders autonomy over tax anti social 
security would hit at the heart of the 
state, increasing Lhe possibility that 
Belgium itself might one day break 
up. Yet that - for the more radically 
minded Flemish separatists - is 
predsety the point 


trade blocs 

A global 
view 
from the 
ethnic 
backyard 

The combination of local gov- 
ernment and foreign policy 
sounds odd, if not risible. In 
Britain it summons up memo- 
ries of nuclear-free zones and 
concerts for Nicaragua - more 
about gesture than reality, even 
if the gestures were heartfelt 
But as the two examples 
which wc present today show, 
local - that is to say, non- 
national - government is at the 
cutting edge of politics. 

To an extent, this is a resuit 
of the revival of ethnic nation- 
alism, which feeds moves for 
autonomy, as in Flanders, the 
Basque country or Catalonia. 
But there is more toil than that, 
as the case of Boston wr Brus- 
sels shows. Local government is 
taking up arms; to defend itself 
in a global economy: to assert 
the values which citizens feel 
their national governments ig- 
nore: and to follow that okl nos- 
trum of the Green movement: 
Think Global. Act Local. 

Closer to home. Whies, Scot- 
land, Northern Ireland and 
parts of England are taking 
the “Westminster Bypass”, a 
route that lies through Brussels. 
That means negotiating for 
funds, but also lobbying for or 
against particular policies. 

Central government is in- 
sufficiently flexfMe to represent 
regional views. This is not just 
a matter of bumptious local of- 
ficials getting above themselves, 
it is the crumbling of the very 
idea of “national interest.” 
Traditional “high” foreign 
policy - militaiy and security 
matters - remains the preserve 
of nation states. But “low” pol- 
icy issues ~ trade, the environ- 
ment, communications and so 
on -are increasingly taking cen- 
tre stage. When guns are at 
stake, then Brixton or Bremen 
might not have much to say. 
When it's butter, then they do. 

In this new world, city haD 
and corporations clash and co- 
operate with states and inter- 
national organisations. It makes 
the world a much more com- 
plicated, unpredictable and 
multi-dimensional place. 

Andrew Marshall 


Home alone too 


Mdland Bank pfc is regulated by tire Personal Investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance, pensions and unit mats. 
Jrlf is a fictional character but her smy is based do a real Midland customer. E9//45 



Meet Jill. 



Everyone seems to offer advice 
on saving and investing. 

So |ill decided to get some advice 
she could trust. 



Recently, Jill came into an inheritance - not a 
fortune, but not a sum to be sniffed at either. 
Jill's one problem, however, was what was the 
best thing to do with it in terns of advice, her 
friends, her relatives and especially her 
neighbour, have made sure that JilHs had 
suggestions coming out of her ears. That's why 
JiH arranged a meeting with a Midland financial 
Hanning Manager. She knew she'd get aW the 
options in plain English. But the best thing was. 
according to Jill, that he didn't went her to sign 
anything. He just gave her, what JHT agreed, 
were sons excellent suggestions aid all the 
time in the worfd to think them over. 
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Enter the dragon: 
Shanghai comeback 
challenges financial 
might of Hong Kong 

as a cash cow by the communist 
government and between 1949 
and 1983 remitted 87 per cent 
of its revenues to Puking. After 
market reform was launched in 
1978, Shanghai's relative eco- 
nomic status declined sharply as 
Peking instead promoted an 
export-oriented room in south- 
ern China. 

The turning point for Shang- 
hai was IS April 1990, when the 
central government launched 
the Pudong district, across the 
river from the Bund, as China's 
future financial centre. 

The results, as Mr Red said, 
have been “sta rtling "- “In 1990, 
there was very little in the way 
of foreign investment and for- 
eign presence in Shanghai. (To- 
day [ the foreign community is 
growing dramatically, the in- 
frastructure has developed in a 
way which I would say is the 
envy of most metropolitan ar- 
eas in China, and the growth 
seems set to continue,'' he said. 

The physical transformation 
has been probably the fastest of 
any city on earth. Annual prom- 
ised overseas investment in 
Shanghai has surpassed SlObn 
(£6bn) a year for the past three 
years and in Pudong there are 
more than 4,000 foreign-funded 
financial and manufacturing 
companies. There is enough of- 
fice space to satisfy all foresee- 
able demand and rents bave 
slumped. Even so, this year, 
another 3 million square feet 
wiD become available in Pudong 
alone, with 140 high-rise build- 
ings under construction. 


Teresa Poole 

Shanghai 


On Shanghai’s waterfront Bund, 
once the financial centre of 
Asia, the flagships of old wealth 
find it politically acceptable 
again to hade on former glories. 
The Peace Hotel, known as the 
Cathay Hotel when Noel Cow- 
ard stayed and penned Private 
Lives, has turned its top floor into 
an international bankers' club, 
“a place specially used for social 
contact and communications 
between celebrities of financial 
circles". As Its regulations 
announce, “sloppily dressed" 
people are not welcome. 

In Shanghai, the (smartly 
dressed) international banker is 
again a creature to be wel- 
comed. The city has set ambi- 
tious targets to reclaim some of 
the stature of its Thirties hev- 


day. “We have worked out a 
three-phase action plan," said 
Wang Zhan, director of the 
government’s Development Re- 
search Centre: to be China's 
national financial centre before 
2000, Asia's regional financ ial 
hub by 2005, and a global 
financial centre in 2010. 

Where, then, does that leave 
Hong Kong? Is the “dragon's 
head" of the Yangtze River, as 
Shanghai is officially described, 
set to eclipse Hong Kong after 
sovereignty reverts to China? 
“By 2010, 1 think Shanghai will 
be a city that stands out as a re- 
gional financial centre, on a par 
with Hong Kong if not ahead," 
said Douglas Red, general man- 
ager of the Shanghai branch of 
the merchant bank, ING. 

By Chinese standards, mod- 
em Shanghai is a late starter. 
For decades, the city was used 



Old times: The Burtd, as It would have looked to Noel Coward 
in Shanghai's Thirties heyday Photograph: Hutton Getty 




New business: The district of Pudong in Shanghai which is poised to rival Hong Kong as a financial centre Photograph: G PinkhassoWMaghura - 


is on target. His. second goal is 
more of adiallenge;H«ig Kong 
is the bridge for international i :• J 
finance into China and will re- " . V 
main so until foreign banks see 
Shanghai as a place to put their' •- . 
Greater China or East Asia ; 
regional headquarters: 

Some time in the nett ccntmy . 
that is likely to happen. But-: 
there are those who think that ' 
Shanghai's renaissance does : 
not have to be at Hong Kong's ‘ 
expense. At the Pudong New 
Area Administration Office, ' J '! 
Em Zonglin said: “China is very, v 
big. so two business centres is ’. ' 
nottoomany." . . 


Hong Kong, while fearing 
competition, also has a vested 
interest in Shanghai's future. It 
is the biggest investor in Shang- 
hai, and accounts for more 
than 40 per cent of foreign funds 
promised for Pudong. Business 
links are strong; many Hong 
Kong moguls, including the 
future chief executive Tung 
Chee-hwa, are displaced Shang- 
hainese, whose families fled 
when the Communists took 
control in 1949. 

The question is whether -and 
when - Shanghai's revival will 
start to undermine Hong Kong. 
The colony's greatest asset, its 


natural deep-water port, means 
that it handles nearly half of Chi- 
na's exports; it will take years of 
river-dredging before Shang- 
hai is able to handle the next 
generation of container ships. 

As a financial centre, even 
Chinese officials for the time be- 
ing play down Shanghai's threat 
to Hong Kong. Li Qian, the 
spokeswoman at the Shanghai 
Stock Exchange, defines the 
future relationship as “ co- 
operation and competition". 
The onus is on Shanghai to im- 
plement further reform. At the 
moment, the total value of 
companies quoted on the Hong 


Kong stock market is seven 
times the Shanghai market, 
and most of the shares in Chi- 
na are still “A” shares which can 
be purchased only by Chinese. 

Similarly, there are already 44 
foreign branches of interna- 
tional financial institutions in 
Shanghai. But it is only very re- 
cently, and after agreeing to put 
branches in Pudcmg, that a hand- 
ful of foreign banks has been giv- 
en pennission u conduct limited 
local-currency business. 

Many of Shanghai’s barriers - 
including the prerequisite of a 
freely convertible currency - 
can be solved by central gov- 


ernment edict, and probably wifi 
be over the next few years. But 
other requirements of a world 
financial centre are less tangible, 
such as a free press, a transpar- 
ent regulatory and legal system, 
low corruption, and an ease of 
entry for foreign players. By all 
these counts, Hong Kong is in a 
different world to Shanghai The 
question, after I July, this year, 
when the British colony reverts 
to China, is whether th esc rela- 
tive advantages will be eroded 
because of greater mainl and in- 
fluence m Hong Kong. 

By Mr .Wang's dates, the first 
phase of Shanghai's renaissance 
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Executions 
blamed for 
ethnic riots 


Chris Bird 

Reuters 


Almaty — The leader of an 
exiled nationalist Uighur group 
in Kazakhstan said yesterday 
that riots in China’s predomi- 
nantly Muslim north-west were 
spatted by the execution of 30 
Uighurs by the Chinese au- 
thorities last Week. 

“We have heard that 30 peo- 
ple, Uighurs, were executed by 
a firing squad," Yusupbek 
Mukhlisi, leader or the United 
National Revolutionary Front of 
East Turkestan, said in the 
capital Almaty. - 

He said that the public exe- 
cutions were carried out in the 
town of Yining, about 50 kilo- 
metres (30 miles) from the 
Kazakh border in China’s 
north-western Xinjiang 
province, last Friday. 

“When the parents and fam- 
ilies saw this, they lost their pa- 
tience," said Mr Mukhlisi. He 
said that the executions fell on 
the fifth anniversary of the de- 
cision made by some Uighur 
separatist groups to use violence 
to secure independence from 
Peking. 

Chinese sources say 10 peo- 
ple were killed and about 100 
wounded in Lhe resulting riots 
by pro-separatist Uighurs. How- 
ever, Mr Mukhlisi said the ca- 
sualties were higher, with 25 
Uighurs and 55 Chinese soldiers 
killed in the violence. 

Chinese residents in Yining, 
called Kuldzha by the Uighurs, 
said the town had been sealed 
off by Chinese police and that 
a curfew was in place following 


the riots. 

Mr Mukhlisi said hundreds of 
Uighurs had been arrested af- 
ter the rioting. "They have run 
out of room at the prisons and 
are putting people in cellars," 
he said. 

Information from the re- 
mote region is difficult to veri- 
fy. Mukhlisi said telephone 
lines to and from Kazakhs tan 
bad been cut, and most infor- 
mation was reaching Almaty 
from Uighur travellers. 

A Chinese official source in 
Almaty said the unrest was to 
be expected. “It is a multi-eth- 
nic region so it doesn't surprise 
me," said the source. 

The region is home to ethnic 
Kazakhs and Kyrgyz as well as 
Uighurs and Han Chinese. 
“The [Uighur] separatists are 
stirring this up," the source 
added. 

Local authorities have played 
down the riot, describing it as 
a small incident started by “for- 
eign hostile forces”. 

The Xinjiang authorities last 
year cracked down on the 
Uighur separatists, Turkic- 
speaking M uslims who make up 
tne majority of the region’s pop- 
ulation, after a series of violent 
clashes, bombings and assassi- 
nation attempts on officials and 
Muslim leaders regarded as 
pro-Peking. 

Peking also imposed tougher 
border controls along the vast 
region of mountains and desert, 
saying it wanted to halt the 
smuggling of arms from 
the neighbouring central 
Asian states of Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. 


Freedom petition 
for jailed Wang 


Mure Dickie 

Reuters 


Peking — The family of the 
jailed Chinese dissident Whng 
Dan is planning to petition a 
Peking court to overturn his 
1 1-year jail sentence, for plotting 
to overthrow the government, 
the former student leader's 
mother said yesterday.' 

'Die petition would be a 
mainly symbolic gesture to the 
legal authorities that last year 
convicted Wang in a trial last- 
ing only four hours, said his 
mother Wang Lingyun. 

“There is no optimism over 
the result," she said in a tele- 
phone interview. “This is an 
“~iression of our attitude.” 
Mmg's family had already 
prepared documents for the 
petition, which they expected to 
submit to the Peking Higher 


People's Court later this month, 
she said. 

“In accordance with the legal 
system, after Wang Dan's ap- 
peal. he himself or his family are 
allowed to submit a petition," 
said the 61-year-old museum re- 
searcher, who helped to defend 
her son during his trial last year. 

“I've wrinen a first draft but 
I haven't sent it yet," she said. 
“I need to tidy it up before sub- 
mitting it to the court." 

Chinese legal experts say 
that submitting petitions to 
overturn verdicts which have 
already survived an appeal have 
almost no chance of succeeding 
in forcing a retrial. 

Wang Dan was one of the 
leaders of the pro-democracy 
student protests of 1989 that 
were crushed by the Chinese 
army with heavy loss of life. He 
was sentenced last October. 
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Full marks for consensus on education 



® Question One in the new, 
revised Advanced (Sobskfiaiy) 
_ ^Level examination in educa- 
bon zWHicfa postwar prime minister 

first osedtte phrase ^secmgaEden’' to 
pesc^je the curriculum and the way it 
is taught in school classrooms? Was it 
— we offer this multiple-choice format 
whose attcruion may have 


— uk, ictcjjt pfloney 
war. between Government and Oppo- 
attioir- a) John Major; b) AkcDou- 
glas-Horne or c) James CaUagfaan? It 
is true that Home was a great horti- 
culturist but the correct answer is 
Labour prime minister Callaghan, who 
m a speech at Nuffield College in the 
Seventies launched a Great Debate on. 
education and — incidentally — spelled 
the end of an era for autonomous loca l 
education authorities. Eleven years 
on, his secret garden has not just been 
opened to visitors but is busty be ing 
trampled upon by inspectors, parents 
and politicians. 

Yesterday Prime Minister Major 
reached out for the same phrase. To 
him ft served as another wary of saying 
thatj.coundls (by which he naturally 
means Labour-controlled councils) 
and^eachersare far too dose. But that 
parffian usage misses the point. The 
deglee of convergence between the 
parties on education during the past 
decade has been quite extraordinary 
and yesterday’s flurry of announce- 
ments by the Prime Minister, Educa- 


tion Secretary, their shadows, and Lib- 
eral Democrats, served to underline 
that fact. On schools most of ns now 
agree. In feet, the base consensus on 
education is a little unnerving. 

Since Callaghan, actual policy has of 
coarse been delivered by the lories. 
Keith Joseph reformed exammatir*r>c at 
16-plns by merging the General Cer- 
tificate of Education and the General 
Certificate of Secondary Education, so 
firifiHing an old Labour wish. Kenneth 
Baber inau gur ated the natwwi p l cur- 
ricuhim which -once the rhetoric and 
the party folderols had been stripped 
aside - answered a long-standing 
Labour aspiration. 

So yesterday turned into an exhibi- 
tion of mutual clothes stealing. 
“Kleptomaniac*, the Prime Minister 
cried as he dipped deep into the mixed 
bag of policies assembled in recent 
months by David Biunfcett for Labour. 
On testing, the measurement of per- 
formance, the use of inspection, schools 
management, parent choice ... if you 
look at what they are actually doing or 
promising to do, rather than listen to 
the soundbites, the differences of prin- 
ciple fade away. 

What differences, persist are most 
obviousty oh questkins of organisation, 
several tiers away from the classroom. 
Labour tends to favour residual coun- 
cil controls, which is of course partly a 
reflection of the feet it runs so many. 
The Conservatives, once the party of 
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the little platoons and local diversity, 
these days favours central control with 
a high degree of individual school 
autonomy. But even here the real dif- 
ferences between the parties are hard 
to spot. Both would send in bit-teams 
of inspectors to run underperforming 
schools, and to bring inadequate local 
authorities up to standard. Labour 
would publish information on attain- 
ment by children locally, on the prac- 
tical grounds that the performance of 
children in schools halfway across the 
country is largely irrelevant to the 
choices parents have before them. But 
Labour also has no objection in prin- 


ciple to collecting data nationally, for 
example through the Audit Commis- 
sion. Some parents send their children 
across boundaries and need to have 
access to data provided out of area; the 
sensible solution is to ensure that data 
is provided in standard formats which 
makes it collectible and collatable by 
central agencies (including news- 
papers). The issue of notional versus 
local league tables is thus a red herring: 
the point is that no one, including most 
sensible teachers, dissents from the 
principle of comparison. 

A twist was added yesterday with the 
suggestion that the appraisal' of teach- 


ers should be linked with their peifor- 
manceas measured hy their pupils’ per- 
formance. Once this would have 
brought the roof down, with Labour 
and the trade unions joined in perni- 
cwus opposition to progress. No longer. 
The question becomes one of detail 
and practicality: do tests at seven, 21 
and 14 provide enough information; do 
they assist beads in getting the measure 
of underperforming staff? Often, it is 
true, information sounds like a stick 
with which to beat education's profes- 
sionals. Understandably, they must 
feel they are being required to carry 
many of the burdens of change and 
improvement - the political class wills 
tile ends of educational improvement 
but decrees it can be had without 
increased means. Put that more simply, 
than has recently been a lot of stick 
sod not much carrot. 

Similarly Gillian Shephard’s pro- 
nouncements yesterday on A- levels 
raised hardly a flutter from her Labour 
shadow. He might have said (we would 
say, ought) that an opportunity for rad- 
ical reorganisation of 18-plus has been 
squandered. What Mrs Shephard 
offered was rationalisation of the exam- 
ination boards. Fine; who is going to 
dissent from that proposition, other 
than those schools which have lately 
and blatantly been playing the field. 
Did David Blunkett object to Mrs 
Shephard’s plans? Haw could he. Per- 
haps. in office, he will pick up the 


threads left dangling from Sir Rni 
Dealing’s report. Then it trill be hi 
Shadow's turn to mouth objection 
while getting on with agreeing. 

Noting and applauding the convci 
gence of the parties' education think 
mg may offend those who think the bes 
policy is bom in dissension. Fortunate! 
they are wrong: the fact that the polit 
ical class is pretty much of one mind ot 
the way forward, and that their vim 
largely aligns with the wishes of parent? 
should be an occasion for celebration 

The Spice Girls 
forever? 

H ow long will the Spice Girls last 1 
The answer is for ever. Official 
Their collected works will henceforth hi 
statutorily kept for future generation 
along with every other CD released it 
Britain, every film, evety TV’ programme 
and every CD-Rora, under new pro 
posals. With the electronic infomtatioi 
explosion, says the Government, it is ni 
longer sufficient (o keep books in per 
petuity in the British Library. For thou 
of us who lament the BBC failing to pre 
serve tbe early Peter Cook and Dudkn 
Moore and other classics, there is indccc 
a logic to storing some true treasures 
But for the rest - shouldn’t popular eul 
tune be as perishable as possible? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Supertankers 
heading for 
the rocks 

Sin The first anniversary of the Sea 
Empress disaster fells on 15 
February. Little progress has been 
made since. 

The Sea Empress ran on to rocks 
because, like all tankers of its size, it 
was dangeronsfy anmanoeuvrable 
and far too massive to be towed oat 
of danger by any tugs in tbe wor Id- 
Bringing ships which take many 
minutes to turn, and many miles to 
- stop, into coastal waters invites 
disaster. Expecting tugs to pull 
them out of dagger ensures flat tbe 
disasters will become catastrophes. 

Ofl tanker design, driven ty 
international speculation, has 
evaded all effective regulation 
since theSecond World War. None 
of the disaster inquiries has 
questioned the fundamental flaws 
in these monstrous ships. Either 
because they were confidential 
(Sea Empress'^ xU-composed 
( Bnzer ) or charged with restricted 
terms of reference (Exxon P&Sfez), 
□one of the inquiriesaddressed the 
fundamental questions of tanker 
design and tanker size. 

The latest perverse dedson by 
the British jpvernment to hush up 
the Sea Empress tfisasterwithin an 
in-house inquiry ensures that further 
such catastrophes wiD occur, and cao 
only feel speculation that they 
already believe themselves to be 


forwhat occurred in MSfordHaven 
that night 19 month* agn. 

Since the British government 
isn’t going to come dean, we must 
lobby Neil Kinnock. the EU 
Commissioner for Transport, to 
hold a proper open inquiry, not 
onty into the Sea Empress , but into 
the general question of. ~~ . 
supertanker safety. 

Between 30 and 60 per cent of all 
supertankers cause a devastating 
pollution incident (more than 
11X000 tonnes of oQ spilled) during 
then lives (US National Academy 
of Science figure), 
professor MICHAEL DISNEY 
(Department of Physics and. 
.Astronomy, University afWhles, 
Cardiff) 

MATHIAS DISNEY MSe 
(Remote Sensing Unit, University 
College London) 

London SWA 


Why women need 
voting reform 

Sin We welcome any moves to 
msVe. the selection procedures for 

prospective parliamentary 

candidates more open to women 
(“Role-play to give women that 
vital push for Parliament”, 11 . 
February). However, one of me ;/ 
nmift barriers to selection ofwomep 
remains our electoral system: ; 

It is no accident that o ountn es 
with a high proportion of women 
MP^ such as Sweden with over 40 
-per cent or Norway with 39per 
cent, use a different electoral 
s y ste m . Under the UK. system, 
sele ction committees have to 
choose one candidate. In safe seats 
they have probably not had to 

make a derision like this for 20 to 



they t«ten pisy shir, ^ 
someone as much lie their last MP 
as possible, only younger, and end 
np seeing another white man- 
ia contrast, under electoral 
systems with more than one 
candidate per constituency it 
irtcai names 


maxes sense ior .“TT 

present a balanced slate, mdudmg 
candidates from a range of 



men, to appeal to aU sections of the 
electorate. It also becomes harder 
to justify selecting mainly men. 

We might just befieve that any 
individual candidate selected at the 
moment was the best person for the 
job, but if we were to be presented 
with a list containing hardly any 
women, and even fewer black or 

Asian raiyfiifat aR, the 
discrimination would appear far 
more obvious. 

MAKY-ANN STEPHENSON 
Fawcett Society 
London EC2 


Lessons on the 
Holocaust 

Sin Of courec it is foolish to make 
denying the Holocaust a criminal 

offence (Letters, 4, 7, 10 February), 
But anyone who says that a well- 
attested historical event did not take 
pfar»» is dearly unfitted to teach at 
airy level; from school to university. 
Heor she would also lack the 

ced understanding needed by 
who work for centralor local 
ent. Oeariywbat s needed 
measure to exclude those 
wt» deny that the Holocaust . . 

' ed flora work to which their 
min ds are nnsuited. 
RUDD 

m 

-Pi, '• 

Sir- Jam appalled at the 
generalisation made by Becky 
Johns' (“Muslims who deny 
HotocansT, Letters. 7 February) 
abmtynirng Muslims. The 
eap eheneft of your writer is Krofted 


ta^rase students who study English 

asasecond language -a very small 
irority ofyoung Muslims. 

Jam a father of two unrversity- 
ed&ated Muslim children and 


have also worked with many young 
Muslims through my association 
with a local community in Harrow. 

I can say that it is mischievous to 
suggest that these young Muslims 
deny the Holocaust or will gloat at 
the truth of ft. They may be 
indifferent to events that happened 
more than 50 years ago which have 
not affected them. 
UZAIRMRIZKJ 
Pinner, Middlesex 


Water utilities 
paid their way 

Sir How nice to receive a letter 
from Mi Major on the dangers of 
foe “windfall tar\ 

However, there is one sentence 
in his letter I find baffling. He says: 
"Companies which used to devour 
huge subsidies from the taxpayer 
now pay large amounts of tax to the 
Exchequer.” Which companies is 
he reflating to? 

I know a little bit about the water 
industry, and no subsidy was paid to 
die edd water authorities. They 
borrowed, of course, to fund capital 
expenditure (just as the privatised 
companies do) and mainly from the 
National Loans Fund, but a 
commensal rate of interest was 


certainly isn’t "paying large 
amounts of tax"). 

DAVID GADBURY 
East Grmstead, Sussex 


Misguided liberal 
on the Bible 


gloss 


flora the customers. The 

same kune, I believe, of the other 

utilities. 

Tbe only nationalised industries 
which “devoured” any significant 
sobrieties were rail (nothing’s 
changed there) and coal (which has 
been virtualty shut down and 


Sin Shock! Horrorl According to 
the Rev Kenneth Wilson’s letter (8 
February), 200 years of biblical 
scholarship has discovered that 
there are cultural aspects to the 
Bible. 

But that has always been 
recognised by theologians. God 
spoke in particular cultures at 
particular times. But what He spoke 
in and through those cultures was 
culture-transcending truth. Mr 
Wilson seems to think that 
somehow we in the 20th century no 
longer have cultural baggage, we 
can look down our noses at the poor 
culture-bound writers of the Bible. 
But his letter is full of cultural 
assumptions- anti-supematuralisrn 
and feminism for example. 

If Mr Wilson finds the teachings 
of the Bible on everything from a 
transcendent God and the 
substitutionary death of Christ to 
family relationships so repugnant, 
why does be not do the decent 
thing, renounce his ordination 
vows and stop calling himself a 
Christian? Perhaps the Rationalist 
Press Association would give him a 
job. But 1 doubt he wiU do that, 
because “liberal Christianity” is 
intellectually dishonest. 

The Rev GUY A DAVIES 
Slalbridge, Dorset 


Self-reliance the 
key to defence 

Silt Paul VaUety (“Hew Blair can 
save billions on defence", 10 
February) dismisses many 
capabilities of our armed forces as 
unnecessary, and makes several 
suggestions that can never be 
practical. 

• Do we need tanks at all? Yes, we 
do, as, great though helicopters 
are. they cannot take and hold 
territory. They are needed to guard 
the armoured personnel carriers 
that carry our troops, and they arc 
vulnerable to hamf-held surface-to- 
air missiles. 

Tomahawks can never totally 

replace attack aircraft, as tbeir unit 

cost makes that decision very 
uneconomic compared with an 
aircraft that can be re-used. 

Wc train and equip our forces for 
high-intensity conflict because then 
they are prepared for all 
eventualities. Situations can 
change very quickly, and troops 
could go in intending to peace- 
keep and end np inside a major 
conflict Then we would not haw 
the time to run to the Americans 
for help, or persuade a European 
committee. 

By aD means integrate Europe's 
defence industries, but we have to 
maintain a capabili ty to conduct 
limited high-mtensity warfare, in 
support of Nato, our European 
partners, or even for our own 
national interest. We cannot totally 
rely on other nations . 

KEN O’NEILL 
London SW14 


j Sin Paul Vallciy makes some 
excellent points (“How Blair can 
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save billions on defence", 10 
February), but unfortunately be 
repeats the fallacy that no savings 
can be made by axeing tbe Trident 
nuclear weapon system. Even after 
most of the building work is 
completed. Trident trill continue to 
cost huge amounts of money. 

Sir Ronald Mason (former Chief 
Scientific Adviser at the Ministry of 
Defence) estimates the total cost of 
Trident as £5ftbn. British nuclear 
weapons take up more than 7 per 
cent of the defence budget and cost 
over £ 1 -5bn per year to maintain. 
That's a bigger potential saving 
than withdrawing the Army from 
Germany. 

A British defence review that 
includes neither Trident nor Nato 
can bartity be called strategic, or be 
taken seriously. 

DAVID KNIGHT 
Chair, Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament 
London S7 


1 My UN views 

Sin Your article “Europe urges 
Annan to reform tiie UN" (21 
January) is doubly wrong. I 
certainly do not support tbe closing 
down of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development or of the United 
Nations Industrial Development 
Organisation. In feci, the exact 
opposite is the case. I believe that 
the functions these organisations 
cany out are of great importance 
and that both should be sustained 
in a reformed United Nations. 
JAMES GUSTAVE SPETH 
Administrator United Nations 
Development Programme 
New York 


Only the gullible 
pay to be frozen 

Sin The article “The ayonics 
game" (7 February) gives a 
misleading impression of the 
scientific basis of ayonics. Frankly, 
there isn’t one. 

To summarise comments by 
scientists ou the South African 
‘‘breakthrough" as “tsk-tsk" is 
neither informative nor accurate, 
and it simply is not true that "the 
world is getting closer to Jthc 
cryonicsf point of view". 

The experiments to which the 
article refers emphatically have not 
demonstrated an effective method 
for the preservation of organs by 
deep freezing- in fact they take us 
no nearer to the ayonics goal titan 
the foiled experiments carried out 
by Audrey Smith, at the National 
Institute for Medical Research, in 
1957. We now know much more 
about tbe reasons for their failure, 
but that knowledge has yet to yield 
a significant advance in organ 
preservation. 

Nor should readers forget that, 
even if the problems of deep- 
freezing living organs are solved, 
the cnxnudLsis will have additional 
problems to contend with. 
Extending the technique from 
organs to whole people; restoring 
the dead to life; curing the diseases 
or injuries that lead to their death: 
and all with perfect restoration of 
memory and personality. 

It realty is not surprising that so 
veiy few people have signed up for 
cryonic suspension. 

The true situation cannot he 
better summarised than it was by 
Peter and Jean Medawar. who 
wrote mAristotlc to Zoos: “In our 
opinion, money invested to preserve 
human life in the deep freeze is 
incy wasted, the sums involved 
being large enough to fulfil a 
punitive function as a self-imposed 
fine for gullibility and vanity. 1 * 

DAVID EPAGG, 

Medical Cryobiology Unit 
University of York 

Greetings cards 
always delayed 

Sin 1 share Mervyn BcnfonTs 
concern about the increasing 
inclination of the Post Office In 
ignore the first -class stamp and 
make its own idiosyncratic 
judgemenfs about when tn deliver 
our mail (letter. 8 February). 

We have a daughter at school in 
Newbury who telephones home 
most days, which enables as to keep 
an exact record of the arrival of 
items we post to her. 

Post people seem to think that 
postcards must be frivolous - they 
cannot possibly contain any urgent 
message. So postcards sink to the 
bottom of the pile and always take 
two or three days. Anything that 
can easily be identified as a 
greetings card seems to be 
automatically sifted out of the first- 
class system. I have overcome the 
problem hy disguising cvciy card in 
a plain white business-like envelope 
-a ruse that is almost always 
successful. 
diiysbarratt 
Maidenhead. Berkshire 


Sir I sympathise with Mr Benford’s 
feelings. The time taken for a first- 
class letter of normal size sent from 
my home in Northumberland to 
Wcstbuiy, Wiltshire was four days. 
The same applied in the reverse 
direction. 

Gty-io-rityfiist-class letters may 
be delivered the non day, hut when 
it comes to rural, or sc mi- rural, 
areas -forgot ill 
JHEWETT 

Puntdand, Northumberland 


.f 







Fisk in Ireland, Part 1 
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Robert Fisk, 

The 

'ndependent’s 
ward-winning 
war reporter, 
returns to 
Northern 
Ireland after 
more than 20 
years to find 
that it has 
serie parallels 
with the 
Middle East 



W here was the 
border? All 
the way up 
from Dublin, 
the stations 
id been recognisably Victo- 
an, with their stone booking 
ills and arched brick windows 
id lacy wooden roofs. Dun- 
ilk, the last station before 
le frontier, looked just like 
isburn, the last big station 
:fore Belfast. Indeed, they 
iusi have been designed by the 
ime company, perhaps the 
.*ry same architect, in the days 
;fore partition. But Dundalk 
ad been identified in Irish as 
'un Dealgan, while Lisburn 
irried no hint of its original 
■aelic name. 

The Middle East has sharp- 
ied my sense of the politics of 
ames. In Hebrew, Jerusalem 
“Yerushelaim”. in Arabic, it 
“AI-Quds”. Belfast would 
so be “Beal Feirste” if that 
art of its history had not been 
ashed away. Ironically, it is a 
one keep to the left of the 
ain that alerts passengers to 
ie border, a medieval fortress 
rery bit as forbidding as the 
rusader castles that litter 
yria, Lebanon and what was 
nee Palestine, the 12lh century 
rminding us of the frontiers of 
le 1920s. 

How strange is the effect of 
rossing these invisible lines. On 
ie other side of a field to the 
ght. the cars bearing Irish 


Belfast’s “peace’ fine, as high and distressing as any of the Beirut variety. Inset Robert Fisk, Rffidtfle East correspondent, who reported from Belfast In the Seventies Main photograph: Stephen DavisorvFacmuatof.. 


Back to Belfast 


□umber plates with their little 
Irish EU signs had vanished, to 
be replaced by vehicles with a 
familiar yellow British registra- 
tion. Across on the Newry road, 
an advertisement announced 
the best dry-cleaners in Ireland 
“as seen on BBC". And high up 
on a hillside above the railway 
embankment, an iron stockade 
contained the descendants of 
the armies of Elizabeth I, their 
swords replaced by radio aerials 
and anti-missile screens, their 
presents reduced to this inde- 
fensible bit of the old Ireland. 

The rain was beating against 
the windows of my carriage. 
The station signs now came in 
an odd, oblong typeface with- 
out capital letters, screwed on 
to iron grills. 

I bad forgotten the smell of 
Belfast, the cloak of invisible, 
wet smoke that wraps the city 
in winter. I had forgotten that 
despite its assumed British- 
ness, Northern Ireland boasted 
a Ruritanian currency of local 
fivers and £10 notes, each illus- 
trated with the land of ripening 
fields and cranes and tractors 
that I can find on the banknotes 


of any Arab nation. And I had 
not remembered the distance - 
the hundreds of miles and light 
years - that separate Westmin- 
ster from this avowedly British 
city. 

In a province in which the 
Unionists are supposed to rep- 
resent the Tories - which they 
don’t -and in which the Labour 
party does not field a single 
candidate, the Belfast Telegraph 
was advertising an “exclusive” 
interview with Tony Blair. 
“There is not a lot of trust 
around now ...” he is saying. 
“What is to be gained by one 
more death and one more 
bombing? The answer is noth- 
ing ... If violence stops and 
trust and confidence can be 
built, then I think Northern Ire- 
land can have a great future ...” 

“Can". “Think”. It was lam- 
entable. What will Tony Blair's 
approach to Northern Ireland 
be? “Bugger all," an old Protes- 
tant friend of mine from Derry 
replied, reading aloud another 
passage of Blairite wisdom in 
which the Labour leader 
declared that he was “not going 
to dictate what the terms of that 


There's no disguising 
problem toenails 



future might be” although it 
would have to “be based on 
consent and agreement and 
respect for the very different 
traditions which coexist in the 
province”. 

“Bullshit,” my friend said “It 
will have to be based on British 
leadership and contempt for 
sectarianism, on a British prime 
minister with enough seats to 
ignore the Unionist party, and 
who’ll tell the police to keep the 
rule of tow and not cave in to 
Orangemen, and who'D stop 

stroking the IRA 

one day and call- 55!!S 
ing them shit the r tl 
next" • I fl 1 

I’d forgotten met 
how tittle the . .. 
British under- SOIQlC 
stood the Proles- nast 1 
tarns and Cath- ^ - 

olics of Northern WlfltH 
Ireland -and how nlr 

well Northern Ire- aii WI1 
landers compre- SSS 
hend the weak- 
nesses of the little men at 
Westminster. Ask Protestants if 
they trust John Major and they 
will pronounce his name with 
the “J” of John heavily and con- 
temptuously aspirated, along 
with the good-natured smile of 
the strong who know bow to 
deal with the pusillanimity of 
their enemies. 

"We don’t trust John Major,” 
Ian Paisley declared to me. 
“He's made promises to us and 
he hasn’t kept them." And I 
noticed that the good reverend 
also grinned when he men- 
tioned Major's name, tike a 
hungry man contemplating 
lunch. 

Or dinner, as Northern Ire- 


6 The RUC 
men and 
soldiers slid 
past the car 
window like 
an old film 3 


and Dublin is “in the south”, 
the centre of the known world 
being Belfast - just as Beirut or 
Damascus or Jerusalem or 
Hebron or Gaza are to their 
inhabitants. 

Belfast has now been dressed 
in fancy clothes in keeping with 
its stams as a semi-peaceful -or 
half-warlike - city: boutiques, 
new restaurants and clothing 
stores and bookshops, a revi- 
talised theatrical and arts life, 
and a new lower pound floor of 
the Europa Hotel that makes it 
look like the front 
of a Third Reich 
pi |a ministry. 
nUl# “Don't you like 

and the city now?” 
fi ijj asked the lady 
S 5 1 IQ who used to safe- 

ie car m y bank 

„ .,1 account in Done- 
IHf like gall Place in the 
film m days when I was a 
111111 J Belfast corre- 
wmmmmm SpOndeOL “People 
don't want to go 
back to the bad days.” 

This surprised me- The “bad 
days” are supposed to be back. 
But as David McKittrick, The 
Independents Ireland corre- 
spondent, has pm it, this is “half 
war”. “Quarter war,” I sug- 
gested to McKittrick - we have 
been old friends since the Sev- 
enties, when I worked in Belfast 
for The Times, David for The 
Irish Tunes - after he offered to 
drive me round west Belfast. 
There were no security checks 
in town, I said. No barriers. No 
soldiers. Where was the war? 

McKittrick has a soft, devas- 
tating sense of humour. Like 
many in Northern Ireland, he 
smiles after he has made a joke. 


landers call lunch - dinner not before. This can be dis- 
being “supper” in Belfast. Just turbing. When I asked where 
as Britain is “across the water” the war was, he was silent. 


“This is where Dhiswas-do 
you recognise these houses?” 
We had turned left off the Rills 
Road. Of course. I’ve driven 
round these Catholic homes 
many times. "No. you haven't.” 
McKittrick said “They’re all 
new." 

They were. Smart terraces 
and serai-dewched houses - 
most built to the same dimen- 
sions as the slums they took the 
place ot the Housing Executive 
dutifully replacing the familiar 
with the familiar - had taken 
the place of the squalor that I 
remembered. But when wc 
turned a corner, the old Belfast 
was there, two lonely RUC 
men in flak jackets with a line 
of British soldiers on both pave- 
ments, their rifle-sights caress- 
ing the contours of each house, 
the brigjit green and black cam- 
ouflage making the old cruel 
contrast with the grey estate. 
They slid past the car window 
like an old film, a television 
repeat of infinite weariness and 
meaning. McKittrick had made 
his point,, but slid a cassette 
beneath the car radio. 

An English voice, public 
school, vowels enunciated, was 
speaking slowly and deliber- 
ately over a two-way radio. 
“Two dead bodies are being 
taken to Altnagetoin Hospi- 
tal,” the voice said The tape 
had been discovered by Chan- 
nel 4 when its crew were inves- 
tigating Bloody Sunday, the 
shooting dead of 13 civil rights 
demonstrators by members of 
the 1st Battalion, the Para- 
chute Regiment in Derry in 
January 1972. 

McKittrick let the cassette 
run on as we drove along the 
“peace” line, as high and as dis- 
tressing as any of the Beirut 
variety that lay along the 


Lebanese front lines between 
1975 and 1990. From the radio 
comes a high-pitched whine 
and a voice - another British 
army officer - saying: “Photo- 
graphers arc taking pictures of 
a body in Chamberlain street.” 

The whine continues on the 
tape. “Helicopter,” McKittrick 
mutters. And I understand. 
The voices are coming from a 
helicopter high over the 
Rossville Flats on Bloody Sun- 
day, as dear now - 25 years 
later - as they were on the day. 

McKittrick turns into Cupar 
Why and stops beside the cus- 
tom-made “peace" line, 40ft 
high, green-painted, running 
as far as the eye can see, shame- 
ful and sinister. And when I 
wind down my window, 1 hear, 
high above us, the whine of a 
real-time helicopter. Several 
thousand feet up, it drdes and 
recircles this slum state, photo- 
graphing and re-pbotographing 
the wasteland and garbage and 
the vehicles on the road and no 
doubt, our car too. And an odd 
thought occurs to me, that this 
tiny machine has been flying for 
25 years, that its haunting mos- 
quito whine has never left the 
skies of Northern Ireland that 
if I lived here - rather than 
amid the beat and flies of the 
Middle East - 1 could believe 
that nothing had changed since 
Bloody Sunday. 

Like the Lebanese, the 
people of Belfast long ago devel- 
oped an exaggerated sense of 
their own tragedy. The Leban- 
ese foreign minister insisted to 
mein 1983 that if Lebanon was 
not gjveu peace, it would be “the 
end of the known world”. Pales- 
tinians have been given to claim 
flint their plight is worse than 
that of the Jews in the European 
Holocaust. In jnst such a way, 


IRA prisoners in the Eighties '-^ 
would claim that L mg Kesfr y . 
camp was “worse than Bctsen”, . . . . 

Onlv last month, the Northern _ 
Ireland Office was proposing to ■- 
make a tckrrakm adverti se m ent . 

suggesting that intimidation fcr : 
Belfast could be eomparod te 
the persecution of Jews in pre- . 
war Germany. Nobody must bd - 
allowed to ' place events ft : • • 
perspective. 

In Bullymurphy, four yotmg 
men in jeans watch our car sus- 
piciously. "Social workers.’*- 
McKittnck suvs, only-gUutciuft . - 


McKittnck says, only glancing . 
at me afterwards to see if I 
caught his irony. 

The walls were painfully 
familiar. “Welcome to the Loy- 
alist Heartland of Ulster”: “Live 
Free - Or Like a Freeman Die . 

- Not Like a Fenian. Stove'";.; 
“Shankill Road No, Surrender*,' 

Wasn't there an "h’* to 
Shankill, I ask innocently? 

"No," McKittrick replies. 
“But there's not usually *•’; 
comma in the middle of *Nd 
Surrender’.” Then he smile?} 
quietly to himself. 

In Lebanon, the graffiti is 
more rhetorical, declarative. 
“Nasser - light, brotherhood, - 
unity,” it says down the toad ^ 
from my Beirut home. “Sup 11 
port the resistance - crush'. • 
Zionism.” The Palestinians 
used to have a poster which 
proclaimed to its warriors that: ' 
“we shall stand in the- last 
trench against the Zionist death/ 
wagon”, a remark which made", 
up in enthusiasm what it lacked - 
in passion. But in both coun- 
tries, the real questions are the '' 
same. Who are these messages 1 
for? What is the purpose oftbe 
wall paintings of the Irish , 
famine and King Billy?- Tb - 
preach to the converted? lb 
reduce the complex to the star- . 
plistic? lb avoid argument? Or 
to instruct us that hatred and 
fear and anger and a sense of. 
injustice have a greater integrity 

- and are buried deeper - than 
peace? 

Tomorrow: Robert Fisk talks to • 
Gerry Adams attd Ian Prisko. 


! g ^ brittle, discoloured toenails may 
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Every plucky underdog has his day 


£ race is not to the 

I swift, nor the battle 
-L. to the strong, but 
that's the way to bet”, said 
Damon Runyon, thus 
reflecting the great truth that 
the favourite is not often 
passed in the last furlong by 
an outsider. The favourite 
usually wins, yes. On the 
other hand, Lhat is not always 
enough to make him popular. 
It is the underdog that 
people want to Win, the little 
guy that nobody fancies. 
There is nothing quite like 
seeing Holyfield chimp Tyson 
on his backside, or Sri Lanka 
thrash the world at one-day 
cricket, or Wrexham beat 
Birmingham and go on to 
take the F A Cup. (The latter 
is just wishful thinking from a 
Wrexham supporter, and has 
not actually happened yet in 
this space-time continuum.) 

But the underdog can only 
win for a while before things 
change. Once the underdog 
starts winning, he isn’t going 
to be the underdog for long 
or quite so popular, or not m 
the same way. Tim Henman 
will never quite be the dark 
horse again, the brave little 
straggler- indeed, one day 
soon. Henman will be upset 
by an underdog, and my 


goodness, what is this in 
Tuesday's paper? “Henman 
beaten by unknown,” 
Henman, 17th in the world, 
put out of first round of the 
Dubai Open by the German 
Martin Sinner, 183rd in the 
world. A new underdog! 

5k> the big guy can never 
be the underdog. The only 
way in which the big guy can 
ever achieve underdog status 
is by pretending to be, by 
rolling over on his back and 
looking temporarily helpless. 
Here is an interesting 
thought on the film 
Independence Day by Phil 
Raby, the excellent film critic 
of the Bath Chronicle. 

“It (the film) fulfils all the 
necessary conditions of the 
way Americans see 
themselves: unprovoked 
attack from out of nowhere 
by vastly superior faceless 
forces and defeat staring 
them in the face. Then comes 
retaliation and, against all the 
odds, victory. It’s strange how 
the most powerful nation on 
Earth needs to see itself as a 
plucky underdog when, for 
the most part, its foreign 
policy has consisted of 
crushing plucky underdogs, 
but self-delusion is a 
common phenomenon.” 



Miles 

Kington 

Maybe it was for 
psychological reasons like 
this that McDonald’s made 
the strange decision to take 
the McLibel two to court. 
Maybe McDonald’s felt 
terribly, helplessly threatened 
by these two people handing 
out leaflets outside one of 
their London branches. 
Maybe McDonald's felt 
impelled to send in the 
lawyers to handle the two 
protesters in the same way 
that America used to feel 
impelled to send in military 
advisers to recalcitrant 
places, or to isolate them in 


the same way America tries 
to isolate Fidel Castro (and 
thus help to make him the 
world's longest-surviving 
leader). Whatever the 
reason. McDonald’s must 
now be regretting its decision 
to blast the underdogs, as it 
must have lost them a lot of 
friends. It certainly helped 
decide me never to go inside 
a McDonald's joint again, 
though in all honesty I 
cannot remember being a 
friend of McDonald's 
beforehand. 

And it has all happened 
again this week with the 
news that the big boys in the 
whisky industry are trying lo 
squash a tiny fora in the Isle 
of Man which is putting out 
“Manx whiskey”. As far as I 
can gather, they don’t actually 
want the firm-to disappear. 
They just want them to stop 
calling it whiskey and start 
calling it Manx Magic or TT 
Thunder or something. Glen 
Kella Whiskey, as it is called, 
offends the mighty Scotch 
Whisky Association because 
it is not actually made on the 
Isle of Man - it is Scotch 
whisky bought in Scotland 
and redistilled to remove the 
colouring. You mustn't fiddle 
with Whisky, says the SWA. or 


it stops being whisky. What 
comes out of the cask after 
maturing is the real thing and 
shouldn't be fiddled with* as 
the bad boys of Glen Kella - - 
arc doing. 

Now, quite apart from the 
distasteful sight of the huge 
industry combining to squash 
one tittle Manxman, the big .■ 
boys are on dodgy ground 
here, because THEY too 
fiddle with whisky after it lias 
matured and left the cask. 

I am not referring here tb 
the stuff called blended 
whisky, the Bell’s and 
Famous Grouse and 
Teacher’s and all that, which- 
is a mystery to everyone ' ” : 
because it comhincs an ' 
unspecified amount of . • 
unnamed malt whisky without 
unspecified amount of -• : = 
nameless grain spirit coming, 
from no one knows where. 

Nor am I referring to the* 
way whisky is reduced in : 
strength by the addition of ' 1 
water, which ft is. No. I am - 

referring to the fact that even 
the so-called real thing; angle 
malt whisky^ is also tampered 
with by the industry after it ■. 
has left die cask. 

More on this tomorrow, if _ 

I haven't been arrested, by the 
whisky police. . - 







From musical magic 
to movie mayhem 
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M y. English poliUcal 
friends; listen to yonr- 
selves - not to your 
wotas about a Scottish parlia- 

but to how yon say them! 

deyolutioD would create 
constitutional anomalies and 
Yes, these should be 
pointed at and argued about. 
But in the reaction from Tory 
politicians, newspapers and 
corameniatbrs to Opposition 
plans for an Edinburgh JegisJa- 
(here is more than proper 
scspHcism. There is an edge, 
audit is an angry, cutting one. 

Suddenly, like livid fungi, 
ugly _ old stereotypes are 
swelling. The Scots are 
“wfangeing”. They are greedy; 
-idle; taking kind-hearted old 
E ng l an d for a ride. They are 
“feather-bed ded*\ They must 
be Made to pay - cut, suffer - 
fomaving their parlhtmenL 
ui fact, "when the southern 
commuter leaves .his mortgage- 

I ised subur ban home to 
by subsidised London 
transport to a job in a 
er-funded govern m ent 
passing electronics and 
e factories whose wealth 
from state contracts, 
and* sitting there, smoulders 
with aimer at the thought of 
those kilted con artists living so 
high on the hog in Go van or 
Graithnock, he is carrying on a 
long English tradition. 

It goes bade at least to 1603, 
and the a rriv al of King James 
VI and I in London with his ret- 
inue of Edinburgh hangers-on. 
It grew in heat dining the Civil 
War, blazed brightly after the 
Act of Union, and still crackled 
happily in Georgian England. 

The self-confidence of the 
British Empire, a joint project, 
followed by world wars, sub- 
dued English resentment' of 
uppity Scots and helped to 
cement Britishness. Bint it 



question (which can have the 
fizz taken out of it by the 
removal of some Scottish MPS 
from Westminster) but the 
much harder question of 
whether or not a Scottish par- 
. Hameui can make itself useful. 
This is the real and so far unan- 
swered challenge for Scottish 
poBfes, but it is one with rele- 
vance for other democracies, 
too. 

Who needs another pile of 

- - bloody pdfiriaans. sticking their 

AnO- GW oar in, when we already pay 

*■___ enough? That is the big ques- 

don, what we mi ghr call the 
West European qpestfcm, which 
should resonate everywhere. 
«-| . Scottish voters, like other voters, 

H fJT illT*P iq ' are unlikely to call for much 
125 higher taxes on themselves. 

Given that, what real dtffer- 

alWaVS ence could an Ecfinburgb pariia- 

** mem make? 

nAQCnKlo Intellectually disabled by 

^vofilUIC* chronic optimism, I grill iMwt 1 

■j-. . 1 the answer, for creative and 

But what 

, . , , „ ‘ ^ j z J^felature mjghl free itself of 

WG neea m mtminstefs Gothick self- 

mxportance~ and reconnect with 
Rvifoin - {Optical citizens. It could help 
J-%1 xviXLLXy - * - -fo rebuild the striking Scottisb- 
1 . ness of Scottish education, a 

SllTPlV IQ hard-headed, philosophical 

OULL c *\/> - 10 style of learning that has been 

ahnost, but not quite, forgotten, 
mare This would be done not by bar- 

ring English students, but by 
fliuPV gH 1 7 reforming the curriculum, and 

UlVul fiiLj management of schools and 

_ universities- 

OTjrJ It could finally tackle EQgh- 

land land reform. It might, per- 

- * i haps, go further towards en- 

eKpeSnment Vironmemal politics than the 

r south is ready to. It could cre- 

TJrvf* Idqq ale a proper lobby for Scottish 

UUL lCOo interests in Brussels. It could... 

Enough. You get the pic- 
ture. It is, of course, posable 
that, instead, a Scottish pariia- 


T bere has been a 
spate of nostalgic 
movie musicals 
around, but instead 
of being uplifting, 
which you might eamect of any 

musical, let akme onering, that 
evoke the past, they are mostly 
rather nasty. Only one. The 
Umbrellas of Cherbourg, is a 
must- watch. Wouldn't you 
know h? It’s French. Ana it's 
not merely about Ihe past, it's 
old (1964). Its director. Jacques 
Demy, made no bones from the 
start: his film was to be delib- 
erately, perhaps even Idtscbly, 
enchanting. It was to recapture 
the romantic exhilaration of a 
serade adolescence. 

The other films, new and 
newish, not merely lack charm, 
bat talk about the past for an 
age and perhaps a society which 
assumes that charm must be 
weak-minded, patr onising and 
phoney. Somewhere between 
mnsicals such as South Rtdfic or 
Ufar Side Swry and now, we lost 

the ability to see that toughness 

and tenderness -can flourish 
without descending into vio- 
lence or sentimentality. And 
perhaps we also pot in peril the 
means of living happily 
together. Even the sensibly lib- 
eral film censor James I^nnan 
bemoans the modern sea of 
blood and sees H as a problem 
unique in the cinema's history, 
and a threat to our weD-being. 
It is unlikely that he was think- 
ing of musicals when he con- 
sidered the depraving effects of 
the medium. 

But he might have. Tike, for 
instance, the brilliant new 
Robert Altman fihn, Kansas 
Chy. It is, as his Short Cuts 
would make one expect, not 
and - as the ch'ch6 has it - 
closely observed. Altman's 
stcny-teOing (rich dc^jehead kid- 
napped by flaky incompetent) is 
gripping and gives him lots of 
opportunities for vignettes of 
real insight. The result is a mim- 
cal because, throughout the 
action, jazz musicians are play- 
ing themselves playing the clas- 
sics of the Thinks, and because 
ft is dear from the start that the 
idea of a music-mad town is 
what motivates the enterprise. 
Afl mah ft is a triumph of style 
and inteffigence,with the grip of 
a Raymond Chandler. Except 
that at one point in the film 
there is a styfeh beating of great 
savageiy and improbability. I 
didn't believe a beating like 
that would have taken place in 
the drcumstances, and even if It 
had, we didn't need to be shown 
ft. 1 found myself withdraw ing 
from the whole film on account 
of this folly, which was probably 
only induded as a necessary 
draw. 

The Who’s album Quadro- 
phema, one of the best sus- 


-not less 


remains an uneasy union. The devolution ment will consist of beer-slobbering, expense- 
debate has already begun to fan anti-Scottish fiddling third-raters who begin by losing the 


sentiments at Westminster which are as dear, public's attention, and then throw away its 
though thankfully not quite as anatomically support. But failure ispossible for all par- 
precise, as those I and my son endured liamems everywhere. The interesting ques- 
recently at Twickenham -{or Flodden-by- tion isn’t the old, nationalist one of which 
Thames, as we call it now). > _ tribe or territory is covered by which boxful 

.1 am never quite sure whether English Tbry of politicians, but, rather, whether they have 
critics of Scottish Home Rule are warning that the wit and programme to make a difference, 
it might break up the Union, or half-hoping And what we need in Britain, surely, is more 

that it wfll. There should be, at any rate, a diversity and experiment, not less. Scottish 
proper accounting. If Scottish public spend- charities and public bodies, advocates and 
mg is higher, because of urban deprivation educationists, investment houses and minis- 
and rural emptiness, then what about Scot- tera are all subtly different in their attitudes 
land’s contribution to the UK's finances and and instincts from their rivals in London. Who 
standing? would wish it otherwise? And we need com- 

What about riot only oil and gas, but also parison and competition in political attitudes 
Britain’s defence pasture, with the Trident and political processes as well as in comm erne, 
berths, and her weighted voting in the EU and We are alive in a mufti-ethnic, interwoven 

berseat on the Security Coimcfl? This is not counliy afloat in a similar sort of world. The 
to make a petty pohticaJ -accountant's point. London-based Independent is part-owned by. 
but to remind English readers that there is a Irishmen and Spaniards, and edited by a Scot, 
deal, an agreement which benefits both sides while The Scotsman is owned, and now edited, 
— yes, you as welL by the E ng l is h. 

Would that be terminally jeopardised, as Chippiness should be kept for the sports 
John Major suggests, by Scotland’s ability to arenas and foe back bar. What matters is what 
choose her own way more dearly in education is done, and how well - not, any longer who 
policy, transport strategy and health? If both does it. If a Scottish pariimnent worts, it will 
sides wanted a divorce ft could certainly be be a source of inspiration and enligh tenment 
used as an excuse. But there is no sign that' for English democrats. If it doesn’t, ft will be 


by Richard D North 
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Pretty but profound : Catherine Deneuve in Demy's Umbrellas of Cherbourg 1 

Directors seem to have lost the ability to 
make films that are both (farming and 
tough-minded, yet do not descend into violence 


they do. Ear from provoking a constitutional 
crisis; I’d have thought most Eng li s h voters 
would barely notice. 

What matters is not the West Lothian 


an equally useful arid relatively painless les- 
son for them. 

So, my English friends, democrats aB - 
please relax. 


was recorded in 1973 and made 
into a film in 1979- The movie 
was made in the punk era, when 
nastiness was even more due 
than usual among film-makers 
seeking to make a mark. The 


film, though not foe previous 
score, dwells on foe tribal con- 
frontations between Mods and 
Rockers on Brighton beach in 
foe early Sixties. So far as I can 
gather, foese were more Ore the 
ritual displays of mating birds 
than real war, but that wouldn’t 
do for foe fihu-makeis. Franc 
Roddam, the director, portrays 
the Mods as nasty pieces of 
work, and depicts what were 
probably occasional serious inci- 
dents as routine. 

In the late Seventies, the 
Who put out an album called 
The Kids Are Alright, and I 
wore one of foe badges advert- 
ising it. The odd tiring is that 
the Jtids more or less are and 
were all right, but not as por- 
trayed by the Who's film. In any' 
case their being aD right is nor 
much enhanced by a constant 
diet of tricked-up nastiness 
such as Quadropherua. Young 
people seeing the film will think 
that contrived unpleasantness is 


the natural way of their grand- 
fathers (Mods have become 
that generation) and may as 
well not be eschewed now. 

Evita is closer to foe old 
model of musical than foe oth- 
ers, simply because ft was a 
fully-fledged stage show before 
being got up in celluloid. It can 
claim to be romantic, though of 
course it romanticises a tricky 
era of history rather than the 
mating game: The music m 
Evita is surprisingly engaging. 
The performances’ are good, 
including Madonna's. And yet 
foe film is a rather nasty piece 
of work. Leave aside that it 
celebrates a dictator's wife, 
more to foe point is that one is 
given very little reason for lik- 
ing anyone in the piece, except 
perhaps the dictator himself, 
since he does at least seem to 
be in love. There is a peculiar 
disjunction between soaring 
love songs (and even elegiac 
patriotic songs) and foe troub- 


ling issue of just how much of 
a frost Eiita really was. It 
doesn’t seem to have occurred 
to anyone that it was necessary 
to make it dear where the film 
thought the truth might lie, 
and whether it redeems or con- 
demns Eva Peron. It would 
have helped if the film had 
implied that its point of view is 
that such things don't matter, 
and that what docs matter is to 
portray how interesting Evita is. 
But she isn't, on this account: 
Evita is not much more than a 
wall of sound and some frocks, 
(Bfv the way, this is pretty ob- 
viously a “chick" movie: let's 
have no nonsense about 


women being more scrupulous 
in these matters.) 

Akin Parker is a wonderfully 
talented director, but his taste- 
lessness here should be no sur- 
prise: The Commitments, rather 
like the Who's (Jiuidropfuniii. 
seemed to suppose that no 
working-class young people 
could be depicted without 
plenty of hilling going on. It\as 
though only the fist conveys 
authenticity. 

There is no hitting at all in 
The Umbrellas if Cherbourg, set 
in the late Fifties or very earh 
Sixties, The film is instead mag- 
ical. Never since Salad Days «w 
The faryfiricn-i. which belong lo 
the Fifties, have the British 
pnnlucvd u musical halt so 
romantic. Salad Days was, of 
ciKiiw. satirical (it reminds one 
mostly of the style of foe pocket 
cartoons of Osbert Lancaster, 
with shades of John Minton’s 
drawings of sunny and youthful 
hoys and girls), and was fresh 
as’ springtime. Umbrellas is 
equally sharp in its observation. 
It is set in the real Cherbourg, 
and in u real garage. A 
mechanic foils in hive with a girl 
in a real shop. The pettiness of 
her mother's social code, and 
her ambition for her daughter, 
ensure that their romance fails. 
But then you notice that the 
colours of this world are mostly 
pastel, and mostly dash. 

The current showings 
demand to be seen because 
Demy's foresight has meant 
(hat an exquisite restoration of 
the prints has been possible. 
There is a sort of Absolutely 
Fabulous passion for foe just 
slightly suh-nunrcsccnt. This 
colouring seems designed to 
express the idea of people surf- 
ing giddy emotions: they are lit- 
erally a rosy view of youthful 
passion. But the young of CYarr- 
bourg face reality too. The 
film’s themes are death, separ- 
ation and disappointment. 

Everybody ends up happy 
enough but with second-class - 
or at any rate second-hand - 
love. It is a plot of microscopic 
proportions bur nice symme- 
tries and the outcome is neither 
saccharine nor shallow. While 
the film is sweet. It is not senti- 
mental. It is in fact a deep 
piece of work, and certainly 
deeper about human, and espe- 
cially youthful motivation than 
Evita and foe rest It is a film for 
those prepared to cxy, to enjoy 
understated pleasures. Above 
all it is for those rare modems: 
people who are frightened of 
the modem fashion for aggres- 
sion and rudeness. 

'Umbnihis of Cherbourg' is on 
release ui an houses around the 
country. 


Life or death? We must all decide 


C loaked in its usual 
secrecy, last week the 
Medicines Control 
Agency made an important 
decision, yet to be announced. 
They agreed to license a new 
drug called Aricept, the first to 
make any improvement in the 
mental state of Alzheimer’s 
patients. Now stand badt and 
await foe stampede. 

What are health authorities 
to do? There are some 650,000 
patients with dementia. (Tvo- 
thirdjr of them have Alz- 
heimer’s, but identifying which 
ones have it is difficult) The 
drug will cost £100 a monfo per 
patient. In April, when it WUI 
probabhr become availably, 
around half a million patients 
- or their carers - will bead 
straight forfoeirGft to askfor 
foe only treatment for this dis- 
ease that has been proven to 
do any good at a ^- j 

- Already the word is spread- 
ing fast When I first called the 

Alzheimer's Society an over- 
enthusiastic worker told me 
that the new drug could make 
a 30 per cent improvement m 
the brain function of many 
sufferers- Later, their executive 
director was more oiomispect- 
Certainly there are improve- 

ssssskS 

sarily translate into people 
bring able to find their way to 


Polly 

Toynbee 

If every 
tareatanentis 
a question of 
cost, the 
NHSwill 
becomea 
US-style 
safety net 
for the 
very poor 


previously helpless patients 
taking part in the drug trials 
who bad suddenly been able to 
write a shopping list, then go 
down to foe shop and ask for 
everything on it. It win only 
take a few stories like that to 
mate desperate carers frantic 
to get their bands on foe drag. 
■ So if half a million people 
demand the drug, it wul cost 
: some £600,000. How is the 
NHS to decide who gets it, and 
at what opportunity cost to 
other patients? 

Ask any poHtkdan and they 
run a mDe. Rationing? What 
rationing? I see no rationing. 
“Priority setting”, perhaps, but 
foe word “ratioaing” does not 
cross their Bps. The official line 
is that each health authority 
must decade howto spend then - 
allocated funds according to 
local needs - as if foese dis- 

ea^-es were local Never has the 

cause of devolution been so 
passionately espoused as by 
our Pontius Pilate health min- 
isters over the past few years. 

Arioept helps ttemeraory of 
those in the early and middle 
stages of Alzhrimei’sj but not 
the painful process of dis- 
integration of the personality. 
The drug may not mate much 
difference to the amount of 
care duty need, so ft may not 
save care costs. Indeed, ft could 
prolong the life of some and, 
if it were mistateaty prescribed 
to the already seriously 
affected, it could prolong then 
misery. But sustm^omy the 


right people get it, that is still 
some 200,000 - a hefty extra 
bill for health authorities. 

Already, new and expensive 
drugs are being denied to many 
patients: Beta Interferon for 
multiple sclerosis sufferers, 
Epo for kidney patients, 
Ruutek for motor neurone dis- 
ease. Worst of all is the failure 
to prescribe Clozapine for 
many schizophrenics, which 
would transform the lives of 
one-third of them and mate 
another third significantly bel- 
ter. (Clozapine costs £5 a day, 
while the far less effective 
LargactD costs only 8p a day, 
and has bad side effects that 
mean patients often resist 
taking ft.) 

The mentally ill and those 
with rare conditions tend to be 
low priorities - and patients 
are still surprisingly patient. 
But Alzheimer's will be 
another story. There is barely 
a family in foe land that does 
not fear it. There will be no 
holding back this tide of 


So what should health auth- 
orities do? Lambeth, South- 
wark and Lewisham Health 
Authority are trying to con- 
front foe problem rationally. 
They are about to handle a 

who will cost them £75(^QK)0a 
year. Who is to take such life- 
and-death decisions? They 
have decided in foese cases to 
call a meeting of the 13 mem- 
bets of the authority, and to let 


them make their decision in 
public. 

They first did this recently 
when lack of fending stopped 
all wafting list surgery- but no 
members of the public turned 
up. They will do it again with 
this current case, teen to 
involve foe public in making 
choices and gradually lo edu- 
eate people into thinking about 
rationing. Each difficult case 
that gets publicised, such as 
tbat of Jayinee Bowen, foe 
child who was initially refused 
a new cancer treatment partly 
because of cost, teaches people 
a little more of foe language of 
priorities. But when we, the 
public, have thought about it, 
what then? Can we stomach 
joining in the decision to let 
someone - or thousands - die 
far lack of money? 

Consider another dilemma 
facing this same London 
health authority: their waiting 
list for angioplasty, a heart 
operation, is now so long that 
some unll die because they 
cannot be treated in time. 
Should the authority warn 
those on the list, so that they 
have the chance to save their 
lives by buying private treat- 
ment - admitting that the rich 
will live and foe poor will die? 
They are still chewing oyer foe 
pwriw wry nfftig of this difficult 
letter. 

If many state-of-the-art 
treatments are denied on the 
h am of cost, ibis will rapidly 
destroy foe NHS as a univer- 


sal service: aD who can will buy 
foe drug or foe operation pri- 
vately and the NHS will 
become an .American -style 
safety net 'offering old-fash- 
ioned, cheap treatment to foe 
poor. It may not take very 
much of a squeeze to push us 
from one system to foe other. 
It docs not need any right-wing 
conspiracy to kill off the NHS 
- underfunding will do ft just 
as well. 

Despite a lot of crying wolf 
(not from me) foe NHS has 
been just sufficiently funded 
over the past 17 years of 
Conservative government. But 
this year the health service 
budget has taken a plunge. 
While ft has averaged 2.6 per 
cent real growth since 1979. it 
win get a meagre 0.9 per cent 
thisyear, 0.8 per cent next year 
and -0.2 per cent the year 
after, while its costs soar. 

Gordon Brown, Labour’s 
would-be Chancellor, has 
signed up to keep within that 
impossible budget. So might 
Labour find itself presiding 
over a mass move into foe pri- 
vate sector? All the evidence 
k that our tax-based system is 
far cheaper for everyone - 
especially for foe better off. 
Wul public airing of NHS 
funding dilemmas persuade 
people that they need to pay 
more tax to keep the health 
service at the cutting edge of 
medicine? It may be angry 
Alzheimer's families that force 
foe issue. 
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obituaries / gazette 


Anthony Baines 


jithony Baines v.as a writer on 
jusical instruments and for 10 
jars, from 1970 to 1980, cura- 
jr of the Bate Collection of 
listorieal Wind Instruments 
t Oxford University. 

Baines did not set out on a 
liisical career. First a Kings 
cholar at Westminster School, 
c won a scholarship to read 
Tiemistrv at Christ Church. Qx- 
jrd. It ’was at Westminster 
iat he was first gripped by mu- 
le. The resident King’s Schol- 
rs got dressed each morning to 
lassical overtures played on the 
ramo phoae by the senior boys. 
Ttere he started learning clar- 
tet and bassoon, and collect- 
ig musical instruments. At 
Jxford, afternoons were spent 
yding around Oxfordshire Ihis 
lotorcyde having been sold to 
uy a saxophone), scouring 
jnkshops for instruments. In 
he evenings he indulged his 
jve of jazz by playing darinct 
nd sax in a Jazz band as well 
s playing bassoon at every 
opportunity. 

After Oxford. Baines went to 
he Royal College of Music, 
/here he was awarded an open 
cholarship on the bassooa and 
tudied orchestration with Gor- 
ton Jacob. In 1935 he joined Sir 
"ho mas Bee cham's London 
’hilhamionic as bassoon and 
ontra bassoon player. 

At the outbreak of the Sec- 
ind World War there were no 
ommissioos for men of his 
.ge so, usin g slightly uncon- 
entional means of producing 
he required papers, he went to 
Swansea where he found a 
ilace as an Ordinary Seaman in 
he Merchant Navy. On his re- 
urn be received a commission 
o the Tanks Regiment and 
hen volunteered for service in 
he Middle East. 

In 1942 he was wounded in 
iction. captured and eventuai- 
y sent by train, via Italy, to a 
irisoner-of-war camp in Ger- 
nany. On this journey, he es- 
caped twice: first from the 
noving train and later, when he 
vas recaptured, from a track, 
rhe second time he was with a 
3 t>up of Sikhs who, incredibly, 
vere still in possession of their 
mives. Baines borrowed a knife 
md cut his way out of the can- 
<as truck. For six months, whilst 
in the run, he was disguised as 
in Italian shepherd and was 


only betrayed by the tins of Gold 
Flake tobacco in his pocket. It 
remained a source of pride to 
him that after this there was a 
price on his head. 

Once in the prisoner-of-war 
camp he did much for morale 
by arranging the music he could 
remember for any instruments 
there, including such unique 
combinations as banjo and dou- 
ble bass. In lime the Red Cross 
sent a more conventional con- 
signment of instruments. Am- 
ong many other works he 
arranged and conducted com- 
pletely from memory was 
Beethoven's Eroica Symphony. 

After demob in 1945 he re- 
turned to the LPO until ap- 
pointed Assistant Conductor. 
From 1950 he was Associate 
Conductor of the Internation- 
al Ballet Company up to the dis- 
bandment of the company in 
1954. U was there, in 1950, that 
he met the oboist Patricia Stam- 
mers (now known as an au- 
thority on hand-woven textiles 
and also the author of several 
books), w'ho became his wife in 
1960. His first publications, 
performing editions of early 
music, appeared at this time, to- 
gether with articles on musical 
instruments for the fifth edition 
of Grove's Dictionary (1954). 

Since the war Baines's col- 
lection of instruments . had 
grown by leaps and bounds, and 
he had a growing circle of like- 
minded friends. Together, in 
1946 they formed the Galpio 
Society, 'named (at Baines's 
suggestion) after the foremost 
British authority and collector 
up to that time. Canon Francis 
Galpin. The Galpin Society 
Journal, which Baines was to 
edit for 21 years, was the first 
ever dedicated to musical 
instruments. 

In 1955 he decided to con- 
centrate on research and writ- 
ing and left the performing 
world to become bandmaster at 
Uppingham SchooLfoliowed by 
a spell at Dean Close. Chel- 
tenham. His first full book. 
Woodwind Instruments and 
Their History, was published in 
1957. This was followed by a 
monograph. Bagpipes . on the 
Pitt Rivers Museum's collection, 
in 1960, European and Ameri- 
can Musical Instruments in 1967 
and the official catalogue of 
non-keyboard instruments in 


the collection of the Victorian 
and Albert Museum in 1968. 

Baines was appointed first 
Lecturer/Curator of the Bate 
Collection of Historical Wind 
Instruments in 1971), where he 
stayed until his retirement in 
1980. His book Brass Instru- 
ments was published in 1976 fol- 
lowed by numerous articles for 
the Ww Grove's Dictionary. 

From the time he was in the 
Army he had used his collection 
of instruments to illustrate his 
lectures; about the time of bis 
marriage he had sold most of his 
collection to Philip Bate. Now 
he had them to hand once 
more and enjoyed the use of 
them both in lectures and, the 
Bate Collection being a playing 
collection, he founded the Bate 
Band, which gave concerts of 
Haydn and Mozart on the col- 
lection's instruments. These 
were among the earliest per- 
formances of music of this pe- 
riod on original instruments. 
Those who an ended his lectures 
will not forget them, not only 
because of the content of his 
teaching and the depth of his 
learning, but also because of his 
own inimitable lecturing style 
and his endearing battles with 
modern technology. 

Baines was elected a Super- 
numerary Fellow of University 
College, Oxford, in 1975 and, on 
retirement in 1980. an Ordinary 
Fellow of the British Academy 
for services to music. 

Whatever Baines did he did 
with enthusiasm and thor- 
oughness. Recuperating after an 
accident he no trad the “weeds" 
in the garden; this grew into a 
passionate hobby and he pro- 
duced beautiful botanical note- 
books recording the wild 
flowers he saw. During the last 
four years of his life he found 
another interest; drawing and 
pastel painting. He was equal- 
ly enthusiastic in his support of 
his wife's work and interests; 
and it is his line drawings which 
illustrate her book Spinning 
Wheels, Spinners and Spinning 
(1977). Visitors to their Oxford 
home will remember the flax 
and woad grown in the garden 
which Baines helped to prepare 
for spinning and dyeing. 

On retirement Tony Baines 
continued to write. The Oxford 
Companion to Musical Instru- 
ments (1992) being his last 


Baines: c o n c ert s of Haydn and Mozart on original instruments 


book. In 1985 he was awarded 
the Cun Sachs Award of the 
American Musical Instrument 
Society's Curt Sachs Award: and 
in 1994 he was given an hon- 
orary Doctorate of Music at 
Edinburgh University. He re- 
mained characteristically unas- 
suming. On hearing of the 
dedication of the Baines Music 
Garden at the Pitt Rivers Mu- 
seum as an 80th birthday pre- 
sent (in pan a thank-you for his 
authorship of the ’museum’s 
best-seller. Bagpipes, which has 
been constantly in print since 
publication), he was thrilled. 
"But why should they do that for 
me?" 

Helene La Rue 
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Stephen Rees Jones 


Anthony Cuthbert Baines, mu- 
sician conductor, scholar of mu- 
sical instruments: bom London 
6 October 1912 : member. Lon- 
don Philharmonic Orchestra 
1935-39. 1946-49: Associate 
Conductor, International Ballet 
Co 1950-54; member, music 
staff. Uppingham School 1954- 
65; Editor. Galpin Society Jour- 
nal 1956-63. 1970-S4: member, 
music staff. Dean Close School 
1965-70: Lecturer and Curator, 
Bate Collection of Historical 
Hind Instruments. Oxford Uni- 
versity 1970-80; Fellow, Univer- 
sity College. Oxford 1974-80: 
FB.A 1980; married 1960 Patri- 
cia Stammers: died Famitam. 
Surrey 2 February 1997. 


Stephen Rees Jones trained a 
generation of paintings con- 
servators at die Courtauld In- 
stitute of Art in London. He was 
Head of the Technology De- 
partment of the institute for 25 
years, from 1951 to 1976. 

His most important legacy is 
the establishment of formal 
postgraduate training in paint- 
ings conservation which he 
achieved just before his retire- 
ment. This consolidated irre- 
versibly the transformation of a 
profession which had relied on 
traditional apprenticeships, in- 
stating academic values, a spir- 
it of learning and sclf-crithasm 
and a multidisciplinary approach 
combining elements from 
science, art history and fine arts. 

Bom in 1909,' he was edu- 
cated at Flintshire Grammar 
School, and studied Physics at 
the University College of North 
Wales at Bangor. In 1935 he be- 
came a research assistant at the 
newly created Scientific De- 
partment of the Courtauld In- 
stitute of Art where he worked 
with W.G. Constable. D.V. 
Thompson and others lading 
the foundations for technical 
studies of the arts. 

During the Second World 
War he went to work for the 
Ministry of Aircraft Production. 
He returned to the Courtauld 
Institute after the war and in 
1951 became Head of the Tech- 
nology Department. He was 
very much the looe scientist in 
an institute dedicated to an his- 
tory but he began to engender 
in the art history students an ap- 
preciation of the materia] nature 
of paintings. This was some- 
times a daunting task since 
there were few textbooks or ex- 
perts to turn to and the students 
frequently had very little 
grounding in science. 

In the main, his information 
came from the technical exam- 
ination of paintings which was 
gradually d eve loping during this 
period Microscopy, technical 
photography, emission spec- 
trography and X-radiography 
were his principal tools. Even the 
most impractical undergraduates 
received the experience of 
seeing a painting through a 
binocular microscope and came 
away acutely conscious of the 
delicacy of its surface. 

The ’methods of examina- 
tion developed at the Courtauld, 
the National Gallery and else- 
where have transformed our un- 


derstanding of paintings. Rees 
Jones undertook systematic X- 
radiography of the paintings 
that came into the department 
and in this way extended the 
scope of connoisseurship to 
otherwise invisible aspects of 

paintings. He collected a useful 
group of fakes and copies for 
study purposes and a small mu- 
seum of pigments. He built X- 
ray diffraction equipment for 
the analysis of crystalline pig- 
ments. He had to’be resource- 
ful and the accumulation of a 
body of knowledge was a slow 
process. Gradually there de- 
veloped a wider apprcciationof 

what was being achieved and in- 
terest grew. Rees Jones was then 
able to attract students to in- 
vestigate conservation prob- 
lems such as the action of 
solvents on paintings and bet- 
ter methods of fining. He built 
the fust hot-table for the wax- 
lining of canvas paintings, an 
important innovation. 

He also played a part in the 
formation of the main profes- 
sional bodies of conservation, 
the International Institute for 
Conservation of Historic and 
Artistic works (IIC) in 1950 and 
its UK group, now the UKIC. 

The value of his work became 
evident to a wider audience 
during the cleaning controversy 
of the 1960s. Renewed interest 
in the removal of discoloured 
varnish, in particular through the 
work of Ruhemann at the Na- 
tional Gallery during the 1940s 
and 1950s, led to a fierce dispute. 
Rees Jones was able to provide 
a balanced and objective view 
that was also independent of the 
National Gallery. His contribu- 
tion to the debate helped to 
dispel some of the wilder alle- 
gations and helped focus on 
the scientific issues, in particu- 
lar the potential for leaching of 
low molecular weight material 
from the paint film by the action 
of cleaning solvents. 

' All this work was carried out 
at 20 Portman Square. The 
Technology Department was 
confined to the bottom of the 
garden in the former coach- 
house and stables. There Rees 
Jones pieced together a complex 
of tiny studios and laboratories 
where his enthusasm and imag- 
ination could flourish undis- 
turbed. Training in conservation 
was at first on an ad hoc basis; 
only a few students could be tak- 
en. Eventually the course be- 


came mure secure with a small 
but requh* 1 intake. Then, in 
1 976. ft finally became a Tull 
threc-vear postgraduate diplo- 
ma course and Rees Jones was 
acknowledged with a Chair 
Emeritus. By his retirement 
the work of hit department 
had reached its highest stan- 
dard, in particular the research 
that was so much needed by the 
new profession. 

His department continues to 
flourish and Rees Jones, fol- 
lowing his retirement to Sussex, 
continued to publish arcane 
but interesting calculations, for 
instance, on the optics of paint 
films or the diffusion of mois- 
ture in wood. He was also Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry at the Royal 
Academy of Arts, an honorary 
post that involved a series of 
lectures to art students. 

Stephen Rees Jones will be 
remembered fondly by his stu- 



Roes Jones: unpredictable 

dents for his enquiring mind and 
the enthusiasm that he brought 
to his subject. He was a smiling, 
diminutive figure, unpredictable 
but never unreliable. When 
students became too tiresome 
and a discussion too involved he 
had the knack of disappearing 
through one of the many 
interconnecting doors in the 
department. No one knew ex- 
actly bow he managed to slip 
away but the message was dear 
- think out problems for your- 
self: an important lesson for 
aspiring conservators. 

Stephen Hackney 

Stephen Rees Jones, art 
consenvtionist: bom HotywcU, 
Flintshire 1 September 1909; 
married 1939 Margprct Laffirusur 
{died 1994; two sons); died 
Len a. East Sussex 17 December 
1996. 



Chico Science 


Eve Lister 


Thico Science was one of the 
uost internationally promising 
tew pop creators in Brazil, an 
ncreasingly important nation in 
erras of the global music in- 
Justry. Brazil became the 
vorid's sixth largest recorded 
nusic market last year. 

Against the background of a 
nusic scene containing many 
tick, rap and ballad performers. 
ie managed to find a formula 
vhich struck both Brazilians 
md European, American and 
lapanese “world music" con- 
aimers as original and distinctive 
if his region, and his two CD al- 
.lumsand international tours had 
>ecn extremely well received. 

Chico Science was bom Fran- 
-isco de Assis Franca in 1967 in 
die tropical north-eastern city 
rf Recife, which adjoins the 
beautiful and decaying 18th- 
rentury colonial centre Olinda. 
Hie local traditional music of 
Pernambuco State, of which 
Recife is the capital, includes 
Cast drum rhythms such as the 
f n.To, embolada. coco de roda, 
and above all maracatu. which 
animates Recife's big carnival. 
U was the incorporation of 
these into a mix of heavy rock, 
distinct punk references, and 



Science: very loud 

rap which coalesced around 
1993 into a mix that came to be 
called mangue (mangrove beat, 
after the local vegetation). 

Chico Sciences early musical 
influences were mainly black 
American - James Brown, the 
Sugar Hill Gang. Grandmaster 
Flash - who he listened to with 
his street churns in the Rio Doce 
suburb on the edge of Olinda 
in the early Eighties. By 1984 he 
had joined an informal neigh- 
bourhood street band called the 
Hip Hop Legion, then a rock 
bond called Oria Orbe. and by 
the end of the decade bad 


formed his own group. LoustaJ, 
in homage to the French adult 
comic illustrator of that name. 

In 1991, having acquired his 
stage name. Chico Science, as a 
self-proclaimed “scientist of 
sound", he brought together 
percussionists from an Afro- 
centric Olinda group named 
Lamento Negro with his rock 
colleagues and created Nacao 
Zumbi (“Nation of Zumbr), the 
group he led to fame, named 
after the leader of a 19th- 
century slave revolt. Other cul- 
tural heroes name-checked in 
the introduction to the group’s 
first album. Da Lama Ao Caos 
(“From Mud To Chaos", 1994), 
included Zapata. Sandino, the 
Black Panthers and Lara-piao, 
a 19th-century bandit from the 
Brazilian bush whose legend fea- 
tures strongly in the country folk 
literature Science incorporated 
into the musical mix. 

To accompany his music. Sci- 
ence developed a cultural the- 
ory. as his 1970s role models, 
northern singers like GOL/erto 
Gil. had done with “Tropical- 
ism". “Afrociberdelia", the 
catch phrase which summed up 
Science’s theory, became the ti- 
tle of his second album in ’""S. 


The album's sleeve notes explain 
the term, a hybrid of “Africa", 
“cybernetics", and “psyche- 
delia", as “a creative mixture of 
tribal and high tech elements" 
and “the art of mapping the col- 
lective unconscious via elec- 
tronic stimuli vettxi] automation 
and intense movement." 

In 1994. .American and Swiss 
entrepreneurs at a Brazilian 
music festival were impressed by 
Science’s performance - which 

1 recall as very energetic and very 
kmd- and a succesaul European 
and American tour followed. 
Major Brazilian popular singers 
such as Maria Bethania were be- 
ginning to use Science’s song- 
writing talents and the future 
lodged row. Had his car not been 
hit by another on the outskirts 
of Olinda last week, Science and 
his hand would have been, for 
the first lime, the star attraction 
of the Recife carnival, perched 
atop a huge trio ektrico sound 
truck, thundering through the 
streets of their home city. 

Philip Sweeney 

Francisco de Assis Franca (Chico 
Science), singer: bom Recife, 
Brazil 1967; died Olinda, Brazil 

2 February 1997. 


If ever there was a heyday for 
English musical comedy it must 
hare been when Ere Lister 
joined its ranks. She had all the 
qualities - looks, charm, 
warmth of temperament, sym- 
pathy, gentleness, a good voice 
and a pleasing manner. It was 
part of her appeal that she 
should be content not to push 
herself into the limelight but to 
occupy it when required. 

A grandmother, an aunt, an 
uncle and both parents had all 
served on the boards; and no 
sooner had young Eve come for- 
ward as a Cochran young lady 
in Noel Coward’s revue Words 
and Music at the Adelpm m 
1932 than this detightfu- crea- 
ture was evidently going lb 
sustain the Lister tradition. 

As she stood in that crowd- 
ed chorus line - the cast num- 
bered over a hundred - 
Cochran could see that his lat- 
est “young lady" need never 
play another. She had a leading 
pan in his next production. 
Music in the. -Ur (His Majesty’s). 

It was that of a simple Bavar- 
ian village girl in Jerome Kern 
and Oscar Hammerstein’s lat- 
est musical play, about the pro- 
duction of a new musical play 


in Munich, in which she vied 
with the resident prima donna. 

Did she triumph? She did 
noL But Lister s “virginal beau- 
ty and freshness" were enchant- 
ing enough to hare made her a 
star overnight The Play Picto- 
rial featured her lovely fea- 
tures on four successive pages. 

Her vanity however did not 
and nererwould extend to even 
a cuttings book After Music in 
the .Air she spent four years in 
films (including several for John 
Baxter. Birds of a Feather. Sun- 
shine Ahead, and The Giri in the 
Crowd); but at the same time be- 



Uster. principal b oy 


gan a branch of her career whidi 
was to mean a great deal to her 
- that of principal bey in pan- 
tomime. Friendly, forthright 
trustworthy, she had the “go", 
the dash - and svelte figure - to 
make a star principal boy. 

She had the precious gift of 
seeming always natural. And it 
was touchingly exemplified in 
one of the dozen odd films she 
made in the nud-1930s, George 
King’s Sweeney Todd (1935). 

As she nearly falls victim to 
the eye-rolling Todd Slaughter’s 
attempts to set her on fire. Lis- 
ter has dressed herself as a bar- 
ber’s apprentice to track down 
the cockney villain; and while 
the film creaks her acting in its 
simple-hearted ease does not. 

But the straight actress of the 
cinema rarely went straight in 
the theatre. After the wartime 
revues in Edinburgh and Glas- 
gow of that summer season 
show, Half-Past Eight, came 
tours of musical comedies like 
Sidney Moncklon’s A Country 
Giri and Happy Birthday and a 
West End show with Nervo 
and Knox and Will Hay, For 
Crying Out Loud (Stoll 1945). 

She also toured in Harold 
Purcell's musical play The Lis- 


bon Story and The Merry HW- 
ow and Bitter Sweet , and did a 
couple of West End musicals at 
the old Prince’s, now the 
Shaftesbury (The Nightingale. 
1947, and Happy as a King, 
1953) and had a long run with 
Fred Emney and Richard 
Hearne in Bute for a Boy (His 
Majesty' s, 1950) which brought 
enough acclaim for Marlene 
Dietrich as hostess at the Cafe 
de Paris to introduce her to the 
cabaret audience. 

But the show that should have 
gone to Lister's head if she had 
had that kind of head was The 
King and I (Drury Lane, 1955) 
when she took aver as Anna from 
Vfrlerie Hobson, if there was any- 
thing to be gained from the 
change of cast, one critic de- 
clared. “It was due largely to the 
performance of Miss Lister" 
with her “excellent singing voice, 
warm personality, and sense of 
humour - and of dignity". 

Adam Benedick 

Phyllis Eve Lister, actress: bom 
Brighton 12 December 1913; 
married first Hugh French feme 
sort; marriage dissolved), second 
Bernard Hunter; died London 31 
January 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

S.WGSTER; On ft February 1097. to 
Suzanne (net Taytorl and Mark, a son. 
Rory William, a brother for Lucy and 
Giwgb. 

DEATHS 

BROWN: On 7 February, Denys Down- 
ing. formerly of the foreign Office, 
and of P&O dearly loved husband of 
Patricia, dear father of Andrew and 
Iona, and loved grandfather of Felix 
and Rosamond. 

PERREN: Betty, on S February 1 197. 
frith greal courage and dignity. 
Beloved mother of Peter and Nick, 
grandmother to Hannah and 
Georgina. Funeral service to be held 
at St Mary's Church. Burnhatn-ou- 
Croucta, Essex at 10.30am on 
Wednesday |0 February. No flowers 
please, bur donations lo'dw Burnham 
Museum, c/o Co-operative Funeral 
Service. 13-15 Market HflL Maldon. 
Essex. 

STEVENS COX: Jamci. FSA. on 7 Feb- 
ruary 1997. in Guernsey, beloved 
husband of .\dclc. 
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to ibe Gazette Editor. The Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don EI4 SDL, telephoned to 8171-293 
2812 or float to 0171-293 3)10, and are 
charged at ALSO a line (VAT extra). 
OYI1LR Gi 2 cflc announc e m en ts most 
be rabahud fa writing for taxed; and 
are changed at £10 a line, VAT extra. 
They should be accompanied by a day- 
tiaw telephone number. 


Birthdays 

Admiral Sir Peter Abbott. Cotn- 
mander-m-Chief. Fleet and Com- 
mander. Njval Forces. North 
Western Europe. 55; General Sir 
John Akehursi, former Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander, Eu- 
rope. 67; General Sir John Archer, 
former Commander-in-Chief. UK 
Land Forces, 73: Professor Arnold 
Beckett, pharmacist, 77: Mr Roland 
Boves MP, 60: Mr Alec Cariile QC, 
MR 49; Miss AnneUc Crosbie. ac- 
tress. 63: Mr Howard Davies. Deputy 
Governor. Bank of England. 46; Sir 
James Dunnetl. former senior civil 
servant S3: Dr Kenneth Edwards. 
Vice-Chancellor. Leicester Univer- 
sity. 63; Mr Stephen Gibbs, former 
chairman. Turner and Newali, 77; 
Lord Greene o( Harrow Weald, for- 
mer trade union leader. 87: Mr Paul 
Hamlyn. publisher. 71: Miss Chris- 
tine Hancock. General Secretary, 
Royal College of Nursing, 54: Mr An- 
thony Howard. Obituaries Editor, die 
Tana.fA, Mr Simon MacGofcialalc, 
actor.' 45; Sir Robin Mackwonh- 
Young, Librarian Emeritus to the 
Queen, 77; Mr David MacLennan, 
ambassador to the Lebanon. 52; 
Lord Morison. a Senator of the Col- 
lege of Justice in Scotland, 66: Lord 
Moyob. former Prime Minister of 
Northern Ireland, 74; Mr John Rais- 
mati, farmer chairman. Shell UK, 68; 
Sir Richard Rougier, High Court 
judge. 65*. Mr Peter Snape MP, 55; 
The Hon Nicholas Sonnies MP, Min- 
ister oi State for the Armed Forces. 
49: Mr Peter Temple-Moms MP, 59; 
Sir Aubrey Trotman- Dickenson, for- 
mer Principal University of Whies 
College of Cardiff. 71: Mr Gundap- 
pa Visvanaih. cricketer. 48; Lord 
Wigsxter QC. 7fr, Mr Alexander WD- 
•son. librarian. 76; Mr Franco Zef- 
firelli. Opera, theatre and film 
director, 74. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Charles Dan* in, naturalist, 
1809. Deaths: Lai'/ Jane Grey, 
Queen for nine days, executed 1553: 
Lillie Langtry, actress. 1929. On this 
day: the French we re defeated by the 
English at the Bali e of the Herrings 
(Rouvray), 1429. Today is the Feast 
Day of Si Antony Kauleas, St Eihcl- 
wald or Lindisfame, St Julian the 
Hospitaller, St Ludan, St Marina or 
Pelagia and St Meietius. 

Lectures 

Institute of Economic Affairs, Lon- 
don SWI: David Siariuc, “Allocating 
Airport Slots; a role for the market?", 
4.30pm. 

Luncheons 

Ministry of Defence 
The Hon Nicholas Soames MP, Min- 
ister of Slate for the Armed Forces, 
was the host at a luncheon held yes- 
terday at .Admiralty House, London 
SWL in honour of Sheikh Hamad bin 
Isa Al-Khalifa. Crown Prince of the 
State of Bahrain and Commander- in- 
Chief of the Bahrain Defence Forces. 

Maple Leaf Club 

Ms Margaret Drabble was the guest 
of honour at a luncheon meeting of 
the Maple Leaf Club held yesterday 
at ibe Royal Over-Seas League. ST 
James’s, Lot dor SWI. Mrs Judith M. 
Steiner. Chairman of the Club, 
presided 

Dinners 

Ministry of Defence 
Mr James Aibulhnoi MP, Miniver 
of State (or I defence Procurement, 
was the bewr at a dinner held yes- 
terday at Admiralty House, London 
SWI, in honour of Sheikh Salem Al- 


Sabah, Minister for Defence of the 
State for Kuwait. 

The Speaker 

The Speaker, Miss Betty Boothroyd, 
held a dinner yesterday evening in 
Speaker's House, Loudon SWI, in 
honour of Mr P-A. Sangma. the 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha. 

Lord Mayor of Westminster 
Princess Michael of Kent was the 
guest of honour at a Gala Charity 
Dinner held yesterday evening at the 
Wallace Collection. London Wl. 
The Lord Mayor of Westminster. Mr 
Robert Davis, and the Lady May- 
oress, Miss Carole Franco, were the 
hosts. 

Foundation for Science and 
Technology 

Lord Butterworth was in the chair 
at a lecture and dinner discussion 
held by the Foundation for Science 
and Technology yesterday evening at 
the Royal Society, London SWI. 
Miss J.H. Bacon. Mr Robin Grove- 
White and Professor Sir Tom Blun- 
dell spoke on “Scientific Judgement: 
contribution to or Substitute for 
policy". 
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Decision by pensions ombudsman overruled 


Westminster City Council v 
Haywood and another; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Kennedy, 
Lord Justice Millett, Lord 
Justice S win [on Thomas) 

28 January 1997 

The Pensions Ombudsman HaH 
ictio 

complaint by a retired council 
employee over the alleged mal- 
administration of his pension 
because the relevant payments 

came from the council's sever- 
ance and compensation scheme, 
and constituted benefits for loss 
of employment through volun- 
tary redundancy, and were not 
striedy speaking part of his pen- 
aon, which came from the coun- 
cil’s superannuation scheme. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by Westmin- 
ster City Coundl against the 
decision of Mr Justice Robert 
Walker, who ruled that the 
Pensions Ombudsman bad had 
jurisdiction to hear a complaint 
against the council by Jeffrey 
Hawood, a retired employee, 
but set aside the ombudsman's 
direction that the council 
should restore Mr Haywood’s 
benefits to their former IcvcL 

Mr Haywood had been told 
that on accepting voluntary 
redundancy at the age of 50 he 
would become entitled to im- 
mediate payment of (a) a pen- 
sion of £7,376 per annum and 


LAW REPORT 
+ 

12 February 1997 


a lump sum of £22,129 by way 
of superannuation benefits; 


Lord Justice Millett said that 
under section 146 of the Pen- 


(b) statutory redundancy of sions Scheme Act 1993 the 
£11,544: and (c) a lump sum of ombudsman had jurisdiction to 


per annum as compensation 
under the council's severance 
and compensation scheme. 

'fen months after retiring, 
Mr Haywood was informed by 
letter that the council had been 
advised that its severance and 

S nsation scheme was un- 
in a number of respects 
(because it exceeded statutory 
limits on such payments) and 
that his “gross pension" would 
be reduced by approximately 
£158 per month. The reduction 

came exclusively out of his com- 
pensation annuity payments . 

The ombudsman, upholding 
Mr Haywood’s complaint, 
found be had suffered injustice, 
in consequence of the council's 
ma l a dministration, mns famg in 
the reduction of his compen- 
sation payments. The om- 
budsman ordered the council 
to restore the payments to 
their former level. 

Elizabeth Slade QC and Charles 
Bear /Westminster City Solicuar) far 
rhe council; .Andrew Arden QC and 
Jonathan Manning (PaisnerdL Co) for 
die ombudsman. 


complaint made by an “autho- 
rised complainant", being a 
person who was or had been 
“in pensionable service" under 
an occupational pensions 
scheme, who alleged that he 
had sustained injustice in con- 
sequence of maladministra- 
tion in connection with any act 
or omission of the trustees or 
managers of administrators of 
the scheme. 

Mr Haywood had been “in 
pensionable service" (as de- 
fined by section 70 of the Act) 
under the council’s superan- 
nuation scheme. But he had not 
been "in pensionable service" 
under its severance and com- 
pensation scheme. He was not 
therefore an “authorised com- 
plainant" under that scheme 
considered on its own. 

The judge held that the 
words “scheme" and “arrange- 
ment" in the definition of “oc- 
cupational pensions scheme" in 
section l were of the widest 
scope and that the council's 
severance and compensation 
scheme and its superannuation 


scheme, though differently 
funded, should be regarded as 
forming a single scheme or 
arrangement. 

HrsJLx>rdship disagreed. The 
two schemes had been oijgjnalJy 
established as distinct schemes, 
at different times, under dif- 


to different statutory regimes, 
for different purposes, and had 
always been separately funded. 
That the two monthly pay- 
ments were paid together and 
charged in the first instance to 
the council's payroll wa&pure- 
ly a matter of administrative 
convenience. They were sepa- 
rately calculated and must have 
been separately accounted for 
in the council’s books. 

It followed that the om- 
budsman had no jurisdiction to 
hear a complaint about the ad- 
ministration of the severance 
and compensation scheme. 

Even if the ombudsman had 
had jurisdiction, he should 
not have directed the council 
to restore the monthly pay- 
ments to their origins f level. 
While the reduction in the 
monthly payments to the max- 
imum the council could law- 
fully pay undoubtedly caused 
Mr Haywood loss, it could 
not be said to constitute 
maladministration. 

rani Magraih, Barrister 
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Unilever sells £5bn chemical division 


Disposal of interests will wipe out 
£1.7bn debt and provide war chest 

Nigel Cope 


Niall FitzGerald. the new chair- 
man of Unilever, signalled a 
new era for the sprawling con- 
sumer goods conglomerate yes- 
terday with a surprise decision 
to put its speciality chemicals 
division up for sale in a move 
that could raise £5bn. 

The proceeds will wipe out 
Unilever's £1.7bn of debts and 
leave Mr FitzGerald with a 
huge war chest as he seeks to 
redefine Unilever as a more 
focused fast-moving consumer 
goods company similar to rivals 
Nestle. Procter & Gamble and 
Campbell's. 

Mr FitzGerald, who took 
over as chairman in September, 
said the decision was part of a 
plan to "de-clutter'' the 
Unilever portfolio and con- 
centrate on key brands which in- 
clude Persil detergents. Flora 
margarine and ice-creams such 
as the Magnum and Solera 

Though the chemicals divi- 
sion is highly profitable, Mr 
FitzGerald said that 16 per 
cent of the business was “un- 
derperforming'’ and that dis- 
posals in I he foods division 
would follow. 

Unilever's shares put on 
78.5p to £14.71p as City analysts 
welcomed the shake-up. Shares 
in Reckitt & Colman and Cad- 
bury Schweppes also rose as in- 
dustry experts said a deal in 
Europe or North America was 
most likely. 

As analysts pondered a pos- 
sible re-rating of Unilever's 
shares, they said the bold move 
represented a re-invention of a 
company which in the past has 
been criticised for being cum- 
bersome and bureaucratic. 

“What we are looking at is a 


fundamental re-evaluation of 
Unilever' s business," one ana- 
lyst said. “They are not selling 
the crown jewels, they are say- 
ing let's define ourselves not by 
our history but by what we are 
good aL” 

Announcing the sell-off plan 
Mr FitzGerald said: “This in- 
tention is a clear demonstratioD 
of our commitment to focus our 
attention on the fast-moving 
consumer product and service 
category and related businesses 
in which we excel and in which 
we are determined to lead the 
world." 

He said the decision to exit 
speciality chemicals bad not 
been easy. “It's a strategic de- 
cision to do with where we 
want to be in the future. We 
either had to double the size of 
the [speciality chemicals] busi- 
ness or get out." 

Mr FitzGerald said a trade 
sale was more likely than a flota- 
tion. Though he did not rule out 
returning cash to shareholders 
he expressed more interest in 
developing Unilever’s interests 
in emerging markets such as 
China, South-east Asia, south 
Latin America and eastern Eu- 
rope where Unilever is enjoy- 
ing rapid growth. 

The businesses up for sale 
have combined turnover of 
£3bn and staff of 15.800 in 35 
countries. Last year they 
recorded combined profits of 
£4 15m. The highest price tags 
are likely to be attached to the 
National Starch and Chemical 
Company, which produces in- 
dustrial adhesives, resins and 
speciality starches, and Quest 
InternationaL a leading fra- 
grances company with interests 
in food flavour and ingredients. 

Analysts said the sale of these 



The Big Unilever Shake-up 
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What's for sale 


National Starch and Chemical 
Company: a world wide producer 
of industrial a dh astew , resins and 
speciality chemicals and speciality 
starches. 

Quest International: leaefing 
companies in fragrances as we9 
as food flavour and Ingredients, 
Unicberna international: leader to 
speciality oteochemicals and 
nickel catalysts. 

Crosflekfc an international 
producer of inorganic chemicals 
based upon sica and alumina 


Combined sales: £3bn 

Esld value: £5 bn 

Staff: 15,808 


two “collectors’ items'* was 
likely to spark an auction. Pos- 
sible buyers for National Starch 
include' Heackel, du Pont and 
Associated British Foods. Com- 
panies such as IFF and Roche 


would be interested in Quest 
Abo up for sale is Utuchema In- 
ternational, an ofl and fats busi- 
ness that makes ingredients for 
soaps, skincare products and 
shampoos, and Crosfield, a pro- 


ducer of inorganic chemicals for 
use in the petroleum and plas- 
tics industries. 

The shake-up came as Mr 
FitzGerald announced a 15 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits to 


£2.6bn for the year to the end 
of 1996. The figures were 
dented by £325m of exceptional 
items of which £100m related to 
the integration of the Helene 
Curtis hair care division and 


the Diversey industrial cleaning 
products business. 


Group sales were up 6 per 
div- 


cent at £335bn. The final 
idend was 32.05p- 

Comment, page 17 


MMC referral 
deals blow to 
Sears’ ambition 


Nigel Cope 


Sears' restructuring plans ran 
into fresh problems yesterday 
when the Government said it 
would be referring Liulewoods' 
proposed acquisition of the 
Freemans mail order business 
to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. 

The referral of the £395 m 
deal is a severe blow to Liam 
Strong, the beleaguered Sears 
chief executive, who had hoped 
to use the proceeds from the 
sale to return up to £4l0ra to 



Beleaguered: Liam Strong 
under renewed pressure 


shareholders. The MMC is due 
lo report on the deal by 9 June 
causing a delay in Sears’ plans 
for a special dividend. 

Mr Strong had asked Sears' 
increasingly frustrated investors 
to give him until the summer to 
show the group was turning the 
corner. 

Sears said it remained com- 
mitted to the disposal of Free- 
mans to Lilllewoods. However, 
the MMC's decision means the 
contract for the sole signed last 
month will lapse. 


The deal's referral surprised 
the City because Sears had said 
in January that the Office of Fhir 
Trading had indicated that the 
Secretary of State did not intend 
to refer the acquisition. 

As Sears shares fell 2p to 
83 -5p one analyst said: “It is fur- 
ther evidence of Sears' ability to 
attract bad luck. Sears is un- 
derstood to have bad legal ad- 
vice which indicated that there 
would not be a problem." 

Though analysts said they 
felr the MMC was unlikely to 
block the deal, the delayed sale 
could place further strains on 
Sears' cash flow. 

If the deal is blocked it would 
force the company to seek an 
alternative buyer for Freemans, 
possibly at a lower price. 

A combined Freemans- 
Liulewoods mail order business 
would have more than 25 per 
cent of the UK mail order 
market. However, the Govern- 
ment's statement refers specif- 
ically to the combined group's 
dominance of the agency part 
of the sector, where cash is 
collected eveiy week by the 
company’s army of agents. 

Sears and Little woods are 
likely to argue that the mail 
order sector also includes direct 
catalogue groups such as a 
Next Directory, Racing Green 
and N Brown. 

Mark Josephson of Panmure 
Gordon said the two companies 
could also argue that the mail 
order market transcends 
national boundaries and should 
be regarded as a pan- European 

industry. 

Nick Bubb of Mees Pierson 
also expressed surprise at the 
decision. “It’s not their [Sears’] 
fault but it must put a bit more 
pressure on the management." 


Davies softens stance over rates increase 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The deputy governor of die 
Bank of England yesterday re- 


pealed its call for an increase in 
interest rates. But. in a speech 
just ahead of the publication of 
its quarterly Inflation Report to- 
day, Howard Davies struck a no- 
ticeably softer note than any 
recent comment from the Bank. 

Mr Davies echoed recent 
statements that a rise in inter- 
est rates would be desirable. 
“We are not entirely persuad- 


ed that on current interest rates 
we are on track to meet the 
Governments inflation target of 
2.5 per cent over the next two 
yeaft. which is the remit we have 
been given," he said. 

However, he added: “I 
should say the rise in rates we 
think necessary to meet the tar- 
get is modest. We have been 
talking about a quarter per 
cent in the short term, with per- 
haps a little more later in the 
year." 

The economy's recovery had 
been steadier and with lower in- 


flation than was typical, he 
said. The gap between the Bank 
and the Chancellor on interest 
rates was small. “We are talk- 
ing about differences of a quar- 
ter of a per cent ” 

In a speech to a Housing Cor- 
poration conference, Mr Davies 
warned that the Bank remained 
on the alert for any signs of a 
housing boom. A continuing 
“robust rise" would be a mat- 
ter for concern, although he 
added that house prices re- 
mained low relative to earnings, 
and could rise a little while re- 


maining consistent., with- the 
Government's inflation target. 
“What we need to watch 


carefully, though, is any agn that 
the price acceleration is taking 
us into the kind of heady terri- 
tory we explored in the late 
1980s which, in retrospect, we 
know to have been an experi- 
ence which was bound to end in 
tears and did," Mr Davies said. 

He also predicted that the pri- 
vate sector would not be able to 
meet all of the extra demand fin- 
housing in the next 20 years. 
Planned cuts in public expen- 


..diture meant the short-term 
. prospects for social housing 
were not bright. Housebuilding 
by housing associations was 
forecast to decline. 

But referring to Department 
of Environment predictions 
that the number of households 
would increase by 4.4 million 
during the next two decades, 
mainly in the form of one-per- 
son units, he argued that the 
housing market would need to 
become more flexible, with a 
greater variety of types of 
tenure and sources of funding. 


Sumitomo bid rumours 
surround Lehman Bros 


David Usbome 

New York 


The future of Lehman Broth- 
ers. the American investment 
bank with a significant presence 
in London, is again under the 
microscope amid a swirl of 
rumours that it could be the sub- 
ject of a buyout bid by Japan's 
Sumitomo Bank. 

Lehman, which does not have 
a large securities retail network 
following its separation from 
Shearson in 1990. is one among 
several US financial houses be- 
ing viewed as likely players in a 
new -wave of consolidation on 
Wall Street in the wake of the 
Morgan Stanley-Dean Witter 
merger of last week. 

Sources inside the bank yes- 
terday said they had no knowl- 
edge of an approach by 
Sumitomo. “I have been hear- 
ing a lot about Hong Kong 
Shanghai and the really hot one 
for a while was Bankers Trust." 
one insider remarked “If it were 
Sumitomo, l would be really 
surprised." 

There is a consensus that 


Lehman, which has seen its 
stock value double since it was 
spun off by American Express 
in 1992, is an attractive target 
for firms, including banks, seek- 
ing new partners. Banks have 
bad the path cleared toward the 
purchase of investment firms by 
the recent easing of the 19 33 
Glass-Steagall Act which placed 
barriers between them and 
brokerages. 


Other possible targets regu- 
ited include" 


lariy died indude Bear Stearns, 
the Prudential Securities divi- 
sion of Prudential Insurance Co, 
Fame Webber and regional US 
firms like A G Edwards and 
Alex Brown of Baltimore. 

If Lehman is anxious to re- 
main independent however, it 
could equally attempt to move 
first in an acquisition of its own. 
A search for a partner with a' 
strong securities retail capa- 
bility could lead it to Paine 
Webber. 

Paine Wcbbber shares were 
driven up last week by rumours 
that it, and not Dean Witter, 
would be the target of Morgan 
Stanley’s appetite. 


Expectations of further 
consolidations were fuelled by 
sharp rises in the shares of marry 
Wall Street firms immediately 
after the Morgan Stanley-Dean 
Witter announcement 

However, Scott Pardee, a 
senior adviser with Yamiachi 
International, voiced doubts 
yesterday that foreign banks, 
including Sumitomo, could eas- 
ily overcome regulatory con- 
cerns in Washington. 

*T think this is going to be US 
banks looking at each other,” 
be said. “Cross-border and 
cross -industry acquisitions 
could quickly run into ques- 
tions with the regulators and 1 
think it would be very difficult." 

Ironically, the history of 
Lehman Brothers, and in par- 
ticular its unhappy pairing with 
Shearson in the 1980s, offers 
one cautionary tale about tire 
limits of coupling traditional in- 
vestment banking services with 
a strong retail capacity. Shear- 
son was meant to provide 
Lehman with a strong retail 
dimension, but the two firms 
never firmly melded. 


BP ‘self-help’ yields 
record £2.6bn profit 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


British Petroleum yesterday 
attributed a 30 per cent in- 
crease in its underlying annual 
profits to a record £2.6bn to the 
group’s so-called “self-help” 
drive to cut costs, rather than the 
unexpected surge in oil prices. 

However the results filed to 
grab the enthusiasm of in- 
vestors, who had expected a 
stronger increase in the dividend 
payout in the last three months 
of 1996. The dividend rose by 
OJSp to 5225p compared with 
the previous quarter. 

BP shares were marked down 
sharply, ending 27p lower at 
694p. Its annual dividend in- 
creased by 28 percent to 19 .5p, 
reflecting the longer-term re- 
covery in the ofl giant’s fortunes. 

John Browne, chief executive, 
said BP had achieved efficiency 
savings and productivity gain's 
worth $60Gm (£375m) in just L2 
months. The improvement 
meant the group had more 
than exceeded its internal tar- 
gets in the push to reduce costs 
by Sl3bn over three years. 


Mr Browne said two-thirds of 
BP's profits rise last year had 
been achieved through these 
cost savings, with the remaining 
third from the boost to oil 
prices. 

Last autumn the price of 
Brent crude briefly went 
through the $25 barrier for the 
first time since the 1990 Golf 
war. In the last quarter of 1996 
BP’s average oil selling price 
was $23.1, up from $37 during 
the same period in 1995. 

However, Sir David Simon, 
BP chairman, was quick to 
dampen speculation of another 
“30 per cent year" in 1997. He 
said: “The board foHy recognises 
you can’t continue to grow at 
those sort of levels ... the board 
doesn't expect that to be re- 
peated every year." 

The oil price boost helped 
profits from ofl exploration to 
rise by 41 per cent to £814m in 
the last quarter of last year. 
Quarterly earnings from re- 
fining and marketing improved 
sligbUy to £163m, as profir 
margins recovered following 
last year’s petrol price wars. 

Investment column, [mg» j9 




Southwest 


fined over 
cancelled 


services 


Iffichad Harrison 





Stagecoach, the bus and rail 
operator, is to be fined over the 
train crew shortages that have 
forced its South West Trains 
division to cancel commuter 
services into London’s Water- 
loo station. . . 

A spokesman for the Fran- 
chising Director. John O’Brien, 
said yesterday that financial 
ties would be levied on 
ith West Trains under the 
performance regime agreed 
when it was awarded the seven- 
year franchise a year ago. 

The cancefladoos are a severe 
embarrassment for 
which took over the 
promising an improved service, 
better trains and raordfc cus- 
tomer information. 

The company, headed by 
Brian Souter, has servednottoe 
that it intends to expand ag- 
gressively from the bus indus- 
try into trains. But in recent 
days it has lost out in the 
bidding for two high-profile 
franchises - the West Coast 
Mainline and ScotRafl. 

South West Hams commer- 
cial director, Peter Cotton, is to 
be quizzed about the cancel- 
lations at a meeting with a rail 
users' committee tomorrow 
evening. A spokeswoman for 
the London Regional Passen- 
gers Committee said: “We are 
concerned about what is. hap- 
pening and so are our passen- 
gers. We have had an influx of 
complaints and want to hear 
some answers.” 

The root cause of the prob- 
lem is a redundancy pro- 
gramme introduced last month 
which resulted in 70 of South 
West Trains- 750 drivers taking 
voluntary severance. A spokes- 
woman insis ted that although 
the company still , had . more 
drivers than it needed, it had 
bom. forced tq cancel services 
because a number of train crows 
had 6een sent on retraining 
courses to cope with new rout es 
and rostering arrangements. 

South West Trains is one of 
the busiest commuter railways 
in Europe, operating services 
between London, Southamp- 
ton, Weymouth and Exeter as 
well as suburban services to the 
west and south of London. It 
transports 31X1,000 passengers 
a day. Among the trains that 
have been cancelled are- main- 
line services to Reading and 
peak-time commuter services. 

The spokeswoman said that 
it had only cancelled an aver- 
age of 14 sendees out of the 
1,500 it runs every weekday but 
she conceded that most of 
these were at peak times, and 
that it was causing inconven- 
ience to passengers. 

“We are not complacent 
about the cancellations jind we 
are working hard with Asief, the 
train drivers’ union, to rectify 
the problems,” she added- .' 

Stagecoach was awardedtae 
franchise in February last.yeSr 
after agreeing to operate -the 
service with a subsidy felting 1 
from £54. 7m in the first year to 
£40. 3m in year seven. /This 
compares with the £83.4m sub- 
sidy British Rail was budgeted 
to receive in 1995-96. 

The Office of PasseqgerRail 
Franchising said that it. had 
been in contact with ..Saudi 
West Trains and had made tr 
plain that it expected tbeprob- 
ems to be rectified as a mat- 
ter of urgency. “It is not our job 
to run their business but.we do 
have unlimited powers to pe- 
nalise rail operators who.fafl to 
deliver,” a spokesman adited. 

Under the performance 
regime, Opraf can penalise 
operators on a monthly basis if 
they fail tomeet agreed service 
levels. The system is weighted 
so that penalties are higher if 
trains are cancelled at, peak 
times. ■ '. 
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German borrowing 
fears boost sterling 
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The pound rose by more lhau 
three pfennigs against the mar k 
yesterday, as the markets 
reacted to rumours that 
German borrowing will be 
much higher than the 2.9 per 
cent of GDP that the gov- 
ernment is predicting, writes 
\vette Coop«T. 

qosing at DM 17458. ster- 
ling is at its highest level against 
the mark since late 1992 and just 
below the DM2.78 level at 
which the pound left the ex- 
C ratc mec hanism. 

traders have taken several 
days to respond fully to the 
abysmal German unemploy- 


ment figures release^ las 1 
Thursday. Although analysts 
were quick to sound the alarm 
when unemployment satisfies 
proved higher than etpeewd 
week, the markets ua-,rifll 
adjusting to the hfea.tfa&arc 
German economy is, -even 
weaker than it had preufotety 
thought. . 

Rumours yesterday tha|eGer~ 
man officials were revis$g QPr 
wards their predictions for. 
government bOTrowingiBlMg" 1 
the mark down in 
pound were denied ' 
Finance Ministry- > 
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FitzGerald’s flotilla plots a hazardous course 


*ff Unilever does 
rhanage to reorient 
itself away from tired 
oid, slow-growth 
Europe to the dynamic 
developing economies, 
. we will see the 
emergence of a quite 
different sort of 
company* 


^paB FitzGerald, Unilever's recently ap- 
! -^point ed c h ai nn an, likes to depict his 
! owipany not as thegtantoO tanker its often 
described as - difficult to turn - bat ralher 
as a flotilla of nimble frigates all sailing in 
the same direction witij a consistent set of 
battle orders. For the time being that anal- 
ogy - intended to convev the impression of 
a hard-hitting feat, flenble emrepre- 
neunai machme — may owe more to wish- 
ful thinking than reality. As the world's 
second largest consumer products com- 
pany, Unilever is always going to find it bard 
to deliver anything other than pedestrian. 


i - — “' w “b v ftiv/mu. 

But thaf s nol^ for lack of ttying, and cer- 
tainly Unilever seems at the moment to be 
makin g all the right noises. The flotilla is 
being firmly set on a course away from the 
stodgy, low-growth economies of Europe 
and the US and towards the double-digii 

muth -* i. .T_ ' 


Furtbermore a quite substantial part of the 
flotffla, ajedality chemicals, is to be sepa- 
rated and sokL In itself, there's nothing par- 
ticnlarly new in this; Unilever has been 
weedin g out and selling off jpooriy per- 

thera^ lOyears amoimnoG^Kaf sa!«J 
Tne point about Unilever’s chemical 
busmesses, however, is they are not poorly 
performing. In feet they are very much in 
demand among those at the am mg et i gr 
of consolidation in these industr i e s , These 


for some 10 per cent of total group sales, 
worth perhaps upwards of £5bn. Mr 
FitzGerald's phone has barely stopped 
ringing since the “for sale” sign was hoisted 
yesterday morning. This is therefore quite 
a departure from the run-of-the-mill, 
ongoing disposal programme. 

So what’s thc point of il? Unilever was 

; feced with a choice. To leave these businesses 

atone would merely have been to watch their 
value erode. Unilever either had to commit 
very substantial extra investment to make 
them bigger, or it had to sell. Given that 
some of the businesses were finding they 
were disadvantaged by the Unilever imk 
(Unilever competitors don't on the whole 
like dealing with Unilever companies), Mr 
FitzGerald has opted for the latter. 

All voy logkal but the strategy is not with- 


Ap vejy logical but the strategy is not with- 
out its risks. The difficulty is going to be in 
fin d ing a replacement for these businesses 
which is as high-margin. Like many big com- 
panies these days, Mr FitzGerald believes 
the answers lie in the e me rg ing markets of 
the Far East, Latin America, India and 
China. Today these markets account for less 
than 30 per cent of group sales. He aims to 
push that above SO per cent over the next 
10 years. Thai in itself would seem to rule 
out a big consumer products acquisition in 
the developed world. 

Bui how else other than through acquisi- 
tion can Unilever usefully apply all that 
money? Investing inorganic growth, even in 
emerging markets, is a path fraught with dif- 


ficulties and pitfalls. But let’s give Mr FitzGer- 
ald the benefit of the doubt. If Unilever docs 
manage to reorient itself away from tired nki. 
slow -growth Europe to the dynamic devel- 
oping economies, we will see the emergence 
of a quite different son of company - one 
which really does justify 1 the desorption off a 
flotilla of fast moving frq ptcs. 

Trouble in store for 
rail franchises 


I tne sale of the last remaining passenger tram 

! franchise, thc Cist one it disposed of was run- 
ning into a spot of bother with its regulator. 
It is hard, however, to avoid the suspicion 
that the indecent haste with which thc 25 
franchises hove been sold off is siuring up 
trouble. Last week wc had the spectacle of 
no less than four franchises being knocked 
out in one day. Anyone would think there 
was an election on the way. 

To describe the franchising process as a 
“sale" is actually misleading. In thc majority 
of cases the only cash that has changed hands 
has flowed in the direction of the successful 
biddere, who won the franchises on the hast* 
of how littk subsidy they would accept. Hiis 
appears to have been Stagecoach's undoing 
when it ran thc slide ruk over South West 
Trains. Its bid was indeed impressive -under- 
cutting (he BR subsidy by £39m. 


Once in the driver’s scat it found *bat in 
order u> make a decent private sector return 
on a declining level of puMksubsidi it would 
have to employ fewer drivers on more flex- 
ible term^ This it has succeeded in doing but 
only at a cost of cancelling services and 
thereby incurring financial penalties. 

in situations lie these the first instinct of 
iln; Stagecoach chairman, Brian Souicr, 
might be to look for a head and then watch 
it roll. Unfortunately the obvious candidate 
has already gone. Peter Field, who used to 
run South West Trams, was thrown off the 
footplate last year and replaced hy Brian 
Cox, a long-time Souter lieutenant who 
makes even bis boss look hke a pussycat. 
This looks like making an interesting lust of 
Mr Souter ‘s management machismo. 

Watch Kohl fight 
for EMU 

I f Germany can't meet thc Maastricht 
criteria in time. aH bets arc off. The chances 
of Helmut Kohl persuading the German pub- 
lic to plump for the euro on the back of a fig- 
ure-fudge are >t»m And European monetary 
union without Germany is inamceivuhic. 

But the possibility of EMU going ahead 
at all recedes if the timetable crumbles. 
Without the credible excuse ol a looming 
deadline, plenty of Eumjvao politicians will 
find it hard to persuade their voters to swal- 
low the horrid medicine that a successful cur- 


j rency union demands. All in all then, thc 
| growing opinion lhai Germany can't squeeze 
, jis economy into the Maastricht corset on 
i schedule should cast serious doubt on the 
prospect that our pockets will jingle with 
■ euros in the early years of the next century. 

The abysmal German unemployment fig- 
; ures announced last week were only the start 
; of iL This week the markets picked up on 
' rumours in the British media that German 
: officials were revising their deficit forecasts 
upwards - to 35 per cent of GDP mther than 
the current projection of 2.9 per cent - to 
cope with extra spending on unemployment 
benefit. 

But hang on a minute. Is this really cred- 
ible? TTie German and Freneh governments 
are as aware as anyone that if (he timetable 
K missed the entire project starts to flake. 
The German government will do absolutely 
everything it can to meet the timetable. 
Watch this space for a supplementary bud- 
get later in the year if the public finances 
deteriorate too far. 

Not that a budget nip and tuck here and 
there will he easy. Fiscal lightening while 
unemployment is so high could be extremely 
bad for the economy, and deeply unpopu- 
lar with the German public, not to mention 
thc npposrtRm-dominatcd Bundcsrat, which 
would have a veto on new legislation. Even 
so. it is too soon to close the curtains on 
EMU. Never underestimate what Chancel- 
lor Kohl and his colleagues are prepared to 
do n> sec the European project through. 


Government zeros 
inon£lbnbill 
for millennium 


Anglo-American consortium buys Devonport Royal Naval Dockyard for £40m 


Orris Gkxfsnurk 

Business Correspondent 

The next government will have 
to spend at least flbn, equiva- 
lent to haff-a-penny on income 
tax, updating dvil s«vice com- 
puter systems to cope with the 
milfo il rmnn dare change prob- 
lem, a minister warned yester- 
day. ■ • ■ 

The surprise es timat e 
emerged as the taskforce group 
set up by the DTI to rase 
awareness of the date change 
crisis admitted that most lead- 
ing companies had so far failed 
tog&tto gri pST^tfaejfoSMffim, 
despite anal arming nseintjte 
- cost off recruiting highly-trained 

stiff- 

Most computer systems, 
along with many of the micro- 
chips built into industrial mid 
household appliances, cannot 
cope with the dates after 2000 
because they were only bnilt to 
recognise the last two digits of 
each-year. Retailers' systems are 
already rejecringprodncts with 
sell-by dates after the millen- 
nium because they think they 
are almost 100 years old. 

Ian Tfylor.Scienos and Tech- 
nology Minister, pledged that 
the civil service would have 
solved, its miDenmuzn problem 

In Brief 


by the end of next year, the last 
(fete which industry experts be- 
lieve will give organisations 
enough time to test new sys- 
tems. However he predicted 
central government and the 
various agencies wfoch pay ben- 
efits and levy taxes would need 
to spend at least flbn. He also 
said he doubted the DTTs cur- 
rent estimate of£3m to salve its 
internal date change difficulties. 

Li the private sector senior 
consultants are able to com- 
mand pay of up to £2,000 a day 

to manage lY gnpier fniTlwinnun 

computing projects. Jim Tbck- 
er, wbo advfces the privatised 
- utihries on .the issue, said sev- 
eaalfirins in die industry had afo 
reaefy stopped taking on new 
work. He explained: “The peo- 
ple shortage is getting critical 
Companies most at-risk are 
those who haven’t realised it is 
at such a critical stage. They will 
find even middle-ranking con- 
sultants charging £LOOO a day.” 

Stories of consultants stolen 
m a safeiy-bidding frenzy have 
became frequent The Post Of- 
fice yesterday confirmed that Dr 
Nick Fitzhugh, its director in 
charge of the miTlennhnn pro- 
ject, had recently left to join the 
cotsnltancy arm (rf accountants 
Ernst & Young. Dr Fitzhugh 


was unavailable for comment 

flcesaidte hacUjeen replaced. 

Robin Guenier, head oTIask- 
force 2000, savaged the plans of 
leading companies at a news 
conference yesterday, describ- 
ing their efforts so far as “totally 
inadequate". One serious con- 
cern is that even if comjjanies 
sort out their own date change 
problems, they may end up su- 
mg suppliers vriio are not so weD 
prepared. Hundreds of internal 
computer programmes may 
need to be altered in big or- 
ganisations. 

1 ■ Mr Guexuer went am “It’s 
afready too fete toexpect a total 
solution. It is no longer possi- 
ble. But the alternative if we 
don't do this right is the 
prospect of serious economic, 
social and political difficulties 
in 2000 and beyond.” 

. However, research commis- 
sioned by Thskforce 2000 last 
November showed just 28 per 
cent of senior managers were 
folly aware of the problem, 
only a small rise from tne 15 per 
cent figure in a previous survey 
in March. 

'Worse still, just 9 per cent of 
organisations had completed 
an audit to assess bow much 
work needed doing. 







-ST"*""' 


An Angto-American consortium of engineering 
and services companies has agreed to buy 
.the Devonport Royal Naval Dockyard in 
Plymouth (above) from the Government for 
£40j3m in cash. 

The consortium includes B1CC, WJer Group 




and Halliburton of the US. The trio already 
owns the Devonport Management Partnership, 
which will continue to provide nuclear 
refuelling and refitting for Trident and other 
nuclear submarines into the next century, the 
Ministry of Defence said. 


Some 4,500 people work at the dockyard 
and consultations with trade unions have been 
completed. The MoD sold the other main naval 
support base, Rosyth, to Babcock last year. 

The engineering union, the AEEU, welcomed 
the sale. Photograph: Apex 


• T%tee AitirarAndersaa partnexs were yesterday called in as 
administrators to Virtuality Group, the first company to bring 
virtual reality technology to the stock market. Virtuality’s shares 
were suspended at 68.5p fast week pending clarification of its 
finAnrial position. The adm iuk ti ato rs said they intended to re- 
structure the company and focus on its core business of head- 
sets, which recently wona SI Om (ffim) contract with Philips. David 
Duggms, one' of the administrators, said: “The headsets, which 
are compatible with personal computers and le ading games con- 
soles; have a potentially enormous market, tiros generating sub- 
stantial royalty streams in the future." 

• Hopes of a counter^hid emerging for Gjde Petroleum evaporated 
as predator Gulf Canada raised its stake in the oil exploration and 
production firm to about27 per cent- Gulfs buying activityccanes 
after recent steep falls in chide ofl prices, which may have driven 
investors into the arms of the bidder.. Market Report, page 18 

• Scottish Amicable said yesterday in a letter to policyholders 


Strong sterling casts 
shadow over Reuters 


Conversion of Woolwich 
wins 95% backing 


National and the Prudential, the two which have g one p n bhc on 
iheir offers. The mutual insurer said it would seek formal offers 
from all interested suitors and would take independent finan c ia l 
advice during the selection process. The objective was to max- 
imise financial benefits for with-profits policyholders, **takmg into 
account both short term and long-term returns." 

• Allie d Irish Banks denied market speculation that it was in- 

teitsted in acquiringtiie US banking groi^ Riggs Na^iaLAIFs 

results for the year to December exceeded analyst^ experfa- 
tions and the bank said a strong performmoe m aU foviaoxe 


the shares 2p lower. 


•The cable industry willbe makmg proSs .as the City under- 
stands them" by the year 2000, Stephen Efewrisro, ctam jf 
the Cable Communications Association, told MPS 011 


Magnus Granond 

Reuters, fee electronic financial 
information group, saw profit 
forecasts sharply downgraded 
after warning that the pound’s 
strength could severely restrict 
growth prospects. The shares, 
which mt a high above SOOpin 
October, slid below 600p at one 
stage yesterday, before settling 
lfodown at 626p. 

The group calculated that ex- 
change rates ruling at the end 
of last year would have sliced 
£230m off sales and around 
£100m from operating profits 
had they prevailed throughout 
1996. Sterling strengthened by 
19 per cent against the German 
mark and by 93 per cent against 
the dollar fest year. 

Peter Job, chief executive, 
end- ‘Tf sterling's strength con- 
tinues, it will severely restrict 
prospects for reported revenue 
and gaming s growth in 1997." 
He also warned that moves to of- 
fer attractive prices to encour- 
age eristic customers to switch 


to Reuters’ new 3000 range of in- 
formation terminals would be a 
dragon revenue growth this year. 
^TttswiD make il dftBcuJt for the 
group to better the underlying 
revenue growth rate achieved in 
1996," he said. 

Loma TObian, media analyst 
at Panmure Gordon, said the 
impact of the strong pound 
had prompted her to cut her 
current - ye ar profit forecast 
from £7T9m to between £71 0m 
and £720m and the 1998 pre- 
diction from £915m to £780m. 
But she stressed that the cur- 
rency problems could easily re- 
verse. Stripping that out, the 
group was essentially saying it 
would match last year’s under- 
lying sales growth of 8 per cent. 

The downgrades came de- 
spite the announcement of a 17 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to £70 lm for the 12 months to 
December, in line with expec- 
tations. The total dividend is be- 
ing raised a fifth to lL75p, after 
a final of 9p, and Mr Job said 
the strength of the group’s un- 


derlying business meant 
Reuters should be able to main- 
tain double-digit dividend 
growth this year. 

However, the group was silent 
on any further plans to pay 
back to shareholders some of its 
surplus cash, which rose anoth- 
er £200m lo £1 -05bn in the year. 
Last October, proposals to hand 
back £6 13m through the creation 
of an innovative special dividend 
share were scuppered by thc 
Chancellor. Kenneth Clarke, 
on the eve of their being given 
approval by shareholders, when 
he ended certain special tax 
benefits for institutions. 

The group said it would lobby 
for changes to bring thc UK 
more into line with the greater 
flexibility on capital changes 
allowed in the US. But Robert 
Rowley, finance director, said: 
“We don’t think our share- 
holders would want us to be in 
the vanguard ofthepackat the 
moment We arc watching to see 
what others do." 

Investment Column, page 19 


Nic Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 

Members of the Woolwich yes- 
terday overwhelmingly backed 
the building society's 'plans to 
convert to a bank at a special 
general meeting. 

At least 1.000 Woolwich 
savers and borrowers at tended 
the meeting, called to decide on 
the society's plans, which will 
lead to some 2.6 million mem- 
bers receiving free shares worth 
at least £850 each. Thc number 
of votes in favour of conversion 


amounted to 95 per cent. 
Although thc baflot had already 

been decided by the vast num- 
ber of proxy votes cast in favour 
of the Woohvich plan, many in 
thc audience applauded 
speeches against the society's 
£3bn flotation. 

John Stewart, group chief 
executive at Woolwich, said: 
“The three options wo consid- 
ered were remaining a building 
society and possibly merging 
with another, selling the Wool- 
wich to an existing company: 
and convening to a public lim- 


Newcastle Building Society yesterday became the latest to dose 
several of Its accounts In a bid to stop speculators hoping to ben- 
efit from a free shares handout in the event of a takeover or flota- 
tion, writes Nic Cicutti 

The society announced that its Small Savers and Black Callant 
accounts, which both conferred membership rights, would close 
immediate^; akmg with its Nova Pins savings scheme. 

Instead, the Newcastle wiD offer deposit accounts, whkh It said 

mutt stffi offer competitive rates of htterest but not entitle mem- 
bers to a share of the society 

Bill Midgte& the society's chief executive, said: “We are being 
in dun dated fay speculators whose intentions are purely to reap 
the rewards of a hypothetical conversion or ranger. 


iled company." He claimed 
that changes in the financial ser- 
vices industry meant that the 
Woohvich needed the flexibili- 
ty of access to equity capital 
markets in order lo expand. Sett- 
ing the society would have im- 
perilled its culture, values and 
strategic objectives. 

Despite his argument, 
Thomas Lines, an investing 
member presently living in 
Brussels, said that research 
showed mutuals, whether build- 
ing societies or insurers, offered 
better deals for their members 
than proprietory companies. 

"Why can a mutual keen its 
borrowing rales low and its 
saving rates high?" Mr Lines 
asked 

“It is because it does not have 
to pay dividends to sharehold- 
ers . It is in savers and borrow- 
ers’ long-term interests that wc 
remain a mutual." 

He was backed by several 
speakers whit also spoke out 
against the Woolwich's £5Um 
conversion costs. 


sofowho isalso acting chief execu hveof TfeJewestCommunia- 
tiors! said the industry had invested Xfimsofar ^dw^dinvest 
theMme again to the year 2000. He said the industry hoped to 

have la positive cash flow this year. 

• Allied Domecq, the distiller and food retail^ said p«for- 
mMdeto th? to half of the fiscal year would be hurt by the 
strength of the pound, though profit growth wotW improve m 
tbesecond haffThe strong pound could cut £20m from fall- 
year earnings. 

•LG Securities International today becomes foe first Korean 
membS^STLondon 10 
a maiiet in Korean stocks on SEAQ InteroatJOnaL 

• Critic more than doob led profite k foe to De^ 

ber/The Scottish Premier Le^r 

ter amortising the value of 

rorrrapondrof period on sales 46 per cent higher at OZSm. 


Amstrad takes £6.4m knock I Affordable 


; Magn us Gfkwond 

Amstrad; the computers to 
mofeletel^lKnKsgroiq] headed 
by Alan Sugar, yesterday un- 
voted a further £&4m excep- 
tional charge for its withdrawal 
from its disastrous foray into coo- 
sumer electronics. But analysts 
were cautiously s u g gesting the 
waist may now be over for thc 
group, which has had. an un- 
happy relationship with the Cay 
-foryeaxs, and the sbaresgained 
lOp to I74p. 

1 T» latest cost comes on top 
Of £10.7m of charges taken at 


the end of last year for dealing 
with the then los-making audio, 
video, television and fax oper- 
ations. Ai the time, that was said 
to be the last of the costs asso- 
ciated with the business, but Mr 
Sugar said h had been difficult 
to judge what would be realised 
from the old stock- - We had a 
job to dispose of £70m of in- 
ventory and the £6m is the dif- 
ference in the margin wc 
thought we were going to earn 
on that and we didn't earn it." 

The latest charges meant 
Amstrad renamed in the red for 
the six months to December, al- 


though losses were cut from 
£5.4m to £1.78m. At the oper- 
ating level, the group turned a 
deficit of £8.79m into a profit 
of £1.91m. A maintained inter- 
im dividend of L25p is uncov- 
ered hy a loss per ritarc of 2.4p. 
However, the group's net cash 
climbed from £91.2m to £1 12m 
over the course of the year, rep- 
resenting 69 per cent of share- 
holders' fends. 

Mr Sugar said he^ was st fll con- 
sidering ways of banding back 
cash to shareholders. But he 
warned that any plan would have 
to be thought out carefully. 
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FTSE100 

4304.3 - 3.4 
FTSE250 
4586.0 - 10.1 
FTSE 350 
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SEAQ VOLUME 
992.9m shares, 
49,723 bargains 

Gilts Index 

96.34 + 0.02 


Share spotlight 


share price, pence 



85 million Clyde shares change hands as Gulf war rages 


1 Reckitt 

f’mamj'j AS ONO J f 


The fierce battle for control of 
Clyde Petroleum moved into 
the stock market as bidden 
Gulf Canada scooped up 
around 8i million shares. The 
buying spree, conducted by 
Cazenove, lifted the Canadian 
stake to approaching 28 per 
cent of Clyde's capitaL 

The struggle has become 
increasingly acrimonious; last 
week the Canadians were 
forced to lift their offer by 15p 
a share to 120p, putting a 
£495 m price tag on the com- 
pany. The battle is due to 
close next week. 

PDFM, with 14 percent, and 
CIN Management, holding 3.2 
per cent, were among institu- 
tions bailing out at prices 
around 120p. 

The rest of the market, in ef- 
fect, reversed Monday’s dis- 
play. For much of the session 
blue chips were in gentle de- 
I me awaiting New York's lead 
■’D Wall Street produced a 
solid opening equities started 


to shake off their indifference 
and by the close an 18.8-point 
fall had been reduced to 3.4 at 
4,304,3. 

Turnover nudged 1 billion 
shares with the Clyde swoop 
and busy trading in Asda and 
Reuters making significant 
contributions. Little Emerald 
Energy flared a further 125p 
to 6.5p ahead of its presenta- 
tion on its Colombian oil 
prospects with Seaq putting 
volume at nearly 45 million. 

Superstores had an eventful 
session with stories of analyst 
downgrades swirling around. 
BZW and ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett were said to be prepar- 
ing to do the damage- Hoare 
denied any involvement; no- 
body was available at BZW to 
comraent- 

The market could not make 
up its mind whether an in- 
vestment house was about to 
go negative on thesectoror di- 
rccL its attention at one par- 
ticular group. 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


Tesco was the favourite for 
individual treatment, falling 
Up to 33 Up. Asda was trad- 
ed 3.75p lower to 112p; Safe- 
way lip to 346 Jp and J 
Saiusbory 6p to 314.5p. 

Oils were weak with British 
Petroleum's figures offering 
no encouragement. BP lost 
27p to 6Wp, dragging Shell, re- 
sults tomorrow, 15-5p down to 
l.G53.5p. Enterprise 03 tum- 
bled 24p to 648 jp and Lasmo 
12p to 242p. Other recent 
high-flyers, such as British 
Borneo Petroleum Syndicate 
and Cairn Energy felt the 
strain - Borneo lost 41p to 
1,3 15p and Cairn 14p to 
539.5p. 

Renters, the information 


group; was another unsettled 
by figures. The shares closed 
lap down at 626p. Before the 
results they were up 18 Jp and 
then dipped briefly below 600p 
when the profits were an- 
nounced. 

Unilever, the Anglo Dutch 
giant, was the star of the day. 
outpacing other blue chips 
with a 78Ap gam to 1,47 Up 
following its results and the 
planned sale of its speciality 
chemical side. 

The food and soap giant's 
exuberance filtered through 
to Reckitt & Column, up 18p 
to 727 .5 p. as some observers 
wondered whether the house- 
hold products group could fall 
into Unilever’s take over sights. 


Associated British Foods, 
15p in the money to 496p. and 
Cadbury Schweppes, Sp lo 
4S2p. were among shares to 
draw strength from the 
Unilever experience. 

BAT Industries, reflecting 

hopes of some easing of US lit- 
igation pressures, put on 21p 
to 535 Jp and Allied Domecq 
marched 13.5p higher to 
42&5p after a mildly encour- 
aging trading statement. 

Utilities were under pressure 
as windfall tax worries suddenly 
gnawed at confidence. Thames 
Water was lowered 17Ap to 
665p and ScottishPower I Op to 
36 lop. Rail track's express 
performance prompted the in- 
evitable “take profits" advice, 
leather & Greenwood sent out 
the sell signal, leaving the 
shares just 3p off at 388-5p. 

Electrocompooents dipped 
23 .5p to 425.5p on Merrill 
Lynch caution and Euro therm 
produced a gloomy trading 
statement, falling* lOp to 


473.5p. PolyMasc Pharma- 
ceutical, the drugs group, gave 
up 6.5p to I25p: the Royal Five 
Hospital School of Medicine 
sold more shares. The latest 
dis posal is 6QU.U00 shares, cui- 
ting its stake to 18.47 percent. 
The school needs the cash be- 
cause of government cuts, li 
says it has "no intention at pre- 
sent" of selling more shares. 

Health shares generally bod 
another string of gains with 
British Biotech up lOp at 250p. 
highest since July, and Bio- 
compatiblcs International 
making further headway with 
a 60p jump to U50p. Shield 
Diagnostic gained l$.5p to 
3Q3-5p- 

Newcomer 23 cor, a Cana- 
dian miner, made an impres- 
sive debut. Placed at 18p, to 
raise £850.000, the price 
moved to 25 -5p before settling 
at 24op. Wedderbum. a prop- 
erty group, held at 18.75p. It 
has said it has a significant ac- 
quisition in mind. 


Taking Stock 


3 Shares of Po Na Na, run* 
ning Spantfb-styJe btc-njgfet 
bars, arc having an exdtiag 
run on Ofcx Priced at Splast-. 
year they dosed 2p highe£xt 
"a 51p ptafc Stackhroket 
Teatbcr fit Greenwood be* 

Mens profits this year will ' 
cmeige at £400.000 with 
£950,000 in prospect ttett 
The company, related to tally •’ 
quoted (Jrosvenor Inns, has 
eight outlets with two more 
opening next month. 

□ Action Computer Sup- , 
plies, one of the few comp* . 
nits recently to come to 
market via a reverse take- . ■-* 
over, is described as “one of';' 
the most attractive long-term . 
investments" in the inform*-. ; 1 

tioo technology sector by ana-’ 

lyst Richard Dyett of 
Henderson Crosthwaita. - • . j 

He forecasts profits this . 
year of £4.Sm with £6m ffkdy * 
next. The shares held at - -j 
190.5p. J 
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Reuters success story slowing 
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Reuters has been an amazing s pjms s 


football spectacular 

ttsSEtsz People & Business 


PJctare the scene: IbnyErahex 
o f Sing er & Friedlander, who is 
running the Alan Hansen- 
fronted footiML investment 
trust, s.beingHiteniewed by 
Japanese television for a docu- 
mentary about the dawn of efig- 
ital tdeviaon. 

The interviewer asks the 
ebullient Mr Rraher for his 
wenson pay-per-view footbalL 
Mr Fraher replies that arm- 
chair fans should regard the 

pianned electronic season 
ticket for such services as a 
“celestial mmsifle”. " 

Only investors can decide 
whether Mr fraher’s got his 
bead in the douds or rfhe’s mi 
a stairway to heaven. 

The Man from the Pro is back 
--after being declared officially 
dead two years ago. The Pru- 
dential has woken np to the 
fact that, although h las not 
used foe slogan about door-to- 
door salesmen m its advertising 
since 1978, an overwhelming 
majority of the public stiDfoxnk 
of tlm phrase first when foe 
company is mentioned. 

A new ad campaign kicks off 
this Friday with Sir JVter 
Davis, foe company’s portly 
diief esecotive, posing on tele- 
vision as “foe man”. 

" The company attempted to 
IriD off the idea of residential 
collectors two years ago, when 
it declared that it was raiding 
door-to-door collections for 
new business. Despite this, 
over 2,000 Pru collectors still 
qnietly ply their trade on 
Britain's doorsteps. 

“We want to get rid of the - 
bike dips and trilby image, but 
keep foe idea of foe man from 
the Pru being friendly and 
helpful,” a company 
spokesman says. “Now all 
22,000 employees of the com- 
pany will have to see them- 
selves as foe Man from foe 
Pol This will regain the confi- 
dence of foe public fit both foe 
company and the industry . 71 
Brave words indeed, 
particularly for foe female 
staff at. the Pru. 

The phrase was Jm&comed • 
in 1949 when foe Bkotaned 

Magazine rah a feahireabotiLa : 
Mr Sawyer, a collector for the 
Pru who did his rounds in 


provider of electronic dealing services 
and infor mati on to the financial mar- 
kets. But growth has stalled over the 
past year. Since October, foe share price 
has dumped from a high of SQop to 
626p, down another 16p yesterday as 
foreign exchange worries prompted a 
wave of profits downgrades. 
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problem ofils£IXt5bn cash pfle, which realistic optimism" being punctured. 


share price has risen from 
around 20 p five years aja> to 
180p today. . 

Mr and Mrs Fisher launched 
foe company in 1979 as a ffis- 
Iximtorofowqmlas. They <fi- 
voreed in foe late 1980s, and 
Yam Fisher went off to foe US 
lo ran a graphics company. 
Pete, a former soda! worker, is 
stiD a nan-executive director. 

So Alan Sbeerer, foe Newcastle 
striker who captains England 
against Italy at Wembley 
toqgbtiusmedi^tDpio- 
mote Jaguar. the lucky sharp- 
shootergelsaJagX34XMitre 
saloon for his trodjfcs. Oom- 

mwffing nn lhg Hwgft ygy 
ag r pfm fnt, the Tj mwiiA* 
inaedm cn mmra tue ^Tagiiar 

represents for me foe best of 
BtSn&i.” Strange, mice it’s 
owned by Fiwd of DetnaL 
“IS* also seen at first band 
Jaguar’s modern production 
fines awl met their enthusias- 
ts wodribree/’ Mr Shearer 
adds. Until recendy Jaguar’s 
Coventry production Imcs 
were a b y wo r d for anaqaity. 
Onfy since the umnentioned 
Mind on higher things: Tony Americans intervened have 
Fraher, armchair footie fan things got better. 


to December contained plenty lo sug- 
gest that the doubk-digii growth rates 
m the business may be harder to come 
by ax fixture. Pre-Uut profits grew 17 per 
cent to £701m, bat foe increase was only 
kept in double digits by a 1.6 percent- 
age point rise in margins to 22 per ami, 
boosted by foreign currency hedging 

In fact last year’s 8 percent revenue 
growfo slowed lo 6 percent at constant 
exchange rates in foe fourth quarter and 
barely moved ahead once the impact 
of foe pound is taken into account. 
Rentm warned foe strength of sterling 
would “severely restrict" projects for 
growth in 1997. 

Bm while foreign exchange problems 
are likely to iron themselves out in foe 


HextaUe. Kent; The prospect 
of Sir Peter Davis poundi ng on 
my front door is certainly an 
mtoguingone. 

P&P, the computer services 
group twnfifld after co-founders 
Pete and Tam Fisher, is chang- 
ing its m onike r to Skfllsgroup. 

Has the company fallen out 
with the couple who launched 
the business, then? Pete Fisber 
st31 sits on the board and hasn 
substantial stake in the busi- 
ness. “Not at aU.” says a Skills^ 
group spokesperson. “We have 
three main brands, mid the 
P&P brand now cont rib utes 
only a third to company prof- 
its. We felt it was time to re- 
flect this in foe name of the 
company.” 

It still seems a bit odd. Gam- 


name in ah attempt to jettison 
associations with a les than 
successful past, whereas P&Fs 


Yesterday’s news that there are 
now over SQftOQ m fl Sooaire s m 
foe UK dfcfnotfBQg for Keith 
Sharp’s Mood pressure The 
journalist and au thor fourth 
book; The Dreamer's Guide to 
BeccrrmgaA^ondre, pob- 
fished 18 months ago, has done 
JessrweB than hsprerious books, 

and sa le s are now ph mue t iq g- 
“It’s just kscredobk,” ftimeK 
Mr Shup. “I timed fins book to 

grwnfiriff -BiWi Ihft huudl «*«» 

Loamy, but the uum b a of 
copes sold has actually gon e 
dcwvn over the last 10 months, 
rdgzvea iq> on the thing ; then 
tins repeat about a record num- 
ber of nriffionaires ccsnes out” 
If any of you want to ease 

can^Sytbetcm^* lHe ' 
published under the pseudo- 
nym James MatthKon, fora 
mere £5.95. 

John Will cock 


under lying business is more mature 
than it ooce was. Renters has grown fat 
an supplying the foreign exchange 
markets, which hs information prod- 
ucts and Dealing 2000-1 and Dealing 
2000-2 trading systems dominate. Last 
year, growfo in foe two dealing systems 
slowed markedly, dropping from 23 per 
cent in 1995 to 9 per cent. Last year’s 
quiet currency markets may now be 
commgalirc agam as worries about Eu- 
ropean mooetaty union grw, but, de- 
spite tlw groim’s optimism, its eventual 
arrival wm hit Reuters’ business. 

The grotm is not sittipg stilL Instoet 
is at last mampg decent inroads into foe 
equity trading market This business, 
in effect an electronic agency broker 


problem of ils£l JOSbn cash pQe, which 
n was Hocked from distributing to 
sharchoklm last year. Profits of just 
£7 10m this year, rising to £?80m. 
would put the shares on a forward p/e 
of21.feIUngtol8.HokL 

‘30 % BP’ ends 
up red-faced 

Sr David Simon, chairman of British 
Petroleum, is never short of a catchy 
phrase to describe the oil giant's results 
and yesterday was no exception. In 
ebullient mood he described 19% as 
foe “30 per cent year", since both prof- 
its and dividends were up by around 
foal amount. Last year replacement cost 
profit, which excludes except kmaK 
singed to £ 2 £ 2 bn, with the fourth quar- 
ter dividend raised 15-25p to 19.5p. 

Yet foe reaction of the markets left 
BP’s top brass looking more than a lit- 
tle red-faced. The shares ended 27p 
lower at 694p as dealers turned sour 
on the oil sector, thinking that the re- 
cent slide in oil prices luck to more re- 
alistic levels had yet to hit sentiment. 
The talk from analysts was about “un- 


realistic optimism" being punctured, 
hardly what BP wanted to hear. 

On the face of it, the figures seems 
to bear out this analysis. It was hue that 
BP's fourth-quarter profits of £M59m 
were sligh tly below cxjwciations, hut 
this was because John Browne, chief 
executive, had included in the figures 
discretionary spending m the explo- 
ration and production businesses, in- 
cluding $4flm on a new computer 
system. The lp rise m foe fourth-quar- 
ter dividend (o 5.25p was also mildly 
disappearing with some analysts ktok- 
iim for 5^p. . 

Yet, beneath it all BP s core busi- 
ness seems as solid as ever, either out- 
performing other oil groups in terms 
of its return on capital, or at foe very 
top of foe industry' s best performance. 
BP makes returns of 1 7 per aau on io- 
vestmem. whereas Shell, which reports 
tomorrow, is having trouble getting 
above 12 per cent. 

Even the fall in oil prices is decep- 
tive. All oil companies had a bumper 
year in 1996 as the price of oil unex- 
pectedly rose to $25 a barrel. Though 
foe prke has dropped since foe autumn 
lo S21, BP’s interna) target is just $14, 
whereas tong-term forecasts - always 
an unreliable guide in the oil business 


. iimm vdtir. eta mt. daw 



-see the price hovering at around $ 2*1 
a band. Sir David was yesterday anx- 
ious to dampen expectaDons of another 
30 per cent year in 1997. Yet all the 
indications are that BP's predictions 
will turn out to be far loo pessimistic. 
Analysts arc forecasting net mcome of 
£194bn and earnings per share rising 
from 4b.7p to 51.95p. On that basis 
yesterday's share price fall could spell 

a good buying opportunity. 

Metamorphosis 
at P&P 

When companies change their name 
it is usually because they wish to put 
behind them a past they would rather 
forget. If that is the case’ P&R foe com- 
puter services metamoqfoosing into 
SkULsgroup, ought lo hitve driipped its 
name five years ago. 

Thai was when the Lancashire- 
based group slumped into losses after 
becoming horribly exposed to the cut- 
throat market of shifting boxes of 
high-volume, low-margin personal 
computers. Since then P&P has rein- 
vented itself by branching into train- 
ing, consultancy and technical support. 
The transformation, carried out by the 
same management team led by man- 
aging director David Southworth that 
P&P lo the brink, has worked 
wonders for the bottom line :utd the 
share price, up from a tow of 2 Hp to 
touch a high of 79p lust month. 

In the year to November pre-tax 
profits rose by 14 per cent to £ 14.3m 
on sales £2 Jm higher at £344m. Fully 
dfluled earnings per share aih'aneed 15 
per cent to 12.7p while the dhidend was 
lifted hy lb per cent u> 3.65 p. 

The results were helped by first con- 
tributions from two acquisitions which 
chipped in profits of £2 Jim on sales of 
£23 Jm. Myriad, bought for £ 12.5m in 
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Hall falls from 
grace at Bath 


Out of the Pilkington Cup, struggling in 
the league - the club that was once 
the most feared in union has now 
sacked an icon. Chris Hewett reports 


B loodstains on the carpet, 
tear stains on the cheek. 
John Hail’s imminent 
departure from the crumbling 
fortress of Bath Rugby Cub had 
been the subject of feverish 
clubhouse speculation since be- 
fore Christmas. But when push 
finally came to shove yesterday, 
the atmosphere at the Recre- 
ation Ground was one of gen- 
uine shock and grave sorrow. 

Shock that Bath, so strong in 
their bonds of brotherhood and 
so rooted in the supremacy 
that brought them 16 league and 
cup trophies in the 14-years be- 
tween 1984 and 1996, should 
have fallen so publicly from 
grace, that their transition from 
the uncomplicated world of 
amateurism to the unforgiving 
challenge of professionalism 
should have been so badly 
mishandled. 

And sorrow? Yes, plenty of 
that. Hall, a world-class wing 
forward whose career was cru- 
elly undermined by persistent 
knee trouble, commanded huge 
respect from even the mast 
critical of Bath supporters. In 
his own way, he was everv bit as 
much an icon as Jeremy 
Guscott or Stuart Barnes or 
Gareth Chilcott. 

More impressively still, that 
respect was shared by his peers. 
Tony Swift, the former England 
wing who now sits on the man- 
agement board at the Rec, once 
described his old club-mate as 
"the best player I ever had the 
good fortune to play along- 
side." He was far from alone in 
that view. 

Sadly for those who retain ro- 
mantic notions of what rugby 
used to be, it is precisely that 
closeness that is at the root of 
Bath's predicament: out of the 
Pffldngton Cop, struggling in the 
Courage League and shorn of 
the swaggering self-confidence 
and deep-rooted strength of 


character that made them the 
most feared club side in En glish 
rugby history. Suddenly, it is a 
rough world out there, and old 
pals' acts cut no ice now that 
money is at stake. 

Hall initially landed the team 
manager’s title in the early 
summer of 1995, before pro- 
fessional rugby was fully on 
the English agenda. It was not 
a hard-headed business deci- 
sion. but an emotional one: 
forced by injury to forgo his 
farewell appearance in the Pilk- 
ington Cup final against "Rfosps, 
he was swept into the job on a 
wave of player power - always 

Suddenly, it is a 
rough world out 
there, and old 
pals’ acts cut no 
ice now money 
is at stake 


an important element in the 
Bath fabric -within days of the 
Twickenham showpiece. 

His appointment effectively 
marginalised two of his most 
familiar playing colleagues and 
fellow England internationals, 
Chilcott and Richard Hfll, who 
had both taken on high-profile 
back-room roles at the Rec. 
Chilcott distanced himself from 
the dub almost immediately 
and. within a few weeks of the 
start of the 1995/96 campaign, 
IRQ joined Gloucester as coach- 
ing director. 

Still, all seemed well when 
Bath tied up yet another league 
and cup double last May. Hall 
worked like a Trojan through- 
out the summer to fend off big- 
spending rivals and hold his 


squad together until the dab ne- 
gotiated their own sugar-daddy 
deal with a local multi-million- 
aire greetings card tycoon, An- 
drew Brownsword. Ben Clarke, 
enticed by a lucrative bid from 
Richmond, was the only first- 
team regular to leave and that 
seemed to pale into insignifi- 
cance when Henry Paul and 
Jason Robinson, two brilliant 
rugby league talents, crossed the 
great divide to play alongside 
the likes of Guscott and De 
Glanville. 

Neither signing proved espe- 
cially successful, however, and 
discontent at Paul's reputed 
£5,GOO-a-game deal gathered 
pace. When Bath were dumped 
out of the Heineken Cup by 
Cardiff at the quarter-final stage, 
rumours of a rift between Hah 
and Brian Ashton, the chief 
coach, began to circulate. By 
Christmas, Ashton had taken ex- 
tended leave from his post By 
early January, he was gone- 

That prompted a reshuffle at 
the top. Brownsword, hardly a 
rugby man by instinct but keen 
to protect his initial £2 .5m in- 
vestment, decided to involve 
hims elf in the day-to-day run- 
ning of the dub and Swift took 
over as chief executive with a 
powerful and wide-ranging 
brief. Hall, his position weak- 
ened by damaging newspaper 
publicity following alleged inci- 
dents in a city wine bar after a 
victory over Harlequins in De- 
cember, looked vulnerable. 

The last straw came on Sat- 
urday, when Leicester inflicted 
the most comprehensive defeat 
on Bath in a decade. Hall, 
dearly shaken afterwards but 
still prepared to answer the hard 
questions, fell back on self- 
deprecating humour. "It's not 
the end of the world." he said. 
"It just feels like it is." 

The irony is almost too 
bitter to contemplate. 



Rowell loses 




to overwork 


Recreation breakdown: The departure of John Hall as Bath’s director of rugby 
yesterday is another blow to the dub’s confidence Photograph; Allsport 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Jack Rowell, the England 
coach, has spent most of the sea- 
son voicing concern over the re- 
lentless programme of top-level 
matches confronting interna- 
tional players and those fears 
came home to roost yesterday 
when Phil Greening, bis reserve 
hooker, withdrew from the par- 
ty to face Ireland in this week- 
end's round of Five Nations 
matches. The Gloucester live- 
wire aggravated already dam- 
aged knee ligaments during his 
club's Courage league victory 
over Orrcll at the weekend. 

Richard Cockerill, of Leices- 
ter, was immediately promoted 
from the En glan d A front row 
and will take Greening's place 
on the bench at Lansdowne 
Road. With Graham Rwcntrce 
a fixture on the loose bead and 
Darren Garforth. a specialist 
tight head, on the bench, the el- 
evation of the most talkative 
Tiger of them ail means a na- 
tional triumph for Wdford 
Road's ever-popular ABC dub. 

Greening's misfortune was 
not of concern to Rowell alone. 
Fran Cotton and the rest of the 
Lions selection panel have been 
monitoring his progress for 
some weeks with a view to tak- 
ing him to Soiflh Africa this surxv 
mer and with Keith Wood, their 
obvious first choice from Ireland, 
on the long-term injury list with 
shoulder trouble, they could 
have done without the news. 

The Springboks themselves 
reacted to a serious domestic 
problem yesterday when Rian 
Obcrholzcr, chief executive of 
the South African Rugby Foot- 
ball Union, announced moves to 
prevent a further migration of 
talent to big-spending dubs in 
Europe. "International Rugby- 
Board regulation number nine 
says that any player wanting to 
play outside his country has 
first to be released by his union." 
Obcrholzcr said. “We will not be 
doing that from now on." 


If Qbcrtwlzcr’slhroat rs gen- 
uinc. the Suuffl Africans wifl de- 
fectively bar any more kadmg - 
Ijghis cashing in on the profes- 
sional free-for-all that has dfc--> •’ . 
figured the English gjuneriow 
the summer. Three members of ^ 
the Springboks’ 1995 Worid 

Stmuefi- ore 

trade in the Courage kagney 
along with fellow Tfcst plmere -- 
Steve Atherton and John Aifitft. 

Obcrholzcr believes enough . .. 
is enough."W? have a respond 
bility to keep provincial . 
club rugby m South Africa. - 
strong," he said, adding feat bt - . •••.•» - 
did not antitipateanychaflej^p. 
to the derision in the coum^ ; - 

Neil Jenkins, the WMas-fcafc: ' 
bade is to break new jporadfri 
his race to be fit forSatnntopi' - 
meeting with France. Itra .' 
record Wiles points-scorcr ftjfc.r » 
never worn a gunchirid. but fiber 
protective device couM gaaP- ^ 
antec he plays in Paris. • c . 

Jenkins crocked his cheefc • ■ 

hone during ftmtypridcf sr tysfefc ' .-*• 
League victory over CwrphiBy - 
last weekend, the damaged area; ... V: . 
being just above ~hSs mouth, -• 
"Neil badly wants to pfc& abf r K. 

I want him to play " Kerin -s*:- 
Bowring, the Wtics coach, said (JTX 
after Jenkins had been soap**/ 
sured for a gumdudd. "But l 
don't want him to do arty ntoc? 
damage and put himself our for' . 
four, six or eight weeks. - ''' 

Bowring must also make de- . ^ 
visions on the centre .Allan 
Bateman, the flanker Steve - 
WiUiams and the replacement 
utility forward Craig Quinney, 
though he had good news from . . 
the wing leuan Evans, who has r.~ : 
recovered from a virus. . 

Bateman, who' underwent! 
knee surgery a fortnight ago, is 
confident lie can resume his . 
midfield partnership with Scott; A 
Gibbs. Neath's Will lams had an' ws 
X-ray on a thumb injuiy fdl-- ' 
lowing intipipg, whik Qum- . . 
nell could need a scan aficr 
straining his knee. . . - 
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Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 

Top Fifty League Table 

CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 2 FHJRUAKY 
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^THE INDEPENDENT IPTOEPENDENT ON 

T oday we publish the latest results in our dent Fantasy Football managers and their teams 
Independent Fantasy Football game, for matches played between Saturday 17 August - 
supported by Philips Energy Saver Sunday 2 February. 

Light Bulbs. Results will be published every Wednesday in The 

Independent for all games played from the pre- 
vious Monday to Sunday inclusive. They will also 


T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs. 

The Team Market and Scores table published be- 
low, shows four scores. Tire Week 26 fWk 26) col- 
umn lists all points scored in matches played 
between Monday 3 February - Sunday 9 February 
inclusive. Column B lists all points scored before 
the transfer period. Column A lists all points scored 
after the transfer period. The Overall (Ov) column 
lists the total amount of points scored in all 
matches played from Saturday 17 August - Sunday 
9 February. 

Also published today is the Top 50 League table 
(see left). It lists the overall top scoring Indepen- 


appear the following Sunday, in the Independent } 
on Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table will 
be printed every Wednesday and again on Sunday. 
Terms and conditions as previously published 


4 points for a goal *4 points for a goalkeeperlde fender 
clean sheet ■ 3 points fora successful assist ■ I point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ 1 point for a 
winning goal m 3 points for a manager win, I point 
for a draw u Lose / point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 
points fora red card 


PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of the season will 
be the entrant who has accrued more points than 
any other Independent Fantasy Football team in 
that time. Win the ultimate prize - a trip to the . 
1998 World Cup in France. The winner, plus' 
companion, will see all the action of a quarter-fi- 
nal and a semi-final of their choice, plus the fi- 
nal. In addition, the highest scoring team each . 
month will win a pair of tickets to one of Engr' - 
land's World Cup qualifying games at Wembley; 


Team Market and S gore s frsssi ri 

OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLATED FROM 17 AUGUST - 9 FEBRUARY, WEEK 26 SCORE CALCULATE ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 2 FEBRUARY- 9 FEBRUARY 
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sport 

^ANP NATIONAL WEIGHTS: The search for this year’s Winner starts with the publication of the burdens the beasts must bear 

First lady of Aintree absent but not forgotten 

CHARD branded image of French so- the relevant mrties I the Fourth urm the National on ! two iran. » i rfnvM i t<r irawi -uui ih« m/vfitieatkm of ihe fences has iius mfurmaiAwt f»*r the race will NValler Dennis. Cm mis HiK v 


RICHARD S3M0WDS0N 

Por the purists, the next, per- 
haps only, radng milesto ne is 
the ■Cheltenham Festival. But 
for those who mix concrete, type 
letters or put waiting tickets on 
windscreens the first gentle 
rumbling occurred yesterday. 

The Grand National remains 

flu* OTMt lalaiwitul t m 


branded image of French so- 
phistication and luxury (jastiing 
legless with style), and Amtree. 
where the streets are nri paved 
with gold but rather last Dibit's 
veneer of fish and chip wrap- 
ping, is rather odd. 

Martell, however, do not re- 
main in business because they 
di^jense money unwisely. Much 

of their product lias already 
found its way down ihe aedcof 


the relevant parties ( the Fourth 
Estate arc xncnufully 'not ex- 
cluded) and there is alw ays th e 
promise of a BBC coverage 
which is hard to match in any 
sporting sphere, anywhere. 

Pitman does his host's job 
regularly and with a consis- 
tently bawdy theme. His main 
track always seems xo be to be- 
K tt lf his former wife, Jenny, 
who. un tike him, has actually 


won the National on ; two occa- 
sions. Wc have prdbabiy had 
enough of Pitman ) behaving 
badly. ; 

The more serious matter this 
year concerns the Liverpool 
management effort'^ to get as 
many hones as possitta into the 
handicap proper. On jly 27 went 
to post last year, a figure which 
will be exceeded m A .pril as the 
(op-weight will now h jave to car- 


at the Dorchester Hole! in 
Ldhdon yesterday the recondite 


ry I2st (from 1 Lst lOlb j and the 
entry qualifications - which 
barred such as the good stayer 
Killeshin Iasi season - have 
been relaxed. 

These days the Liverpool 
factor has limited significance. 
In oldea times, an Aintree spe- 
cialist was the eqntne etpiivalera 
of ao infantryman who sur- 
vived the Somme by either skill 
or God’s grace. The recent 


modification of the fences has 
upset some of the firebrand 
dotJkJcrer^whopresuinahh - en- 
joyed watching the axle on the 
abattoir wagon scraping along 
the uumac on the way out of the 
course, but it has also attract- 
ed the connections of the more 
talented horses. 

In remains, however, a devil- 
ish race in which to have an 
ante-post bet as the roast seri- 


ous information for the race will 
be provided by the Cheltenham 
FesthtiL aml ocn then a sap- 
ping race will militate against fu- 
lure success- 

The short-priced horse- to 
ignore at this stage is probably 
Coome HilL who is prepared on 
a beach in Cornwall, which is 
where the links with Red Rum 
end. Even after a lavish lunch 
and the accompanying liquids. 


forthe big-race firfd on 5 April 
was conducted. 

Ibe - grand unveiling of th e 
Wrights has lost its sho£ appeal 
smeethe Amtree obstades were 


Progressive Maamur makes early sense at 25-1 


GREG WOOD 


Dpsrencesofomokmarewhat 
keep a poster's heart pnmping, 
and it s mat so long the 
publication of the National 
we ighls was fike a squirt of caf- 
feine into a major artery. Every- 
thing about Aintree was so 
unique that questions of 
whether a chaser would get 
the trip or take to the Nation- 
al fences made betting, even at 


with their official handicap 
mails. The constants that re- 
main are the largesse -of die 
sponsors, Martell, and an ex- 
traordinary compere's act bom 
the. former jockey Richard Pit- 
man. 

The buddy-buddy partner- 
ship between Martell, with its 


almost two months' distance, an 
mtercsting proposition. 

But no longer. In a general 
sense, the changes which have 
been made to the National 
course since a sexier of parfic- 
nJariy unpleasant fetaliues to- 
wards the end of the 1980s 
have been essential, since the 
race was coming to be seen as 
unnecessarily bloodthirsty. 
From the long-range punter's 
potat of view, though, the state 
of the going chi 5 April is now 


by far the most impoi-nant vari- 
able. and since reccij.it Nation- 
al fields have faced bcpih feet ami 
bottomless ground, few would 
bbme ns for saving a jay bets un- 
til slicking plasters have been 
applied to the wwuu is of Chel- 
tenham. r 

A farther impondc liable is the 
possibility that the weights 
could easily not rise at all - if 
Dublin Flyer lines up under 12 
stone - or alternative W shoo! up 
by a stone or more. T i"m Forster, 


Dublin Flyer's trainer, was typ- 
icahy non-c om mittal yesterday, 
and insisted that "no dcriakwt 
will be made until after the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup". Even 
if Dublin Flyer makes it to Liv- 
erpool, however, he is still es- 
sentially a twn-and-a-half miler. 
and the old belief that stamina 
can be hoarded on the first cir- 
cuit has vanished along with the 
potency of Bucher's. 

Of marc interest - not least 
because the odds arc longer is 


the remaining three entries 
from Ponsor** string which has 
provided three previous Na- 
tfaoal winers. Again, the train- 
er refuses to be drown, but 
Maamnr, winner of the Riu 
dub Chase at the Frsmai last 
year, may prove to be the best 
of them. "Maamur has been 
waiting for some decent ground 
and if coolitiofis arc suitable, 
he will run at Warwick on Sat- 
urday,'' Forster said. "As for the 
Grand Ntfional. it is too early 


to say, though 1 will try and find 
a race for him at Cheltenham." 

Fast ground might role him 
out, but since he is elfecihciy 
just 81b higher for a s-cxen- 
tengih win m the Festival. Maa- 
mur is both fairly »x*igliled 
and. with his seasonal debut im- 
minent after recent rain, one of 
the few whose ,*Jds could con- 
tract significantly. For those 
who want to step in at this stage, 
the 25-1 offered K Ladbrokes 
deserves a small investment. 


Waller Dennis. Coome Hill's 
trainer, would cnrnmii his hor*c 
no further than the Cheltenham 
Gi*id Cup. 

Lo St regime, who would 
have K\*n favourite Iasi year he; 
for contract me; mmcilnng cl.iv 
to a lri>pk ;il disease on the eve 
of the race, and Encore I'n Peu. 
Mat tin Pipe's runner-up !«» 

months ago. arc Null well fan- 
cied as no other race has been 
umfemplatcd for them siiuv the 
Easier Bunny emerged- 

However, the press Ivan: 
hetore Liverpool is hound to 
centre un Jenny Pitman, who 
has entries lor four in irses an J 
a second husband in IWT. The 
grand dame of British racing 
was ill yesterday, but her 
prospective blushing grooin. 
Dav id Suiil . was .ivaiLihle. ' Jet: - 
m is upset she can't go !•* the 
weights lunch as du- lceK -he 
has let people di*wu." he said. 
“She h;ts got this ilu which K go- 
ing round - aliln*ngli there are 
tine or two pressmen -he 
wouldn’t h.ive minded passim: 
it «m to." Anil an ev-spouw: tins 
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1"HJ am 7f PWrtty v*»£2729 

1 B2U) B84SCHBBN J23) BVEawflJ(5d7118 ! » <**««■ 

2 46 CKM^fOirpntaiBdNPWumwlBDeHeinBllB.-.. . 

3 64HWT C8H»BW|Bl«ItBacrt8BWBP8118 — r?J D T - 

4 - 1-25 ndcroi3Wjm»rafl>^»®rtPwmt6ii8 n WN* 

5 Pt> FKSHMlEMn(Uq(DMt)todC«talw6U8 

6 521UM> mOIEniE(U99UJtWi4J8M7U8 MrPCrXadfcfT) 

7 0- nmsraO(ftBpad){BtoarMtoWN1M»8BMB8118 TJItoW' 

8 ODURKJ MI»Croiro[JC»fi«tt7GB«^ — y w 

9 WB84HW4CPQ(Wfl anai E te rt)PH»itBt7118 

ID F »BUWH)r<SflW*C«llrtWlB*6118 -—Amp* 

11 5 B0a«AWOTCto^SctaaadMBpe6nfl_ — C Mawle 

12 331-545 »naNaFWro0HtS(O)a^W«*fS(»sflPI*ail6118 Ntwtoow 

13 400 Wia»l«lBgWW*Jl»wW4HllldSU8 : 

14 6OM0O DBBtWHIE(7Z) W»BWFXtowtDBttStr*6 113- _ ■ “P 8 ** 

15 563- niEXlU(«^INiB^ttato8AtW«ingW15peatn|5U3JtJ^m 

18 0SPP2. tWMOt pg> QaevHiatSrami* Nwaartw B 313 : — 

■18AidMd | v 

BEmwe: a,— Vd aa ar Bar Waydi, 7-2 mn n UWnniVf . U>a Paptfca. 11^1 to— E*dn. 34J. 
MA^»Tjaa4r f M-lW^IWto« I 20-lChadhV4ia8ft2Molha«* 

ISM SUMor M 7 11 8 D Bridprtv 158 tM Bpd 14 on 


WWW ran mums. «M) mo anno »* is lengtM m » Newton MUM bumper 
Hmn «W l Mdmmpoinansn tat tot two nm ow hunlM but e'njatwad wtwn 
etoPe rt wtnW— mWa. ftnman* 4WUovfaoneH<nnyaia»whiai3ioPiMrt^NnwooHur- 
MWOiemKTtaiCBmlMScnotxa oH d md towXinaiilmpwtoOr.PMmWmamfc 
iuco >i dUl«ieNattwnwtoi»aNri0a«amn fcaH n> i. iethi>ieidrgere»- Hufannai 
taoaint flaw amber to Hr hai cmy boon mrianta put twt ttanana t«n * mxM bnnf n- 
pmemant. The oner unit molt modem* m beau Martm Rpe’a Had Ajlolo and N«d 
TMttsnDOwM' OaT* Mn haw stowi in» at ■ wyt bumper son »scti tM Im 
ptaoopaxpemntiMaxncxvv SodtHttPaprlca. «na aanl « bs« waann bar* baw 
anjnst a head br Spmg Hope mNeaton Abbot Mhoutft dw madod her,flratwi fun* . 
OMWW My ana Foraat W hm doan ■ UW toUy owr wnbar, MgW w-M M 
immty wai bached at torviodili ma HemJbri maKUn eftaw on im debm )nths country 
FaMa *M tuO and has Man MfM ip me ittb. |> 

Mamfcrn: WARNER t FOR PLAYERS 

jorml GXTED NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £4^t50 added 
2m 4f UOytfs Ptmafty Value £3^997 

1 4434-21 OUm SUt p2) |Q (UatmWy Pfamon) J Gttad 7 11 10 ] Plflda 

2 QJPCM Dtimr BUBE CKB (FUDyd>4nikMTanm 811 4 - — JS H cH aO 

3 188213- AMSmxm£(M9UHlnM0itlR&AMr9U4 „9Rwal 

4 UF3P24 OODnnriDCBtrat9JU9)«BF^i9U4 : Slim* 

5 « MMDaMra»Um8JWmnclaattHnic7114 1 C Maude 

6 oo uxaoronipe>[n)WHL%i4Hoeneii4 rim 

7 3F2HP W«ararei«9iUBWJMn7U4 fiBndhy 

8 RUIBM)GEIHMbHamd5U8POan«ngt911d BMa 

9 U6-22F0 ■gOMflCH gl) OWM Rh)bq»tfw»tigm 8114 metoanaB 

so soroaxnsraotoraEPwd was Earn* 8U4_^ httmo 

11 QW5P SP¥CE55A(lS){UaPBr7*aCaai)ANeacombFgil4 

Q 1H2525- W>Hnropn)|WMUHrCKBWdnkCl»PW(WB114. „J>gri4WMr 

13 40822F 3tfWnC(5«)gtorSga)NW wnaalB 1013 . iHnq 

9BllM«4atolW,7-ailagN e> Pcm*tSawWlwyBNty.».ll l M iM i ai h. 12-1 SUpmaflc, 
XM'fWMHwaO-lCgaalqp Raapat 2U aOwa. 

199BtRHkEnwdflll4BCitad 12-l(GBton09«i 

FORM 6UDE | 

WBf> main u whB tnwb Aa g a kr aDomw and WMihupiamy both naming a yoar*aab- 

cenoa id namoma, suiTbi Kt£ srnAi toow up fts reeers Owing dWM suxan. Join 
OdbMfs lumer, a maiden war lasdtes, vwa sbayi <wS 141 than n die r M-ftf* mica 
aw* x-Oie las meetmg ham and oame hprae tan tanpha ctar of Gamto. | He sepad wo 
and a luff mfes iael over hudes, so this longK tnp K vary much n Nr & in**. Anvrtn's 
Double made up aw a sman stayty hanefleap hwftar last seaeon, yWbtt mi «Mi a Hind 
id Saahkx Cash K Aaoot and -oenainty has die toUy to wn ocas oMfr n TKta."So does 
WHtUmpun4y. asm was helped in n ow c c chaaB e la c se as on but ran ereoffieb>y on a tew 
bccanont. mckAlr«mwi 13 tenplM second to NaMben Lad KWanNek- jlas test run tor 
Mi Mctok. the nswe 0wmd id Hrit Reeaiiioab it m-aaidnMd «Mh tf- a bHnlw ttw 
sear Itai Msh aetata second b) Porphyrin at Woioamer In Nowmber and. amhoutfiteem- 
lp0Jr «c of Ms de^ti, coidd sneek no a ptaca. An^ lumefl also nxtt Pk,i matasnSW- 
mtmOc, a thst-fcoce faSor ot [Moteiar on her rimang debuL PtanMdj* koolted 0»d m 
waning and ‘MahsiS a doae second ton CM) starts in potat-to-poMBleK | seesonand at 
worth taaplng an bye on tor dm tattae., Satacttaa i: QUTtBt GLE 

THRffi COUNTIES HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS ^ E) £2325' 
added 2m lDOyds Penalty VUue £2^01 

1 554431 TXaffHITS«Tp2)tCP5«tteDrtGLMocre712D _„Ji«Watarp) 

2 13U1A6 !■ I Ol WEP m WPPpMTHnd.7112 — RDawoody 

3 BM5 BMSFQRD HU. [U} Gk H orse Riaei) P Hctbs 6 ID 7 — Stbaney 

4 If F YOWG AT KSBT M RjAma Oaten Pam 111 M Hegres 6 10 5 i DSkjm 

& 063*42 4UBUSnmFIH{X31S)CO&toDOBmgi02 1 PM* 

fl 450-22P B.8RH)O(iBl]lM0Wm)KCuniingian)-BRwn7 101 J>nmi»tr 

-fldedamt- 1 

BEnK &4 XeAartjfS OB. 7-2 «toM U, M A(«Mt TVaM, W l*pw Rear % m B Sraa- 
da,12-lVoaa( MBwri 

tM Mum 7 11 UBRrao 3-1 M MaflpacM 8 on 
FORM CUBE 

Course spedaiei HCKBnY'S GITregarad the wertng thread » die too" meaunghete 
wWh an aigaWnvh success ton Stephana Rear and can 01 m again. Suxa’wtU fev times 
bewlaii taaBon; tacMhog on 9n cant. Gory Moara's sMrvynrmd reman n ttariy tnatad 
on a 3ta Mgpcr mark Son bar tme. Four ol DcWr^t QdTt wmt, ndudkig One tant, haw 
been war a tangv tap. but ho union the Usance last Mann- by hd ler ttfs ttam Nb 
mam, maMngnmst-andthanwdiinninamtatDrtitliathe B0annwtlv|t BhUKtinha 
bur. LgfMtymoBd t Wa tftari HB shaped wnh promise on Mt handicap ddput acTowcet- 
ter recBoHy whan a cfcee Mh ip No More Hassle and can stnp fltnr, as hei ana mutmrig - 
ton a 10-vaek brew man. topper Read, who won tour o( Ms M *w sans tar Rod Svnp- 
son m l£©4-95. «Mtanad qroMy tan ttnoe out In NaShWta Start Bangor I race on Fddsy 
alter meong ai tan season. Ibchad Dunaoody files today and thrs ton-ru |nnar may take 
on Tidren/s SB far me toad. Yoong At Heart, suocasdM on Ms hunttng btiw back in Au- 
gm 1994. W eady m Moat EquaTs Hcnongdon reoa in December on his I liat ton smee 
and kuk9 up apwst « Mbol So does H fioota, who lari not raced since Sc? fcnmber, whie 
August I WiBUi lws bean rather en ap poewtiggnce a gaodnwun tori «Vii%idsor. 

S ala ct tao ; HC8HBnrS (MFT 

lAAfl l WUIUNGHAM HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,1575 addod 
2m 3f UDyds Penalty Vatue £2^50 

1 443335 USD HOOfltEpSJ (Da HntnfMtiwapJJCFtad 5 120 SlataffT) 

2 3-5343 noa-JOrtlfiimpUtoimiCliariaBllU I ft adi 

3 0MP WHWHBnOMCrattoBJOiWBawySllin I tayMM 

4 483 MW IM OHg WMX OT (5 PtiWM> S Mdcr 5 11 7 ~JSHei(?) 


MNfWb 

.14.1 own 


5 fo«Boi raun*wiun(raiaHriMv(r»w<<0(nMtn5U] »w*a 

S PB444a HWMBOMI [U| .UK Ten 5 Tgw*GBlttg t U 1 SIMM 

r 092306 MNCMtMaapMmvncHW OGaigNyBUB JMN* 

8 ODMM IIMBI 1YPH00W (Ml flaw Ncerar- T MCGwn 6 10 7 .. _JIM«n 

9 DD0MV miMMBBI)4M)AtaiC h Vnri4iJ0tl8)P5L Jgda 

10 SW MMOMMB«0m.lcreltaQlhCMHQn6104 „1HWM 

U U06 ON* 10U>(WJ yr J (Work. Bowi 410O_ 

12 P4TO0-0 CBnCUUSrCMJXtaJETatHI IFtow*w7100 PIWk|[|l 

13 42F32 ANBB RNMUBQ iPnenetf 9song Vtass Gaugr 4 ]0 0 IHm* 

14 OOFtHJP MOSMnSIE(ra>8ABPam*n‘0«naGiaO .... VMtWw 

MntnuD eegbc 1«. riue nvdc * wegfir: McMrN » 

BE7IMB; 4-1 TMW icy. B-l tod Do** U4 HdWcmb BMg* Ol IqWyli Hkt 7-1 My Hw ta 
na*W M rnwintamngi. HBmaw TWntsr. 1H We Meg tot Udder, 14-1 ef 
1901: lidare'i t» 6 « 13 M ASMtr H 8 1 itaari G wi 
P0BMQUDC 

The eppheabon at bkihere cwtatnfy mrScrt n Equ^/a Onagfe hw W Ihe IM mart 
aqt #* rnere conMOqi Ujiara off and bNtmg Lady ttgnShenri a tar*h anna md tha 
bUntwra ere on a0un bed there muir he every chance das she wfl wwn to ewer oena.- 
■our. such as anon urnuniy nrtusflg to race m KLnjey Wood's fVeiMon ace. T«W Joy fin- 
MM thrt in RWey Wood, baton about trw Iannis, a god tor effort m ■ hantfcap 
MCBKgwntiwr. Mlft Menard DanaDddtrrtitwioilkMeflnoarnore Mm^«w #f ma> 
anchor Mm. thot^i. and pre f ereten c e is tar HOSKgN BWDOE, Mw weed m a cau 

pie tfpocss «l tmund. He on ih bes race m thrs counby lasnuTie to be mu to Amsi Son 
■at Mestone. baatan a0* tenths (Eacty's Oaring Utad^xn. wta nms oil me same maM. 
the boolaigot Norman w a qmiontsencouraenft S l wn ag ni alMawtar.anencpieayVdwri 

to Scoiby over e longer np4dMcwion Abbot last tima, maynttbesuiedby thissmrvtna 
and finishad behmd Roshaan Bridga m an onh pobiMO-poML He musi o an o eae my setec 
bon I7ta today, ronminnruuf. truth ol 14 to Tod Jwrtn at Newton Abbot, wesa Ov 
appornmwnt si Rwer W^e's Sbatftsd ran tan bme. whde HgMhHNeMMMlWber Rtagdoas 
not tank ed that keen and a an unknown quantity on ihe porn! Ind itogHa baa tolriy 
but wd do wel id rWV 12st. wtsle My M» ta Dooria* was puWd up oi Equny 1 Darting's 
race having won a Hereford teBer and may atso hare enough wagpt. 

SatocOea; RDSKEEN BMDGE 

I A on I R E SASSOON MSMORML HUNTERS CHASE (CUSS H) 
£1^50 added 3m Penalty Value £1,131) 

1 ll/uuy. AV0SWR N*4) |C0) [R G Riwe® Mai C Sanden 10 12 7 JBtB»Mtadk(5) 

2 QMU20- rw iPO CI 01)(atAreiieO w «eo*fMnw)n»*8MwD&aaai212 7MrWBaW«a(7) 

3 iR2R3F FnHAIBIMENT(Bg7)|B8Ms Vk*nlntoCllainl2127^-lBrAHitai(7)8 

4 0P5W- CMMUNBHOWmPUPliNnTftsBwdlDrPPifttodMlj?— 4>rPPtBchwd(7) 

5 218511- H0UAM} HOUSE (301] (C0)(E KngV PCMtsnpll 12 7 NBCVIpan 

6 W1Q1- (MBIIHE EDGE (272} 88 BXrenMrSporinXC faring 11 12 7_Mr5Sfo*™f(7) 

7 362360- VCOira-DEVNUIOW{U«(to8HWlNGtaUPNkMhl213T_J*TMkMn 

8 W23I2- AMDGUS mt) (3SX Ptato Ban Roban 6*9120 WC«M|7) 

9 D25SB- CAStUEBAV 1AD raM Mchsd Apdeby) Udael Appcby 14 12 0 WHWytorO) 

10 4- GBmE5neE(33qa.JBowna«MsSWairlll20 » A War (71 

11 2/im- OQUMllLKaiXt30I)mtCCowngmw«MtDQato9120 — 3»PHato«(W 

12 (H I- MAJOR IUC (BN) (DLlMstoDVOeoa 10 120 Hr S Dock (7) 

13 QOOOO BimpBR(PMlbwM»»*SPTCMBleyT115 ■ _ MwCtoMeyff} 

-13*cbnd- 

dBN& 7-4 Hogaad Hwita, 1-2 Cofcrtll K<%, 4-1 Vlcimpt da Vakoost. 13-2 Owr Tie fAf*. 8-1 
Aamtar, 14-1 RRhAMndncay 18-lAMdeei, 20-1 FMtam, BB-IoUms 
19«c Hoferd House 10 11 7 M-C Vgcw 2-1 IP Champ) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

HOLLAND HOUSE ma left with an easy task n tha raoe last year after a couple of Ms man 
rtrata took the wtong mm He *1 nohlng wrong Mierwanls, bnansig a cternable 6tth to 
Ekwnt Lord atChaftanham, bawtngCoome HH a head at Chspstowand tanring a marathon 
race bach at Cheltenham by aewn lengths ton Hermes Harvest (FMago odechofn. HoF 
land House has the pound u sut and ihouid gat the season off to a 9»d sarL OotaoM 
Kely gMordy aslv as the thad In ihe Chettanham FbXMmur but er*inda successful sea- 
eon ottwMsa, wmnmg a petal ai Hmeheadi and hu*er chases « Newbury end SoutnweU 
in addlban to ItnsMng second » Wtomp m a nowce evem « Atoae. He wM urn races ms 
season. Dear The Edge, winner ol Wrap points and two burner erases, ai Sandosm and 
foftesione, bs year, has Ihe atMnlagi! of a recent run. having been a close second to 
Sunriy Mount In an open at Marta Tey. Ou-and-oui siayer Vkoropt De Vabnont shoMd do 
vrel hthn sphere and « another vw« aurud by usunggnuntL SaiaciJaa: H0UAND HOUSE 

fc7C|l LEVY BOARD INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS 
L^__J H) £1^00 added 2m UQyds Penalty Vshia £1^19 

1 1 £UBADUFFM0U.(99HiatiiDiggan)NTHain-Daws&ll& CUsacWa 

2 BgOOKBEEfIhs5aailtaliw4*]lNGasefce5114 — WMmtaa 

3 D MMTCMliEGEDME (13) (H J AW J Bed Q U 4 H-paKaaOsm 

4 HCAD UY HAIO (Dne ft*n) P Ctomingi 6 11 4 J* urn 

5 MNM0UIHMU’MtVRWMenPChemnp5 114 BMW 

8 MUAUAF{UaAmtoxlrMM&Ama>w5114 lAMcQstty 

7 PAPBnMCE 00} (W H Ukyt A HobtE 5 U 4 l»Ca*b(7l 

8 4 RASAK(21)tta)yHaiws)LS*Hme5114 RDwascady 

9 32 R0tM.P0TBLAQL(13) PF) nine) P Hotbs6 114. fitarresy 

10 . BB BKGTOtraitora0sMeyiPHeiVr61013 MOkatn(T) 

11 OUEHBUMBIB R T S toffiM) A hsney 5 10 13 XWetatfs 

12, 3 C8ACMM JAKE (UQ (Emc HorWnon) J Mom 4 10 8 WMtfMwd 

13 IWBECmtllAAiangAJnnBAlflB -SCumn 

14 0 WEB MOTH (21) WnwyCTiO** BrowilT Hnl* 108 - DSqoas 

*Kdsdwad- 

BEXIMta 94 IMa*. 3-L Oeoarir UeB, IM BoyW PM Bbcb, M Cradna Jsla. IK Braoh Bm. 
16-1 Baba Gray, Hold My Hm, 20-1 Hcssnoufli Way, Papstydnce. 2M oChw* 

1998: Boigore Man 6 11 2 G ttedsy 94 U OStSl 17 ren 


MarteB Grand National Ha 


Chase (4m 4 


Nona ilre^N.-M^f l< . Coral .MMRare HM LadbroMt* Tufa 

DvMaftyw .'l.inminr •I' 1 '.. 

MtorHsHrH L 1 . *.■ t 3>-t 

CeeHnl *1 Bsnsr l”^ . . »■* .25-1 _ 2S1 .29-1 

ydas^ Hi M •:**!«* jnrilTO-. .Ml 25-1 ' . 35-1 

ffT-Tirlitrit J .*_*• " 1. . 1 • < 40-1 

qw *awta r Pa luc M^paliHw . 33-1.. .. .’•■I 

NajMiae Ud VK J Wimm-JOsirah' . 33-.1 :■« ! . . 331 33 1 

OMOWMBI ON Denn«T<M84lu _..!■» 1. .18-1. ... 3*-t. .. !—l 

Hwnn (1 Fcralw ICK(4ei 20.1. .7 1 25-1. "I 

Arebah espreaa.’N.Htwflwan I0u4m> 33 1 40-1. . Xl 1 .'*> 

tOtTgOfllm BMesj* L 1 Vtonn- l<Js , 4'i.i_5p:l. . _ . in J . 2-j 1 

taa Or.WM .P McOw ltKtihi ?>1 .’M . .2^1 33-1 

Le SMMMM .1 Tale !0sl4ib>. .38-1 111 M J . 14 1 

Irttafs ITaiifn » ;■ "TI-r-i.Trr - -- _50;1_ lU . . 50-1 . £0 1 

Sway Buy C BrooSv 1 CKr3fl- 13-1 . _ . 2S-1 . . . _ . 1 . 1 

rcelliwsilnWa* l * TTirT 1 — _ J'’’ ‘ _ 13.1. HI 40-1 

Asaw. Aswan jM t^rrnrho. lrmjib.i 2l);l __28:l ... _.1U. , 25-1 

MMNftjQi^; Pi^>rhtwT Ou 1 <h> 2*:1 .ill. .. .701... j-c t 

to c hb eantjcunoe jG ge*vrn>-. ifK:1j»' J‘. : 1 .. _.33-l 75 1 _ 33-1 

Bhhopu HWKH Or B’MrtreadlCKrtfb- . tl 1 31-1. 40-1 40-1 

Encore Un Peu-M Pipe. 1 CM ' 10-1 18-1 U1 14-1 

Lord .OyOw«a..S_Bmp)^Ti«^ 3Ds» jai ... 20-1 . . .!••.! 1^1 

Wyhta HMa .A L I.Mnon<Kt 13BJI . . .2S-1 25-1 .’l» 1 IV- 1 

Tittan Twwnt ,Q PrrMrds»{13ihi 33 t _ jp i . 4')1 . .. 50-1 

FMtnsjR Basbr*.9stl3ihi 3.M :U.t. _ . . J" 1 .... 90:1 

Dartre Dture - Simon r ariaaniJff.) 75-1, _.?M_ ._33-l. .33-1 

Acaan ln iMrs J Bnunaa^am) 80-1 il 1 . . 331 .-3 1 

raparin f Wnltb [11iL.J.I?h^gs!.13ta|. _25 1 . _ .IM.. . :V1 _ 33 : 1 

C orotnarctal Ar tist iN 501 IBM. 100-1 .100:1 

Mbtwr Abbey iQHrtabaitf95ll1tt>' 00;1 33.1. . . ,0O-.l_ .SM 

SsuJBfa Baud i Mrs J PWman**i10lbi ?6_1 . ,33-1 33-1. . :“‘..t 

MawCe IM M oms. l fta9&> 2S ; 1 75 1. 25.-1 . 28-1 

Owwrei Comma nd <fi R Khnrtta^aBiiu 3 3-1 _ .75 I . . . . .70-1 75 1 

Mtda««0#a*.i^ . _» (. . .33 1 40-1 

Brereri Pteu (N Gaa^ SsfSlb) SOI 40-1 ,M . . _ 

Co M*Mc U O'ShM-tteab. 33J 331 X\ l. . .40-1 

Oaoai*lltotoiT_ForeJ»c9st8tal. _ 2S-1 25-1 .70-1 25-1 

CenaswBgew Mrw ID Nd»bt»1ta »8lw SQ-1 AJ 50-1 50-1 

Ctasno* iH Baif.-.ltatrini 88- 1 50-1 88-1. _ 66-1 

V Mtant Wentor iM Hanm ontl9sT tan 50-t _h0. 1 . . . •«>- 1 .68-1 

NB: only 40 can ran. Other entries and beat price*: DM Bridge i^ A lunvi! 0..\SUy, 
66-1 (0,1}; Into Tha Rad iMrs M RewleyftUHttii 40-1 (L, TU Toogood To Ba True 
(T Eastefbyi9st3tb' 50-1 (I, D; Tima For A Run IE 0 Crj3r <w.«n 25-1 (C, H. u TV 
Sir Pater Uty (M Hammord '9a3Ilj'. B8-1 01; KttasMn .H A'onyv iiH3)h' 5a 1 (U 
Pashto IN HendPTson‘9st3B>i 8S-1(L.T); M a ster P o st on iRWrt«illK)u .c1> tJlb> 68-1 
(C, H, L, TTs tones Pig* Ip N*hoBi*Ki2Jbi 100-1 iC. u T): Ftawmz Seal -alt 
M oorei9si3to) 86-1 (H. U Tfc Co Oo ffeltent ;F Suthrrwul LUTta' 50-1 rTV, Snaight 
TMk Ip tedwfc-aaabi 88-1 (C, IX Nwatiw IP FahySHUnt* Bai lU: BmSwy star 
(J Gftora9$t2to! loai (U; Northern Hide iM SrtjnanD-Ji 401 (U TJ: Parsons 
Boy (6 Rchanb9st) 33-1 (H, TJ; AD For Luck IM Pipe, A.H 3ia- 100-1 |C); Mudahsm 
(Mrs J PBman 85.021b) Sal (C. 1); Taming Trtc tD JishMsuifiJO.- 5a 1 (C. LA 
Stater Steohenta iG VcCouaB'AlTviii 6fri Oil Wvar Mandate -.T f jr:- i S,«7ihi 
Bai 0, 17; Giangs Breda iN Twisrcm-Dattt-sSfflirib' 100-1 (CM Here Ta Ihfe* 0* 
NcnoOs.'BstlTIb- 100-1 (C, LK McGregor The TbM -G Rjcn.mt.s::i7:Q- GO-1 tU: 
EreasgeBcn (M P)peSsUDB>i 100-1 (!>; Back Bar ia L 1 u.w Hiiimb' 66-1 |C. U 
T); I— ttn wres w w t g rD NKhofsooSalOlbl 6ailH,L,U; Body's Boy fl 1 . BrM. • 

loai [C, L); Mlrecta Man tC W'c«tan8s 1 JM»i sai tiy, Dakvns Bay iN i#ri.*< 
Dav*s.sa9fti 66-1 (7); ScrthMariG McCounSsISbi loai IH.TJ; Cefttc Abbey iMr. 
C Han*ngBBsi7lbi 100-1 (CJ; nreh t h c rUi iC 7D>i 100-1 iC, L TJ; Madnere 
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(C, U 17: Samloo rP HobbiBsi7tai 15ai (C, U*. PImOc Sparwage On f : **• 
150-1 (C. T); Over The Stream <M«s M UinicanBaMn. 200-1 lUs Don't UgM Up 
i Mss V Will arc BstTlb' 200-1 (CJ; Brare Buccaneer iA lumt-ii Jiila- 68-1 iC. H 
L 1J; tug Or Peace IG BdrinaSsn isai (C. U; Ptak Gin iM Mur^rv-mi ?,t> 20ai 
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WORLD CUP, GROUP TWO QUALIFIER: England v Italy, Wembley, 8pm tonight 


\ •* *. VV-itr" 
■— ?, **- 


Where the game will be won and lost 



Don Howe talks to 
Glenn Moore 
about who will 
prevail In the key 
tactical battles in 
tonight's match 



T he most dicey area for the 
Italians is the goalkeeping. In 
the last few months I have 
seen some horrendous goalkeeping 
mistakes in Saw A. Angelo P&ruzzi, 
who is expected to play tonight, has 
made some of them. 

We know what goalkeepers are 
like and it is possible he will go out 
there and play out of his skin but it 
must be a worry for them. 

They also have a problem in de- 
fence. Cesare Maldini has come in 
as coach and it looks like he will play 
a spare defender at the back. But 
in recent years top Italian sides, like 
Milan and Juventus. have been 
playing zonal back fours, like we al- 
ways used to. They have now run out 
of sweepers. 

Christian Panucci has been sug- 
gested as one but I’ve never seen him 
play sweeper. He’s usually a right- 
back but. though be is good on the 
ball, his weakness is his defending. 
He would be a good wing-back. 

Paolo Maldini is another posable 
sweeper who is a wonderful wing- 
back. He would also be excellent at 
the leftside of a back three; he could 
break from there as well. 

Ciro Ferrara played sweeper 
against Northern Ireland last month 
but it is almost certain he will mark 
Alan Shearer. He has been the 
most outstanding centre-back in 
Italian football these last few years. 

This will not worry Alan. He will 
work him and work him. He knows 
at some point in the 90 minutes he 
will get away, maybe it will be a head- 
er at the far post, or a dart at the 
near. And when he does, that is his 
chance to score. Ferrara knows that 
too. 




these could well deckle thegame and Glenn will 
hare been working hard on diem- England teams 
aJwaystdo. 

I think we have more chance of scoring from 
them than tht^ do, as we did in the Euro % semi- 
final against Germany when Shearer pnt us ahead 


early on from a well-worked .corner (pictured 
above). - ‘ 

If we get aU our big gars up dkaci aH did cen- 
tre-backs. at comers and fre-^- kicks, we could 
put them under a lot of pressure. Their goal- 
keepers are not the best at corr iugoiif and catch- 


ing crosses: They may bawe Zola takmg"tSfcir . 

kicks- but 1 wd hirw Beckham, • - .... 

: . Zdla can deliver free-kicks anywhere and we in. 

have to be wcUTchcarscd. At Eurv 96 Stiiarf-y^-- hc'scbrCd jtgrCTl w , 

Fbiice wasgjven responsibility its decide wbctlra--* last wek.'. 5 

to drop batxcai the goalline at frcc-kicks and be' \ 




Again they have more problems than 
us. If Paul Ince is fit, Glenn’s prob- 
lem is whether to play Gazza or 
Steve Me Man am an as the one who 
breaks from midfield. David Barty 
and Ince have been so solid he will 
want to keep them together. 

If Ince does not make it Batty will 
have to play a more central role. 
Jamie Redknapp could come in. 
Whenever he has played in 
international football he has looked 
the part. 

They are also veiy solid. They 
will have Deraetno Albertini, 
Roberto Di Matteo and Dino Bag- 
gio. Albertini is young but very 
disciplined: Baggio can get for- 


ward. It will be tough in midfield. 

There is no one like the wonder- 
ful Giancark) Antognoni there - but 
they have Gianfranco Zola 
instead. 





Zola is the problem. He will drift 
around. Does Glenn go man-for-man 
or does he decide we have enough 
ability to pick him up wherever fie 
goes? He is die best player I have seen 
at drifting wide of the back three and 
getting behind the pusbed-tn full- 
back. I would man-mark him with 
Gareth Southgate or Sol Campbell 
stepping out of the back three to do 
it. 

I think Inbrfrio JRavanelli wOl lead 


the line. He's a better finisher than 
Pierluigi Casiraghi and bette.t on the 
floor. Casiraghi is better in the air. 
He is also good aL pressing;:he will 
chase defenders. 

Then there is Alessandro Del 
Piero. They say he cannot pU.y in the 
same side as Zola - is that Cesare 
Maldini playing a dummy? < 

In goal we do have the better qual- 
ity in David Seaman. ' 



Both sides will have good players on 
the bench. We may have Les Fer- 
dinand and probably eitben Gazza 
or McManaman. They may have Del 
Piero and Ravanelli or Casiraghi. 

They will be part of the pi finning. 


If Glenn starts without Ferdinand, 
he knows he can put him on to give 
the Italians a new problem if we have 
got into the middle of the second half 
without a goal. 

He may spring a complete surprise 
and play 1 McManaman off Shearer 
with freedom tc go at defenders. It 
is not a bad idea - he does his best 
work for Liverpool when he finds 
space in the inside-left spot. 

It has been difficult for Glenn to 
plan. When Arrigo Sacchi was man- 
ager of Italy you knew exactly how 
they would play. Now he only has 
one game to go on. But 
Maldini has only had one game to 
work with his players. 

Neither coach will find it easy to . 
change things. I could understand 
Glenn trying to get Wembley to pat 
a bench dose to the pitch. It is one 
of the most difficult places to get 


messages on. Shouting at the play- 
ers makes no impression at all. 




1 - the 

■ 'j 

-crowd 

1'S 

’ •’ ' ■*" A’ ■ ; 4 ‘ 



It will be a super atmosphere, just 
like Euro 96. There could be one sig- 
nificant difference, though. One of 
the nice things about the*Lummer is 
that l never thought the crowd 
were nervous. I have a feeling they 
will realise that tonight’s a bit dif- 
ferent, that this is a Wc»rid Cup qual- 
ifying campaign and we have to win. 

I would hope they wiQ still have that 
sense of enjoying themselves because 
tbeir mnod can affect the pbyeft. Glenn 
will be telling the players to'be patient, 
the crowd wfll be wonting an eariygoul 
but they will hove to be'paiieni too. 


Conclusion 


A draw will be a good resuttforftalv: ‘ 
Thev have that fast gametdeorne m 
Italy. We have to take.the game ta- 
Uretn. -■’■-i 

It won’t be ahigh scaring match brit 1 
it is a bard one id call. It looks like ai 
draw but we now have players wfcfe. 
can get usa goat Shearer, Ferdinand* 
BecVhamEngJand tvfwm 1-0.“ - 1 : 
Dun HtiwewwHem Gm^vodsm- 
mtanmiien Enyfandbcai Italy intffc. 
1978 World Cup qualifier, and Bobby > 
Robson s assistaniwhen llte£uteiitit& 
1990 finals. He toux Terry%frables' . 
assistant during riie&tmpwCkani- r 
piuuship and is now Jhelfofball 
Association !v technical coordinator 
ffmvtiho aamiatia&un 
ball for Channel 9: 


Muster wipes out his bad memories 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Dubai 

Thomas Muster thoroughly en- 
joyed his first-round match at 
the Dubai Open last night, 
which was a picnic in an oasis 
compared to his experience 
here a year ago. 

On that occasion the Austri- 
an arrived as the newly elevat- 
ed world No 1, jet-lagged after 
a Davis Cup tie in South Africa 
which had been prolonged by 
rain, and lost in the first round 
against Sandon Stollc. a “lucky 
loser" from the qualifying. 

The match had been prefaced 
by insults from the .Americans 
Fete Sampras and .Andre Agas- 
si concerning Muster’s right to 


be recognised as No 1 after win- 
ning all but two of his titles on 
clay courts. Muster probably 
would have taken greater ex- 
ception to their remarks had he 
been wider awake after arriving 
from Johannesburg at 5am. 

Yesterday, rested and prop- 
erly prepared. Muster ac- 
counted for Sweden's Tomas 
Nydahl. 64. 6-3. in 81 minutes. 
The .Austrian No 2 seed will now- 
play Martin Sinner, the German 
qualifier who eliminated 
Britain's Tim Henman on Mon- 
day night. 

Henman was not the only one 
to make a regrettable departure. 
The Moroccan doubles team of 
Karim Alami and Hicham 
Arazi was disqualified by the 
British umpire. Gem- Arm- 
strong, famed for showing John 


McEnroe the door at the 1990 
Australian Open. 

Arazi was warned for ball 
abuse at the end of the first set 
against Pablo AJbano, of Ar- 
gentina. and Sweden’s Peter Ny- 
hoig. Alami was given a penalty 
point for racket abuse at 15-30 
in the last game and again at the 
end of the game. 

Their opponents, who were 
leading 64. 6-7. 6-5, were 
awarded the match - and Ala- 
mi and Arazi were automatically 
disqualified from the singles as 
well of the doubles, losing a to- 
tal of S10.630 (f 6 . 0 00 ) each, 
with a fine to come. 

The two “lucky losers" to 
benefit are the Czech David 
Rikl. who replaces Alami 
against Slolle. and Hendrik Jan 
Davids, of the Netherlands, 


who plays Italy’s Renzo Furlan 
in place of Arazi 

Henman did manage to 
make a good impression, in 
spite of losing in the first round 
of the doubles as well as the sin- 
gles. The British No 1 at least 
can boast the distinction of be- 
coming the first player to have 
his handprints set in plaster, 
Hollywood fashion, for the cre- 
ation of a “tennis walk of fame" 
at the Dubai Tennis Stadium. 

This act of faith in Hen- 
man's future was followed by 
the laying on of hands by the 
Spaniard Carlos Moya, anoth- 
er bright prospect, along with 
the handprints of four estab- 
lished performers. Boris Beck- 
er, Goran Ivanisevic, Richard 
Krajicek and Thomas Muster. 
The prints will be placed in a 


granite star outside the Royal 
Enclosure. 

Becke r was the only player to 
experien x difficulty, chiefly be- 
cause thu plaster in his tray had 
begun to set. The German was 
again frustrated after moving to 
a second- trav before eventual- 
ly succeeding in three sets. 

Henman caused a slight stir 
while practising making his 
prints. Hfe inadvertently put his 
hands on the frame, which 
tipped ahd splashed wet plaster 
over a press officer. 

Life cd the court continued 
to be rai her more complicated 
for Henman, who partnered fat 
Cash to .a defeat in the doubles 
against David Nainkin. of South 
Africa, iand Dutchman Rogier 
Wassem 7-6. 4-6. 64. 

Results, Digest, page 23 


New designer 
for Ferrari 

Motor racing 


The former Bcnctlon designer 
Roiy Byrne will take over from 
John Barnard as chief design- 
er at Ferrari next week. 

Bvme. who served Benetton 
for more than a decade, left the 
team late last year and was 
thought to have "taken early re- 
tirement. He and Rrrari's re- 
cently appointed technical 
director, Ross Brawn, were seen 
as the creative force at Benetton 
in recent years. Brawn also left 
Benetton in December and 
joined Ferrari early this year. 

Barnard, the successful 
McLaren designer in the late 
19S0s, is understood to be in- 
terested in working with Alain 
Prost, who wants to buy Ugier. 


Goulding to stay 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


The Sl Helens captain. Bobbie 
Goulding. has delighted the 
club by withdrawing his trans- 
fer request. 

The Saints board met yes- 
terday to discuss Goul ding's 
apparent determination to seek 
a move if the club would not im- 
prove his contract, but the 
scrum -half forestalled that 
meeting by asking the directors 
to cancel his request. 

Eric Ashton, the St Helens 
chairman, said the dub had not 
placated Goulding by agreeing to 
pay him any extra money and that 
Goulding had given no indication 
of why he had changed his mind. 

Goulding. who has already, at 
the age of 25. played for Wigan, 


Leeds and Wldncs, was Saints’ 
key figure in winning the double 
of Challenge Cup and Super 
League last year, but was sent off 
in the Cup victory over Wigan on 
Saturday and faces a League dis- 
ciplinary committee tomorrow. 

Wigan's directors were last 
night discussing Newcastle's 
£750.000 bid for Va’aiga Tuig- 
amala. The former All Black is 
widely expected to return to 
rugby union this week. 

St Helens. Wigan. Carlisle 
and Dudley Hill are all to face 
a League sub-committee on 
Friday over brawls in their Cup- 
ties last weekend. 

The televised fifth-round tie 
on 22 Febnuuy is to be the Lon- 
don Broncos' match - againsr 
Bradford Bulls, which wili be 
played aiThe Stoop, their new 
home this season. 



TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

’ 30 unless stated 

WORLD CUP GROUP TWO 

England Y Italy (8.01 — . 

tat Wembtet StaOumi 

GROUP SIX 

Spain » Malta (9 JO} . 

ist Jc&> Rfco Pemr staeflum. AHcantei. 

EUROPEAN UNDER-2X CHAMPIONSHIP 

GROUP TWO 

EH0and v Italy (BJ) 

ter As*ron Sara. Bristol} 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

FRESHER DIVISION 

Raitfi Rovers v Mothonml 

FIRST DIVISION 

FaSdrk v Airdrie — 

SECOND DIVISION 

Brechin v Hamilt on 

THRU DIVISION 

Afelonv Alloa 

East StMngv Arbroath — 

Ross County « hwameos CT 


WELSH CUn Quarterfinal replay: Cwmbran 
TOwn v Hofy w*s Tbvm. 

LEAGUE Ol- WALES Gflbert League Ctv 
Quarter-Mot second-lee Bangor City iOj 
v Rhyl tOi: tlawnarton Twvn ID v Llansamf- 
fraid il) IT. 45}: Inter Catrfe-Tef Cardiff ill v 
Barry Town -*3) (7.301: Ton Pentre 10) v New- 
town 101 IT .301. 

PRESS ANT J JOURNAL MGHLAND LEAGUE 

H unity » Fh iserbuign; F«ti v Ctacnnacua- 
tin: Losaer. wuth v Fori wufem: Roches v& 
gin cny. i 

WMSTONbJEAD KENT LEAGUE: Hytne UUJ 
v Heme BatirSheopey WO v Chatham Town. 
SCREWFDi.DWECT LEAGUE Prendw Oi- 
visaon: BraSngton v Caine Tbwn. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Fist Di- 
vision: Mils- Oak v Sefcey i7.15>. 
UHLSPOOTj IMtsd Counties League Pro- 
uder Dhriakan: Bourne v Bosun Town. 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier D>- 
wstar Suo uy Ttwn v funree unt iv&seeh 
Town v Bunl Town ra.Ol. 


PONTTNS LEAGUE Prendw Dnfstoiu livor- 
Dod v Leeds UKI r?.0i. Rrrt OMsIon: Hud- 
dersfiekl Town v Woherhampwn Wanderers 
(7.0>: MtOdiesCmugh v Aston Vida i7.0i: Ron 
Vaie « Country Cty (7.0). S e co nd OMsIon: 
Bamdw v Mansfield Tomi (7.0); Bradford City 
« Vorv. on it jQr. SMewasnv Tow\ v Ruhar- 
hareuto 1 7.0) League Cup Groigj One: itvf 
nam Airteoc v Cartoto UW 1 7 .01 : Wigan Uhteiic 
v Burnley u.Oi. Greta Three Wterfam v Man 
Chester Crtv i7.0t. Group Four Lincoln City 
v ChesQrfieU 1 7 01. Group Flvo: Leicester Cily 
v Walsall (7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION First 
Division: Charttan Athletic v Arsenal <2.0> tat 
Welting Uttfl: Portsmouth v Norwich City 
i7.0):Sn3nseaajvEhsWR(wrsf3.0l:Ciy5- 
ta Pa»a» vCanfiff City [2.0) <&Ptou&i Lanai. 

Rugby Union 

ANOLO-WELSH CUP Pool 28: Treorchy v 
Saracens 17.0). 

CLUB MARSHES: Qrfad University v The Army 
iZ30): Blackheam v Lougiu»rou#i Students 
•7 JO); RugDyv Royal Air Force (7.30). 


WEE KEN P FI XTU R Ej S. A N. D P O O LS I^Q-R E^C 


NatKmvMe Football League 
First Division 

1 Gnirretjy v Huddersfield.... - Jl 

2 Norwich v Was l Bromwich _..l 

3 Oxford UW t> OMtiem j 

4 Pan Vate * Ipswich 1 

5 Southend • Suite j 

S WtUves v Crystal Pataca ..i 

Aba playing loot on coupons): Bohon v Shef- 
field United. Citatum v Barnsley. 

FA Cup 0«t on coupons): feu* round: Bteh- 
bum v Coventry. Fifth round: ftrammam v 
Wrexham. Chesterfield v Notniwhom Forest, 
Leeds v Fortsmotm. Manctes&Cdyv Males- 
braugh. Wimbledan v Queen's Park Ranearc. 
Smoffr- Bradtwd Crtr v Ehiffietd Wednesday. 
Lewesic* v Chelsea. 

FA Garffag Prerater ah ip (not on coupcne]: 
De«*r West Ham. Tottenham v Araenai. 

Second Dhlskw 

7 Bournemouth , Burnley -....J 

8 BrtSM) fteer* v Luton Jt 

9 CrewBvWataB j 

14 kUiwau » Harhemam 

liNwaCoutwMBieuqxvji- .2 

12 Ptymoutn v Bury jt 

12 Preston vWycomhe.. - _l 

14 Stockpon * Sruewaaay _._.i 

ISVork vOdOieham. jt 

Also oiay*n® (not on coupon}: RnertxeDvgh 
v Bnstol Cay. 

Third DhrlsJou 

18 Carlisle v Brighton..... i 


c> IJ52* 


17 OanTiglfln • Somtherpe j 

12 Dotrcasttn v BatneL jc 

19 Fulham v W>Hetn 1 

20 hafleooor v Torquay _...l 

21 Mull » Easier _._1 

22 leytnn Otient v Camoryf^e Jt 

23 Mansfiew v Lmcoih._ x 

24 RoehdaW v Northampton ...* 

25 S«onseo| v Scartwough 1 

Friday: CctetestarUUv Chester Otv. Sunday: 
Hetekjrt Utdl v Cardiff City. 

CM Vauadiall Co n fe re nce 

26 Dow v Brems^fm© ...,i 

27 FemhoroL^i , SiaytjTdge „ 1 

28 GatMhead v Hednesfetd _...2 

29 Halildx V l^aIh City 1 

30 KaXkvm^atE? v Attnnchdm X 

31 Maodestsad v Rusnden & Diamonds _. 1 

32 Morecarrtx * totaling 2 

33 Skwgh v/hionnwicn ...jt 

34 SwwnagnvKenenr^... l 

35 Tetloid virteyes i 

Nao ptoiintlmA on oaqous): Wcteigv South- 
port. f 

Ids Leafgoe Preufer Division 

36 En6od v L 3ieraejr _i 

37 Harrow vfHitchn 1 , 

38 KejteMB)) v Dulwich j 

39 Stames «l Dagenham & Red&ridee 3 

40 Sutton Utd v St Albans Jt 

4iyMcfinBtrBremiey ..J,l 

42 reovii v lOBgaunon i 


*>«> Ptaymg (not on coupons): Aytesbuiy v 
Grays: BiSfuro's Siartfow ir Hendon: Borehan 

Wood v Orshaitcn. 

Tonmirts Scottlsb Cup 
Fourth round 

43 Ovde v KJmamach ...JC 

44 Motherwell v Katidtan _1 

45 Hangeri « East Fife - _1 

Afco ptoymp (not <X1 tOupono): Sf xtei v Ram 

Roiert. F.Vkm v IXjnfermlre, MorttnvDundoo. 
Sunday: Means vOutdeo United. Monday: H- 
bflmvln kiXuc. 

BelTs Scottish League 
Second Division 

4« Sumhousemua vAyf- 3 

M** imw on coupon#): Rrat DMstor 

Cfirtsank v St Mbm. Second DMmm: Beneck 
v Queen of the South. 

Third Division 

47 Altxon Rove is v Inverness CT jj 

48 Cowdenfteetn v Queen s Park- J. 

49 East Stiffing v Foitar 3 

4I*a Ftaywg (not on coupon*): Monira* v 
AdJioam. Rose County v Aloe. 

Fore draws: Gnmsdv v Hudderofiald. BnstM 
Hiwers V Luton. MansfiaW v Unwin, Sutton Ufd 
v Sl At cans. 

fivo awaye Swke Cny. Blackvool. Cambndgi: 
Uffl. Dukmct, Hamlet. Ayr. 

Ton homos: Norwich. Wo*»a$. Crime. Suek- 
ooit. Futiam. Kwdenwnsiar. Memow. Mother 
well. Bungpru. Cowdencmatn. 
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NlCftJJUXBURY 

■£--■. . 

irs were having a tough 
^St^xfay, with CHd- 
-parting company 
lOraham Sharp and 
' barring Bobby Robson 
- lo improve results or 
;suitcase.. 

j and Iris -No 2, Colin 
. y, resigned after consid- 
ering their portion following 
the 3-0 defeat against Grimsby 
on Saturday. The result left Old- 
ham bottom of the First Divi- 
sion and led to a '45-nmrate 
inquest in jl locked dressing- 
room after the. final whistle. .• 

*^fe uTHterstand their reasons 
for itesigningand there sum ac- 
rimony. an either side,” a club 
spokesman said. 

The former Everton duo 
took -over in November J994 
from Joe Royle, who ironically 
quit the La tics to become the 
manner at Goodison Park. 

Andy Ritchie, the former 
Oldham striker now playing 
for. Scarborough, is the sup- 
porter’ dmice to takeover but 
he may face opposition from 
Jimmy NkboH, who was sacked 
by MiDwaU on Monday and Ne3 
V&riipck;, shown the door aiPIy- 
morith Argyte last week. 

The departure lounge at 
Barcelona airport could soon 
see Robson passing throu gh 
clutching a one-way ticket. Hie 
former En gland manage r had * . 
five-hour meeting with dub of- 
ficiate yesterday at which he was 
told to start winning games, be- 
ginning against Racing de San- 
tander this weekend. 

*Tm aware that people may 
be looking for a culprit, but I'm 
not afraid that that culprit may 
be me,”' said Robson, whose 
team trail leaders Real Madrid • 


by eight points. A gap too wide 
for Barcelona, who are said to 

lav Ivic or the club’s 
trainer. Carles Roach, for the 
test of the seas o n while they step 
up negotiations to land the 
Ajax, manager, Luis van GaaL 
Blackburn Rovers, who wit- 
be momtoriagtfce Robson nttr 
nation carefully, have beende- 
jected by Maxdc Citko. The 
PoKsh striker, in a sudden dis- 
play of Bltrcdsm, cited person- 
al issues aifoloyaliyfor for 
down a £2- 75m pansier 
staying with Widzew Lodz. “I 
am slaying with the d«h to 
which! owe so much,” he said. 

“I an not doocerned with fi- 
nancial matters.” 

Arsenal have dismissed ne- 
ports emanating from Italy that 
they had offered £7m for the 
Lazio sndker.Gagqrpe Signori, 
bur confirmed that mey arc; 
ning to extend Highbury's 3i 
capacity. IsSngtcsiCoimca are to 
carry out a feasibility study. 

The Reading keeper, Bobby 
Mttbafiov, w31 not play again this 
season after a scan confirmed 

<wnrti» Kpm«tfitimiiy tohlS 

left knee. The Bulgarian inter- 
national, 34 today, was injured 
in a collision with Scott Sellars 
during Saturday’s 3-2 victory at 
Bolton Wanderers, 

A supporter, Rob Emery, is 
to seek £200 compensation 
from the Football League in 
what is seen by many as a test 
case. He maintains that Norwich 
City's match, at Tranmere 
Rovers last month should nev- 
er have started because of fog. 
Emery, who endured a nine- 


Norfolk yet saw little of Nor- 


hour, 500-mile round trip from 

wich’s 3-fdefeat, is demanding 
reimbursement for his time and 
travelling. 


Scimeca’s incentive 



Cork now 
raring to 
go after 
‘off game’ 


Cricket 


Riccaido Sdmeca, Aston VEa’s 
England Under-21 central de- 
fender, has been gjveqan added 
incentive to thwart Italy’s am- 
bitkms of qualifying for the Eu- 
ropean Championship when 
the two cbuntriesxneet m Group 
Two at Ashton Gate today. - 

For Riccardo’s Italian-born 
father, Benedetto, has promised 
to give up smoking after 38 years 
if his son manages to score his 
first goal for England Under-21 
in what is an important top-of- 
the-table encounter. England 
head the group by a point from 
Itafy.wbo have a game in hand. 

Sameca Jnr, who captains the 
side for the first time, had the 
chance to break that du ck in 


Athletics 

International asHadcs officials Daws 
launched an investigation Into a fight 
which broke out when a drug tester tried 
to take urine samples trorn Greek ath- 
letes in Germany last week. The Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic Federation 
said yestenlay It was studying a report 
from one of Hsdrug testers, who afletfs 
he was pushed about by an an^y Greek 
coach when he was trying lo cany out- - 
random training tests ln Dortmund. The 
doping official was unable to tide WJ 
nine samples for analysis aid the Geek 
athletes could face a four-year ban if 
they am found grty of hawr® refused 
to pi»Me them - the equholent of fatt- 
ing positive for banned substances un- 
der 1AAF rules. 

Zola Ptetaree, the two-tfrne former 
world champion, tmB aim to complete 
a hat-trick In next month's World Crass- 
countiyChamplcrei^inlt^PieJwse 

- who won the title as a teenage 2tta 
Sudd running for Britain In 1984 and 
3985 - has been named in the South 
African squad to contest the event fo 
Turin on 23 Man*. . 
nv&*unoWM»QBMm ^(6e noe,iU 
ai w iiwi muBk Me«r BOm harttoc 1 A 
PutWartltO 7.756BG 2 P fairtn {Rl 7.7ft 
3 G^undmsn fNon 7^6. twMJuai W IV 
MettiyshM (Rus) 756m; 2 E Bsngue IB} 


England’s last home intema- 
tionfll against Poland in Octo- 
ber; .bmJra penalty wig ssryed. 
in tbe goafiess draw at Mo- 
KhemL The ®ciliaii-borh' 
Bened ett o said: “I am serious 
aboutfflvingupthfcdffiirettesif 
Rkcardo scores.” 

England have included two 
new caps in the midfield pair- 
ing of Arsenal's Stephen I&igh- 
es and Paul Murray, of Queen’s 
Park Rangers. 

BKMDUneWlfaiWHlMMl 
Chan«ioaUp v Ratw AaMmi Cats, tatfaM: 

HnW (Nonwcfo. Raw tiWntO. SH 
tOoMnayk SalBNaa (Anon Wta. tap*), tote 
(Qwttai}, Carbon (Doty. Many {QPRJ, 
Uw tf wa (Monan, Harter OeuesM. Eada 
(NoMlM, BaajM ILnoda). SubaautaK Cat- 
rashar li-pooJJ. Wrtgjit. ftKwidi). Boctar- 
b y (CnuCTin y), Soowroft Holland 

whiUDgwO. 


Ridtfick Bows, once a world heavyweight champion earning millions of dollars, is now a humble recruit on iris way to a Marine Reserve boot 
camp in Sooth Carolina. Gunner Sgt Melvin Monday is his new ‘cornerman' giving the instructions . Photograph; AP 

Bowe leaves ring for ‘The Crucible' 


Boxing 


Riddkk Bowe, a former world 
heavyweight champion, stepped 
off a plane apri into the ranks 
of the United States Marines on 
Monday. 

The 29-year-old Bowe and 
21 other new recruits, most of 
them in their teens, were met 
by tiutte Maxine instructors at 
Charleston airport -in South 
Carolina prior to a bus trip to 


the notorious Farris Island 
Marine Corps training centre. 

The newest, and probably the 
first multi-millionaire Marine 

arrival, but showed no enaction! 

Bowe stunned the boxing 
world last month with his 
announcement that he was fid- 
filing a lifelong dream by en- 
listing in the Marine Reserves. 
He will be with them on one 
weekend a month of active duty 
for three years. 


Bowe must first get through 
Boot Camp, 12 weeks of baric 
training that should make 
preparing for a fight with Mike 
Tyson or Evander Hofyfield 
seem like a day at the beach. 

Hie Marine training, how- 
ever, could be just the thing for 
the often overweight and out 
of shape fighter, whose last two 
bouts were disasters. 

Bowe, who won the heavy- 
weight title by beating Holyfield 
in 1992, was getting battered by 


Andrew Golota in each of his 
last two fights only to win 
when the Polish-bom fighter 
was disqualified for a succes- 
sion of low blows. 

The cuhnination of Boot 
Camp is an exercise knows as 
“The Crucible”, a gruelling 
35-mile march to be completed 
in 54 hours on low rations and 
little rest 

“If s a pretty serious shock." 
said Gunnery Sgt Melvin Aden 
of the trainees’ regime. “The 


first couple of weeks they don’t 
know what to expect" 

If he survives bask: training. 
Bone will graduate on 9 May, 
when the fighter who has made 
an estimated $100m (£625m) in 
and out of the ring will begin to 
earn as little as $600 a month as 
a private in the Marine Reserves. 

Bowe will be the fourth for- 
mer heavyweight champion to 
serve in the Marines, joining 
Gene Tunney. Leon Spinks 
and Ken Norton. 


Dominic Cork bus dismissed . 
rumours circulating in recent , 
weeks that he is out of sorts hotii ; 
physically and mentally, claim- 1 
mg his onlv problem was that lie • 
had an “nlf game” m Wellington, i 

The England howler had a * 
slight hack problem belore the > 
first Test in Auckland, missed 
the first leg of this winter's . 
tour m Zimbabwe because of 
personal problems at home, 
ami hi England's second Test 
vkioiy at the Basin Reserve he 
look onlv one w icket. So far. in 
the iwo tests against the Kiwis. 
Cork onfy has live wickets to his 
name at "an average of 43. 

In Wellington, his howling , 
looked lethargic at times, al- 
though it improved towards 
the end of the match. 

Cork said: “1 think it's more 
a case of not getting it quite 
right on the day. Even Inwler 
goes t hreugh a patch where the 
ball just misses an edge or an 
Ihw is nut gnvn. Hopefully it will 
be my turn in the next Test, hut 
Darren Gough and Anth Cad- 
dick bowled brilliantly and got .. 
the wickets in Wellington. As 
kmg as England win I lien hav- 
ing an ofT game is line by me!" 

With New Zealand 1-U down. 
England officials are expecting 
lo see far more grass than usu- 
al left on the pitch, so although 
England want lo keep the same 
ride, including both spinners, 
there may be a case for a fourth 
scomer. " 

At the instigation of avid ; 
football fan, Alee Stewart, and . 
readily agreed to hy coach i 
David Uoyd. England’s practice 
session in Christchurch has , 
been scheduled to start late in 
the morning so the players can ; 
watch England's World Cup 
match agamst Italy live on satel- 
lite television. 

Lloyd said no one in the ■ 
squad’would make the mistake . 
of relaxing their grip on New 
Zealand now a 1-0 lead has been 
established in the three-Tcsi 
scries. 1 

Chris Silverwood, the 21- 
year-old Yorkshire fast bowler. • 
has been ruled out of con- . 
tentkw for the Test. He split the 
webbing between his right 
thumb and forefinger in a field- 
ing practice accident two dap 
before the second Test. Craig 
White or Alan Mullally could • 
play in place of one of England's 
spinners if there is a green top. 

New Zealand have dropped 
batsman Adam Parore and 
called up the uncapped Matthew 
Home, ftirorc has been out of 
form, producing scores of b, 33. 

4 and 15 in the first two TesUf* 
against England. Home. 26. has, 
played two matches against Eng- ; 
land on its tour, including scor- ' 
ing 64 for New Zealand A at 
Wanganui. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


7.88:85 BtancHHW 7.70.1 
IS KffMiM (Rue) 18.62m; 2 M Rosotefl {W 
17.89; 3 M Romos |Sp) 1747. 80m tmr- 
{BttK l p Omn i (Ffl a06soe; 2 C TUB (It) 
8.13: 3 S Lmikhwa {Rust 8.19. 60oc 1 N 
Meo^ntara (Rusl 7 JOsee 2 M Zhnm As) 
7.48; 3 G GaHna (It) 7.46. 

Cricket 

Liam Botham yesterday aeeed a lu- 
cfatKeone-yeardealtopJaySirtfieBcacJ- 
tord League ctub.VifimWL and adirtaed 
he rias not ruled out a possible return 
to county cricket. The 19-jiear-old son 
of the former Engand ptayec ten Both- 
am. left Hampshire after one season 
» sign a pRjfessiaiial contract test year 
with the rugy union dub. West Hanle- 
pod. 

SHEFHElD SHTSil (Fk«t day of fO*n} Ho- 
twb Sotah>««*a 254. tor 5 (B tabnson 
91) v Tasmania. 

RB> SHORE CUR: St Ceo(«B'c, GnowM 
pSled(layorfb«w}:BBrt»<Jc» lfllandl67: 
HAndaanl Islands 168 and 111 [0 Gbson. 
3-37). BartMdoP woo for SI now. . St 
Join's (FtaaJ day of four, raki pmneted 
Irtavbljaawd hWnds 352: TiWdad «nd !£► 
ta03 26 for Z Mateft atnadoned m draw. 
SUPERSPORT SHOES (Fhiai dfor of foul) 
Mh M Tmnsuort 371 and 263 for 
Sdec; Wtesera Province 227 and 352 for 7 
(H Qua 103. H Ackerman 122. E Sman 
SSnfo. HMeP down. 


Football 

Bn^rton and Howe Afofonvescenfay 
staled Robtse Rdnett, the 23-yearoU 
Coichester Untied snfta; for £15,000- 
PRBflERSMr 4M> RRST 0M8WN 8USPEH- 
StONB: Sandkwc-oir O PowW Worn Coon 
Ty)3 maithcsfeyn 15 Feb; S Lailcfa CSankmi 
1 mnch tram 13 Feb: M Umt (Gncrafo tom)3 
mnehea flern U f«tc R Ruble (Owimw 2 TrnKfi- 
aUlSFMHHMAOaMlnnli 
Pom 15 FttE R nach {(*««>» 3 nttai ton 
15 FeD; C Ramfae (OUtam) 1 metch ton 19 
n n.nr — ~if — i * ir-nfi^n-m 

MtSF>tavfVM*Mfl3nwUMtonl0FW!C 
S RabtooBo (BBwr g awl 3 iWenH tam 19 
F&K H JbcAsoo [Ndomi^i 3 'OBdiMtcmQ Fa& 
H Btakm CBoItaM ino suspension - nfew de- 
iUd Un IW iwn no iUM onolAaarP^ 


DMata Orahakon MhMc 2 
MM 3 Mofopl Memtan 1 . Hnt 
UQdan lWfotaieafp3. 


■Mwn? 

UHtyS-PendMlaosna Oop GraoaTVn: Sew 
boniO< 1 1. Wrap FboE dimartakl 1 
Scuntrassue 3. Mob In wn cs Cant 
Hnt DWtatau QuoenV Rarfc Rsnesia 5 


itMeoatottml- 21 pnaBjrpDkURDiJdM 
(Sotahamponi 2 matenes trwn 15 Feb; D But- | 
ty (Narcaste) 2 names tarn IB Fttr. U 8-. 
tkttt aMMOT) 2 motehe* ftwn 18 ftp: M boot 
iLBctsw) 2 mens** tom 16 ftK A IMnH 
(iMmbieavri 2 naBSw tam 13 Wk KNeBeBe 
(Owrtjnnj 2 meftenr* fnm 17 Fete D Mo d i 
iHdfleisfiesiB 2 memos ftwn 15 ftfoBVecmr- 
oa« (Cherton* 3 mamas Sera 15 fen A smflh 
BwmdBri 2 names ton 10 Feft. 33 reeefor 

W^ Bneu aOfcMMtt n Qi»aiwfoS»fa || i 

15 Few A TBe w p e— Poconj 2 memos ftpi* 
22 FUs D MMc&ieon (SJwmutMl 2 mem- , 

es hum 15 Feu. FA dnEATMl IOdUdoI 3 

cnames trow IQWj WfoWPMM 
on a Dea 


LM«M 

anon 


sseeMippiHiMad- 


0 M Hmbvw Bonx&t): Swnpqn 2 Sauthmp- 

mn 2 Tmmftam 1 Boumanouiti D PR St AF 
tan tfo). fa vewn cop four® me Qwim 
0 loatrtieni Z PewawwHrf m foi Bortw 
0 Norwich City 2. 

Hn. IrMi 

tiocKoy 

RBPRESDHA11VE MATCHES: RAF 7 BnMl 
Pofteaft (ModUnvennyZ Amy 3. 

Ice hockey 

Sheffield Staetas dosed the «p on the 
Super League leadets, Caidrfr OevBs,» 
two points by unnnglhar game n hand 
at SheffleW Arena on Monday nsht Met 
Damper's side beat their bogey" 
team, Ayr Scottish Easfes, 4-1 - only 
thar second wn in sot meetkigB between 
the two sides this season. 

NHL: Monneai 4 San Jose 2; Ptnem 4 Si 
Lous 2. 

Rqgliy Union 

CLUB MATCHES: CwKiifcil- Aoeavon v Tory 
naer; PDnypndd v ChepskK MaesfogvGbnv 
otesn Wandenen. 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reporter 

from 1804- resorts in Europe and 
.- North America. 

Phone or. fax: 

- 0891333110 


SK-. SNAPSHOT 


At-s-gtanc^ fax guide to snow 
conditions 9 L 180 + resorts worfd- 
. ... wide: 

0897500 601 - • 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the . 

~ ! best snow -by fax. . 
CaU SKIFAX - the ski facts: 

0897 300 301 , 


SKICODES 


FdrahOclistofiaH 
resort codes: ' 

0990100843 

•BDsei 


AROUND 1HE RESORTS 
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Austrata wffl chatengs for the 1997 Ad- 
nwaTs Cup at Cowes after rmssing the 
last event two wan ago because of the 
inavalabiBy « tixwdass sators and the 
hjgi costs imoiwd. Syd Fischer wll lead 
a team of three boats for the agfit-raoe 

nsgatta in Juiy and August, cutnVrvating 
m the Rasmet Race on the Engteh coast, 
fischec b vefatan ctf sewn AWtaft Cup 
rcgatias and numerous America's Cup 
canpatan, wifi be joined by skippers 
Steve Kulmar and John Celvert- Jones. 

Skflng 

AUPK WORLD CfMMPWHSMK(SHtiiu% 


Cali Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 


DRECT 



•Wmk 1 1 KdS 0X> QU tew 2350s«: 2 K .. 
mr (Oh) H23JS& 3 H Gera (CoO 1^2164; 
ACMorrtW [ffl 1^98; S nGuMnwfm (Gor) 
ir»Oft6RBtacntAU) h24J4:TPVR*fg 
tSM) 124.47:8U Dorfmeaief lAuo U4^3; 
9 B Main U0 144.74; 10 V JWanrtaya <fturi 
1S5DB. 

Irani* 

SYBASE OPEN (San Joaa, CaHftmlaJ Fbot 
. raomfc M Norman (Sw) bLC MPM IUS) 7-6 
50: fl SIMM ft® t*N tarn (VenjS-l 7 B; 
C wpadtuff (US) br J-P Haunn IR1 6-2 6-3: 

J Taranep [USl M T Ho (US) 6-3 6-1: J Gimot . 

mb (US) tt ¥ Juyee (USl W 6-3: M Orarg 
tUS K M Wtehrwun lUSi 8-2 60: T Maw 

(US) ttSBrywi [US) 6-1 £r4. 

MARSaiEOPBf 
nmfcFSanno 

5- 7 M; J Van En* .. _ - . . 

6- 4; ACfcment (H) n K Kuaaa (Sta»M 6-1 
6-1: H Kuft ftej.bt MftnraHM 
T CadxmeR IStd HU Tattiram Kws) 3-6 6-1 
60iDHd«ly ISXWBW DtSanwn tFrt 7-6 b-7 
70. 


* (Bed K F Deuuif (Bei) 64 
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Chang states 
his case in 
clean manner 

Tennis 

Michael Chang, the twice for- 
mer champion, and the fourth 
seed. Todd Martin, yesterday 
recorded convincing straight- 
sets victories in Lhe first round 
of the Sybase Open tournament 
m San Jose, California. 

Chang, the No 2 seed who 
won the event in 1988 and 1992. 
overwhelmed Mashiska Wash- 
ington, a qualifier who is the 
younger brother of MaliVai. 
6-2, 6-0. The world No 4 said, 
however, be must improve his 
service if he is to take the top 
spot from Pete Sampras this 
year. “A lot of the big guys like 
Pete get a lot of free points off 
their serve.” Chang said. “If I 
can get a few more free points 
myself, it will put more pitssure 
on my opponents.” 

Martin, playing his first tour- 
nament for more than two 
months out with a knee injury, 
cruised into the second round 
with a 6-1. 6-4 victory over Fel- 
low American SteveBryan. 

Sampras opens his defence 
against Alex Radulescu, of Ger- 
many, in a tournament which 
sees the third seed Andre Agas- 
si make his return from injury. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

54.7 


The percentage share of the 
terrestrial television audi- 
ence enjoyed hy B8C2 for the 
Benson and Hedges Masters 
snookerfina! between Steve 
Davis and Ronnie O'Sullivan 
on Sunday. Nearly 10 million 
viewers tuned in. 


Kostner wins 
Italy’s third 
gold medal 

Siding 


Isolde Kostner retained her su- 
per-giant slalom title to com- 
plete a hat-trick of gold medals 
for the hosts, Italy, at the world 
championships in Sestriere. 

Kostner, who hails from the 
German -speaking village of St 
Ulrich in Val Gardena, over- 
came a poor start to clock lmin 
23-50sec down the Kandahar- 
Banchetta piste and beat Ger- 
many's Katja Seizingcr by 
O.OSsec. Seizingcr, the Olympic 
downhill gola medallist and 
former super- G world champ- 
ion, was in turn D.06scc ahead 
of her compatriot, Hildc Gerg. 

“1 was never troubled by all 
the attention,” said Kostner. 
shrugging off huge local ex- 
pectations after Italy's Deborah 
Compagnoni won the first two 
women’s races. 

She matched Compagnom’s 
achievement in defending a 
title, but Kostner said it was the 
Norwegian Aik Skaardal re- 
taining his men's super-G title 
in the opening race of the 
championships that bad been 
provided more help to her. 
fttniculaify the way he skied the 
bottom pan of the course. “1 
tried to follow his fine and h was 
the right thing lo do because I 
wan. . . 1 knew I could win on this 
course as Skaardal has the same 
skis as me," she said. 

After her poor start, she 
made up more than 0.40 sec- 
onds in the final stages to win. 

thought I'd go wcll on the up- 
per part and have a few prob- 
lems at the bo tttm In feci it was 
the other way round,” she said. 

Seiringer, who set off fifth, 
straight after Gerg, made a few 
mistakes that sent her wide of 
the racing line. “The eight- 
hundredths Slink.” she said of 
the winning margin. "The result, 
however, is no surprise.” 


Parcells can coach Jets 


American football 


Bin Parcells can begin couching 
the New York Jets immediately 
after Paul Thgliabue, the NFL 
commissioner, brokered a deal 
on Monday between the Jets 
and New England Patriots, who 
he left last month after taking 
them to the Super Bowl. 

After more titan six hours of 
meetings with Leon Hess, the 
Jets owner, and Bob Kraft, the 
Patriots owner. Thgliabue an- 
nounced a resolution to the 
coaching controversy that he de- 
clared would moke fans of both 
the Patriots and Jets happy. 

The Jets will give up "four 
draft picks over three years to 
New England for the right to 
have RznreDs on the sidelines for 
the 1W season. But they did 
not have to relinquish this year's 
□umber one overall pick, which 
Kraft had demanded. 


The Patriots will receive the 
Jets' third and fourth round - 
draft picks this year, the second 
round pick in I99M and a first • 
round selection in 1W9. 

The Jets also agreed lo donate . 
$30GJH0 (almost JE185JW0) to the 
Patriots' charitable foundation. 

Both sides agreed to allow . 
Tagliahuc to determine the. s 
compensation package after • 
failing to reach an agreement. 

Last Wednesday the Jets at-,, 
tempted lo sidestep demand* 
for compensation hy naming 
Parcells a consultant for the 
1W7 season with the under-* 
standing that he would take over 
the team in 1998. 

They named Parcells* long?: 
time right-hand man. Bill Ucli-t 
chick, head coach for 1*N7^ 
with a job as assist ant to Purcell^ 
beginning in 199R. Kraft labelled 
the annuli ant fob “a transpar- 
ent force" and formally asked 
Thgliabue to stop in. 
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MERCURY CATCHES 
BT OUT. AGAIN. 
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Howe and why... 

Where tonight's match will be won 
and lost, page 22 


sport 
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New recruit 

Riddick Bowe joins 
the Marines, page 23 



WORLD CUP: Hoddle refuses to reveal results of fitness tests on Adams and Ince as he prepares for crucial qualifying match 




Zola threatens the English renaissance 


GLENN MOORE 


Football Correspondent 


Ig gl j g'rf The extent of English 
}§5=S<j footballs renaissance 
*/ will be tested tonight 
by an Italian side 
seeking to embark upon a re- 
birth of their own. 

On a wet and windy Wemb- 
ley nigbL far reraoved’from the 
summer of lions. England will 
seek to revive the memory of 
Euro96 and Italy to exorcise it_ 
There is a sense that Italy, one 
of the few nations whose football 
pedigree surpasses England’s, arc 
vulnerable. Dispatched in the 
group stages in the summer, un- 
der new management, weak in 
core positions, the}’ come to 
Wembley in a state of flux. 

However, they also arrive 
bolstered by the knowledge 
that Juventus have twice out- 
played Manchester United this 
season, that Gianfranco Zola is 
running riot in the Premiership, 
and that England are men by 
injuries (although some of 
MachiaveUi’s descendants sus- 
pect a "smokescreen"). 

it could also be argued that 
their Euro96 departure was. at 
worst, unfortunate. Arrigo Sac- 
chi's foolish team selections 
were compounded by a referee's 
cowardice in not dismissing 
Andreas Kopke in the crucial 
group game. Like England. 
Italy drew with Germany. 

Sacchi has since gone and his 
replacement. Ccsare Maldini. 
has had only a one-sided match 
with Northern Ireland with 
which to prepare. He is no 
novice, though. Watching a 
video of one of the great Italian 
performances, the 3-2 win over 
Brazil in the 1982 World Cup, 
one sees a man in a white jack- 
et leap from the Italian bench 
to embrace Paolo Rossi at the 
final whistle. That man was 
Maldini, a part of the Italian na- 
tional coaching set-up since 
before Glenn Hoddle even 
played international football. 

Maldini arrives at Wembley, 
where he captained Milan to a 
European Cup win over Benfica 
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The calm before the storm: Italy’s Gianfranco Zola at Wfembley yesterday, preparing for tonight’s World Cup qualifier against England 
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34 years ago. with a strong 
hand. Fabrizio Ravanelli, Enri- 
co Chiesa and Alessandro Dei 
Piero make a OOm front three 
which would maLch most in 
the world. Yet all could be on 
the bench. Luca Vialli and 
Beppe Signori are not even in 
the squad. 

Yet Italy, as Don Howe ex- 
plains inside, are vulnerable in 
the key positions of goalkeep- 
er and sweeper. England, de- 
pending on who is fit when the 
smoke finally dears, also have 
rare riches' Les Ferdinand, 
Robbie Fowler. Ian Wright and 


Steve McM anaman could be on 
the bench. 

One hopes McManaman 
plays, ideally in a refurbished 
Christmas Tree formation. That 
would have him and Paul Mer- 
son roaming behind Alan Shear- 
er, who is fit after his bade injury 
responded to spells in traction. 
David Beckham and Graeme Le 
Saux, two ball-playing athletes 
and excellent erasers, will pa- 
trol the flanks. Between them 
David Batty and Paul Ince 
would anchor the midfield. 

However, Ince looks even less 
likely to overcome his thigh in- 


jury than Tony Adams, the oth- 
er major doubt, his ankle prob- 
lem. If both have failed 
yesterday afternoon's fitness 
tests - Hoddle was not reveal- 
ing the results- it will prove be 
was not laying a false trail, not 
that vindication will give him 
any satisfaction. “They are no 
more than 50-50.” Hoddle said. 

If Ince is absent, Jamie Red- 
knapp may be a better re- 
placement than Paul 
Gascoigne. He is fitter, more 
disciplined and rarely wastes a 
pass. Gascoigne could still have 
a part to play. Introduced after 


an hour, when the game has 
slowed to his pace, he could be 
devastating. 

The back three are likely to 
be Sol Campbell Gareth South- 
gate and Stuart Pearce, one of 
whom may track Zola. While 
this is a departure from standard 

K ractice. the alternative is to 
ave three men marking Zola’s 
partner while the little Sardin- 
ian floats behind him. 

David Seaman is fit to keep 
goal and his experience could be 
crucial. “There is not much be- 
tween the sides,” Hoddle said. 
"Each have individuals who can 


unlock doors. It will be tight and 
it might LXime down to alack of 
concentration in defence.” 
Hoddle added that European 
football has “respect for English 
players now." Up to a point Ital- 
ian press compliments have 
been back-handed. “Fistfighis. 
beer, drugs and jail yes, we're 
English” ran one headline in the 
Turin daily La Stampa as it list- 
ed the squad's past misde- 
meanours. Hoddle was praised 
for turning “a bunch of drunk- 
ards. pub brawlers, and drug ad- 
dicts into one of the best national 
sides England has ever seen.” 


MeManaman's efforts to 
change people's perception of 
him, which he spoke about in 
The bidepenJent on Monday, ap- 
pear to nave been startlingly suc- 
cessful. La Repuhbiica described 
the contrast between him and 
Gascoigne thus: “On the one 
hand Gazza, who represents 
the England of beer, the inner 
cities, pubs, dans and tits on page 
three of The Sun. the sort of 
washed-up character you'd fmd 
in a Ken Loach film: on the oth- 
er Macca, who Is all afternoon 
tea, cashmere, the City and stiff 
upper lip: he could be played by 


Hugh Grant in a Merchant- 
Ivory production.” 

Hopefully they will thus be 
celebrating with, respectively, a . 
bottle of Newby Brown, and a 
cup of Earl Grey tonight.- 
Hoddle stressed that “a daw 
would not be a disaster” but it 
would leave England struggling 
to earn automatic qualification 
for France VS. ' 

England have not beaten l- 
Italy in four games and 20-,: 
years. It will he difficult and 
tense but they now have the 
quality and confidence to dosof 
Don Howe's analysis, page 22 : 
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Ibesday’s Sotalion 



Maldini's mischief with the media 


“Somewhere in here. I promise 
you, is the Italian coach Cesare 
Maldini,” the TV reporter said 
yesterday, gesturing to a media 
scrummage on the Wembley 
terracing which resembled ah 
Agoraphobics' Convention. 

As he spoke, the white pick- 
up truck on which he stood 
revved into life. "Oh," our in- 
trepid reporter shouted to his 
cameraman. “He's driving 
away!” 

In the meantime, the man 
who will guide his country's for- 
tunes in tonighr's World Cup 
qualifier was busy saying as lit- 
tle as possible. 


ACROSS 

I All the perfomuns - or the 
sUuV <u) 

4 Plugs and boll accumulate 
'Wlaiv Him of liquid (6) 

10 Repays loo much? Mistaken- 
ly. CA posLs even more { 15* 

I I Wood. deal, eul by first of 
sawyers (5) 

12 Books arrest one. about mon- 
strous harpy |*M 

13 Drive and acumen, we hear 
(ft) 

15 Reduce the rent for the sake 
of economy (6) 

lb Fancies drink outside bar on 
way back (ft) 

IN Indian audibly losing head in 
wraps to) 

21 Biro ton blighted tree, dead; 
emitted short notes (*J) 

22 He cuts thousand given to 
debtor |5) 

23 Conservative reversals of pol- 
icy? 1 55-5) 


24 This is to show extremes uf 
dislike on analysis (6) 

25 Man's time span? (6) 


DOWN 

1 Express going round right 
bend (ty 

2 Take this now - you'll gel the 
rest later (S./J 

3 At the correct moment be- 
fore Unionist enters 1 13) 

5 Leave snare mostly hidden 
for the creature (63) 

0 Atlas is not available here 
CL32L3.5] 

7 Driver, traveller in rough 
country, ignoring the heart of 
it 16 ) 

S Spike the demon drink th) 

g Concerned with drink and 
crack (6) 

14 Attire is knitted without right 
needles ( g ) 

17 Cleans shelves 1 61 


IS River silt rising round one 
platform (.6) 

19 A Queen cradling one mile? 
(6) 

20 Ostentatious dub (6) 

22 Consort's with Queen Moth- 
er 15) 
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No, he was not waiting to see 
what line-up Glenn Hoddle 


picked before announcing his 
own and if his plans involved 


bringing in the Real Madrid 
defender. Christian Panucci, as 
sweeper in order lo deal with 
Alan Shearer, he was not letting 
on. 

No, he did not think Wemb- 
ley would hold any psycholog- 
ical sway over his men. “These 
guys play all over the world," he 
said. “This is no different to oth- 
er big games.” 

For all Maldini's down-play- 
ing, however, the game docs in- 
deed feel big and that sensation 
is not wholly the product of the 
febrile coverage it has stimu- 
lated in recent days. 

Perhaps it is something about 
the inherent glamour of any 
Italian team. Even reciting the 
names of players only previous 
glimpsed on Channel 4 creates 


Mike Rowbottom 

joins the Italian 
squad at Wembley 


a sense of esoteric relish. Di Uv- 
io_. Di Matteo... CasiraghL. 

They were all out on the 
Wembley turf yesterday, wear- 
ing blue bobble hats and gloves 
against the insidious dampness 
of a grey February day but 
their session offered little clue 
as to their tactics for tonight. 
Unless, of course, they plan to 
spend time hopping, stretching 
and chattering in an attempt to 
lure England off their guard. 

The players were helped to 
feel at home by energetic chant- 
ing -“It-al-ia. It-al-ia" - from a 


group of around 30 siq _ 
carrying Italian flags. “We arc all 
Italian and proud of tt." Enza 
Dalo. of Archway, said. Neither 
she nor her companions - from 
High gale, Golders Green. The 
Angel. Islington, and. in the 
ease of Matteo, Quagliarini. Pe- 
rugia - bad tickets. But there 
were high hopes expressed that 
Dales unde, chauffcuring for 
the Italian squad, might be able 
to do something about that 
Much has been made of the 
potential advantage to Italians 
playing in the Premiership when 
it came to knowing about their 
English opponents. “Playing 
here is a very big help." Chel- 
sea's Gianfranco Zola said. His 
club-male, Roberto Di Matteo, 
preferred a different opinion. “I 


don't think playing here helps,” 
he said. “It doesn't really mat- 
ter." Good to get that cleared 
up definitively. 

Di Matteo did, however, ven- 
ture the opinion that tonight's 
game would be very tight. "Each 
team will treat the other with a' 
lot of respecr. If we lose it wfll be 
difficult for us. But we always 
have the return game in Italy*." 

As the Italian coach ma- 
noeuvred out of the. narrow 
players' entrance, the media db- _ 
persed to evaluate the infor- 
mation it bad gathered. . . 

One onlooker was more than 
satisfied. The supporter framPe- 
rugia had managed a word with 
his city’s more famous son, Fab- 
rizio Ravanelli And the Silver. 
Fox bad given him his blue hat. 
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Hall pays the price for failure at Bath 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


The bleak realities oF pro- 
fessional rugby left their mark 
on one of the outstanding fig- 
ures in the English game yes- 
terday when John Hall, 
world-class flanker and cham- 
pion team manager, lost his 
£6(1.000- a-y ear post at Bath. 
No one at the Recreation 
Ground would confirm whether 
he had jumped or been pushed, 
but there was no doubt that Hall 
had paid the price of failure. 

Less than 72 hours after 
BaLh's Pilkington Cup demise 
at the hands of Leicester, their 


director of rugby became the 
first big name on rugby's. mana- 
gerial scrapheap. He will not be 
the last. After a century or 
more of amateurism, financial 
freedom has thrust the sport 
into a whole new ball game, the 
rules of which are very differ- 
ent to those in force less than 
a year ago. 

Tony Swift, the Bath chief 
executive and a long-time play- 
ing colleague and close mend 
of Hall's, last night refused' to 
discuss the precise nature of yes- 
terday's boardroom delibera- 
tions. But be admitted: “Hus 
has probably been the worst day 
of my working life. An essential 
part of any job is the enjoyment 


you derive from it I can safely 
say that I haven't enjoyed this 
episode one little bit.” 

However, he continued: “It 
is imperative that decisions are 
taken in the best long-term in- 
terests of the dub. I have enor- 
mous respect for the things 
John achieved at Bath, but now 
is the time to make the most of 
the future lying before us." 

It is the second lime in less 
than two months that Bath, 
league and cup winners fast 
season but struggling this time 
round, have lost a key back- 
room figure. Last month, Brian 
Ashton quit as chief coach, cit- 
ing frustration with the manage- 
ment set-up. Reports of a- 


personality clash with Hall were 
never convincingly repudiated. 

Swift said that new coaching 
appointments would soon be 
announced. The new coaching 
set-up, under the command of 
Andy Robinson, wfll include 
Nigel Redman, the long-serving 
former England lock forward. 

More intriguing, though, will 
be the arrival of Clive Wood- 
ward, one of the most imagi- 
native tactical brains in the 
British game. The former 
Leicester and Lions centre quit 
his post with London Irish be- 
fore Christmas and has been 
seen regularly at Bath since 
Ashton's departure. 

Yesterday, he confirmed that 


he bad agreed terms with Bath, 
emphasising that hewouldbe no 
more than a member of the., 
coaching team. Tf, however, 
Bath decided to appoint a new 
director of rugby, Woodward 
would be an obvious candidate. 

Phil de Glanvflle, the Bath 
and England captain, confessed 
to a feeling of “deep surprise" 
at Hall’s downfall as he arrived 
for an international squad ses- 
sion at Marlow yesterday. Jon 
Sieighthoime. his dub-mate on 
the England right wit®, agreed. 
"Tm shocked. There was no in- 
dication of this when the players 
met yesterday morning," he 
said. 

Hall’s fall, page #) - 
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